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COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 



CHAPTER I. 

I 

Heaven knows its time ; the bullet has its billety 
Arrow and javelin each its destined purpose ; 
The fated beasts of nature's lower strain 
Have each their s^iarate task. 

Old Play. . 

Agelastes, after crossing the Emperor in the 
manner we have already described, and after 
having taken such measures as occurred to him 
to ensure the success of the conspiracy, return- 
ed to the lodge of his garden, where the lady of 
the Coimt of Paris still remained, her only com- 
panion being an old woman named Vexhelia, the 
wife of the soldier who accompanied Bertha to 
the camp of the crusaders; the kind-hearted 
maiden haying stipulated that, during her ab- 
sence^ her mistress was not to be left without an 
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attendant, and that attendant connected with the 
Varangian guard. He had been all day playing 
the part of the ambitions politician, the selfish 
time-senrer, the dark and subtle conspirator ; and 
now it seemed, as if to exhaust the catalogpie of 
his various parts in the human drama, he chose 
to exhibit himself in the character of the wily 
sophist, and justify, or seem to justify, the arts 
by which he had risen to wealth and eminence, 
and hoped even now to arise to royalty itself. 

^^ Fair Countess,'' he said, ^^ what occasion is 
there for your wearing this veil of sadness over 
a countenance so lovely ?' 
. *^ X)o you suppose me/' said Brenhilda, ^^ ^ 
stock, ft stone, or a creature witiiout tiie feelings, 
of a sensitive being, that I should endure mor- 
tification, imprisonment, danger, wd distress^, 
without expressing the natural feelings of hu-^ 
majuty ? Po you imagine tiiat to a lady like mye^, 
as fire6 as th^ unreclaimed falcon^ you can offer 
the itisult of captivity, without my being sen- 
sible to the disgrace, oi: inpensed against tlie 
authors of it? And dost tiiou think that I will 
receive consolatioii at tby hands-**at thine-^-^me 
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of the most actiire artificers in dis web of treach- 
ery in which I am so basely entangled ?' 

^^ Not entangled certainly by my means*'-^^ 
answered Agehstes ; *^ dap yonr hands, call for 
What you wish, and the slave who refuses instant 
obedience had better been unborn. Had I not, 
with reference to your safety and your himour^ 
agreed for a short time to be your keeper, that 
office would have been usurped by the Caesar^ 
whose object you know, and may partly guess 
flie modes by which it would be pursued. Why 

m 

then dost thou childishly weep at being held 
ioT a short space in an honourable restraint, 
which the renowned aims of your husband will 
probably put an end to long ere to-morrow ^ 
noon?' 

" Canst thou not comprehend/' said the G)un- 
tess, ^^ thou man of many, words, but of few 
honourable thoi^hts, that a heart like mine, which 
has been trained in the feelings of reliance upon 
my own worth and Valour, must be necessarily 
affected with shame at being obliged to acc^^ 
even £rom the sword of a husband, that safety 
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wl^ch I would gladly. have owed only to my 
own?" 

*^ Thou tot misled. Countess/' answered the 
philosopher, ^^ by thy pride, a failing predomi- 
nant in woman. Thinkest thou there has been no 
o^ensive assumption in laying aside the character 
of a mother and a wife, and adopting that of one 
of those braiuHsick female . fools, who, like the 
bravoes of the other sex, sacrifice every thing 
that is honourable or useful to a frantic and 
insane affectation of courage ? Believe me, fair 
lady, that the true system of virtue consists in 
filling thine own place gracefully in society, 
breeding up thy children, and delighting those 
of the otiier sex ; and any thing beyond this, may 
well render tiiee hateful or terrible, but can add 
notiiing to thy amiable qualities." ^ 

" Thou pretendesl^" said the Countess, " to 
be a philosopher ; metiiinks thou shouldst know, 
that the. fame which hangs its chaplet on the 
tomb of a brave hero or heroine, is worth all the 
petty engagements in which ordinary persons 
spend the current of their time. One hour of 
life, crowded to the full with glorious action, and 
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filled with noble risks, is worth whole years of 
those mean observances of paltry decorum, in 
which men steal through existence, like sluggish 
waters through a marsh, without either honour or 
observation.** 

^^ Daughter,** said Agelastes, approaching 
nearer to the lady,^^ it is with pain I see you 
bewildered in errors which a little calm reflec- 
tion might remove. We may flatter ourselves, 
and human vanity usually does so, that beings 
infinitely more powerful than those belonging to 
mere humanity, are employed daily in measu-^ 
ring out the good and evil of this worlds the 
termination of combats, or the fate of empires, 
according to their own ideas of what is right or 
wrong, or, more properly, according to what we 
ourselves conceive to be such. The Greek 
heathens, renowned for their wisdom, and glo- 
rious for their actions, explained to men of ordi-?* 
nary minds the supposed existence of Jupiter 
and his Pantheon, where various deities presided 
over various virtues and vices, and regulated the 
temporal fortune and future happiness of such 
as practised them. The more learned and wise 

a2 
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oT the asckats rejected sucL the vulgar Mter->' 
pretatkoi) and wisely, althotigh affecting a defer* 
enee to the public faithy denied before their disr 
c^es in priyajte, the gross fiiUaeies of Tartarua 
and Olympus, the vain doctrines concerning the 
gods themselves, and the extravagant expecta- 
tions which the vulgsff entertained ofzxi ijmaor* 
tality, supposed to be possessed by creatures who 
were in eirery r^pect mortal, both in the con- 
formation of their bodies, and in the internal 
belief of their souls» Of these wise and good 
men some granted the existence of tike suj^oeed 
deities^ but denied that they eared about the 
actbna of mankind any nwre tban those of the 
inferior aiumals. A merry, joyial, careless life, 
such as the followers of Epicurus would choose 
for themselves, was what they assigned for those 
gods whose being they admitted* Others, more 
bold or more consistent, entbely denied the ex- 
istence of deities who apparently had no proper 
object or purpose, and believed that superna-^ 
tural beings, whose being and attributes were, 
proved to us by no supernatural appearances, 
had in reality no existence whatever/' 
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<< Stop, wretcbP said die ConnteaBi, ^^and 
Ihiow that thou flpeakest not to one of those blind- 
ed heathens of ndiose abomioaUe doctrines yoa' 
are detailing the result. Know, that if an err- 
ing, I am nerertheless a sincere daogliter of tibe 
drarch, and lliis cross disphyed on my shoulder^ 
is a sufficient emblem of the rows I haye under* 
taken in its cause. Be therefore wary, as thou art 
wily; for, beliere me, if lliou scoffest or uttaaest 
lejp^oach against my holy religion, what I am 
unable to answer in language, I will reply t<H 
without hesitation, with the point oi my dag- 
ger/* 

<< To that argument,'* said Agelastes, drawing 
back from the neighbourhood of Brenhilda, '< be« 
liere me, &ir lady, I am rery miwilling to urge 
your gentleness. But al&ough I shall not ven- 
ture to sayany thing of those superior and bene- 
Tolent powers to whom you ascribe the manage** 
ment of the world, you will surely not take 
effence at my noticing those base superstitions 
which have been adopted in esplanation of what 
is called by Ihe Magi, Ihe Evil Principle. Was 
there ever received into a human creed, a being 
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so mean — ^almost so ridiculous— as the Christian 
Satan ? A goatish figpire and limbs, with gro- 
tesque features, formed to express the most exe- 
' crable passions ; a degree of power scarce infe- 
rior to that of the Deity ; and a talent at die 
same time scarce equal to that of the stupidest 
of the lowest order ! What is he, this being, who 
is at least the second arbiter of the human race, 
save an immortal spirit, with the petty spleen- 
and* spite of a yindictive old man or old wo- 
man ?" 

Agelastes made a singular pause in this part 
of his discourse. A mirror of considerable' isize 
hung in the apartment, so that the philosopher 
could see in its reflection the figure of Brenhil- 
da, and remark the change of her countenance, 
though she had averted her face from him in: 
hatred of the doctrines which he promu^ated. 
On this glass the philosopher had his eyes natu<« 
rally fixed, and he was confounded at perceiving 
a figure glide from behind the shadow of a cur- 
tain, and glare at him with the supposed niien 
and expression of the Satan of monkish mytho- 
'logy, or a satyr of the heatiien age. 
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^< Mat! !" said Brenhilda, wliose attention was 
attracted by this extraordinary iq>parition, as it 
seemed, of the fiend, ^^ have thy wicked words, 
and stOi more wicked thoughts, brought the 
devil amongst us ? If so, dismiss him instantly, 
ebe, by Our Lady of the Broken Lances ! thou 
shalt know better than at present what is the 
temper of a Frankish maiden, when in presence 
of the.fiend himself, and those who pretend skiU 
to. raise him ! I wish not to enter into a contest 
unliess compelled; but if I am. obliged to join 
battle with an enemy so horrible, believe me, no 
one shall say that Brenhilda feared him." 

Agelastes, after looking with surprise and 
horror at the figure as reflected in the glass, 
turned back his head to examine the substance, 
of which the reflection was so strange. The 
object, however, had disappeared behind the cur- 
tain, under which it probably lay hid, and it was 
after a ndnute or two that the half-gibing, half- 
scowling countenance showed itself again in the 
same position in the mirror. 

<^ By the gods T' said Agelastes- 
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' : ^* In wHom but now," said the Countest,^ you 
professed unbelief.'^ 

^^ By the gods I'' repeated Agelastes, in part 
recovering himself, ^< it is Sylvan ! that singular 
mockery of humanity, ndio was said to have been 
brought from Taprobana. I warrant he also be- 
lieves in his jolly god Pan, or the veteran Syl* 
vanus. He is to the uninitiated a creature whose 
iqppearance is full of terrors, but he shrinks b^ 
fore the philosopher like ignorance before know- 
ledge/' So saying, he with one hand pulled 
down the curtain, under which the aniipal had 
nestled itself when it entered from the gaiden- 
window of the pavilion, and with the other, in 
which he had a staff upUffced, threatened to diaa* 
tise the creature, with the words — '^ How now» 
Sylvanus ! what insolence is this ? — To your 
phicer 

. As, in uttering these words, he strudc the ani- 
mal, the blow unluckily lighted upon his wounded 
hand, and recalled its bitter smart. The wild 
temper of the creature returned, unsubdued for 
the moment by any awe of man ; uttering a fierce, 
and, at the same time, stifled cry, it flew on the 
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philoaoplier^ and clapped its sNarong and smewy 
arms about lik throat with the ntmost fury. The 
<dd man twisted and struggled to deliver himself 
from the creature's grasp, but ib vain. Sylvan 
kept hold of Im prize, compressed his sinewy 
anns^ and abode by his purpose of mot quitting 
his hold of the philosopber's throat until he had 
breathed his last. Two more bitter yells, accom-^ 
panied each with* a desperate contortion of the 
countenance, and squeeze of the hands, con* 
duded, in less than five minutes, the dreadful 
strife* 

• Agelastes lay dead' upon the ground, and his 
assassin Sylvan, springing from the body as if 
terrified and alarmed at what he had done, made 
his escape by the window. The Countess stood 
in astonishment, not knowing exactly whether 
she had witnessied a supernatural display of the 
judgment of Heaven, or an instance of its ven-^ 
geance by mere mortal means. Her new at- 
tendant Vexhelia Was no less astonished, though 
her acquaintance with the animal was consider- 
ably more intimate. 

^^ ladj" she said, ^' that gigantic creature is 
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an animal of great strength, resembling man- 
kind in form, but huge in its size, and, encour- 
aged by its immense power, sometimes malevo- 
lent in its intercourse with mortals. I have heard 
the Varangfans often talk of it as belonging to 
the Imperial museum. It is fitting we remove 
the body of this unhappy man, and hide it in a 
plot of shrubbery in the garden. It is not likely 
that he will be missed to-night, and to-morrow 
there will be, other matter astir, which will pro- 
bably prevent much enquiry about him." The 
Countess Brenhilda assented, for she was not one 
of those timorous females to whom the counte- 

m 

' nances of the dead are objects of terror. 

Trusting to the parole which she had given, 
Agelastes had permitted the Countess and her 
attendant the freedom of his gardens, of that part 
at least adjacent to the pavilion. They there- 
fore were in little risk of interruption as they bore 
forth the dead body between them, and without 
much trouble disposed of it in the thickest part 
of one of these bosquets with which the garden 
was studded. 

As they' returned to their place of abode or 
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confinement, the CountesS} half speaking to 
herself, half addressing Vexhelia, said, ^< I am 
sorry for this ; not that the infamous wretch did 
not deserve the full punishment of Heaven 
coming upon him in the very moment of blas- 
phemy and infidelity, but because the courage 
and truth of the unfortunate Brenhilda may be 
brought into suspicion, as his /daughter took 
place when he was alone with her and her at- 
tendant, and as no one was witness of the singa- 
lar manner in which the old blasphemer met his 
end. — ^Thou knowest," she added, addressing 
herself to Heaven — ^' thou ! blessed Lady of the 
Broken Lances, the protectress both of Brenhilda 
and ber husband, well knowest, that whatever 
&nlts xnay be mine, I am free from the slightest 
suspicion of treachery ; and into thy hands I put 
my cause, with a perfect reliance upon thy wis- 
dom and bounty to bear evidence in my favour.'' 
So saying, they returned to the lodge unseen, 
and with pious and submissive prayers, the Coun- 
tess closed that eventful evening. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Win you hear of a Spanisli lady, 

Haw she wooed an Englislunaii ? 
Garments gay, as rich as may be, 
Deck*d with Jewds she had on. 
Of a comely countenance and grace was she^ 
And by birth and parentage of high degree. 

OldJBaUad. 



W£ left Alexius Comnenus after he had un* 
loaded his conscience in the ears of the Patri- 
arch, and received from him a faithful assurance 
of the pardon and patronage of the national 
church* He took leave of the dignitary with 
some exulting exclamations, so unexplicitly ex- 
pressed, however, that it was by no means easy 
to conceive the meaning of what he said. His 
first enquiry, when he reached the Blacquemal, 
being for his daughter, he was directed to the 
room encrusted with beautifully carved marble, 
from which she herself, and many of her race> 
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derived the proud appeUation of PcrpkyrogeniiOy 
or bom in the purple. Her countenance was 
clouded with anxiety, which, at the sight of her 
fiither,' broke out into open and uncontrollable 
grief. 

^^ Daughter/' said the Emperor, with a harsh- 
ness little common to his manner, and a serious- 
ness which he sternly maintained instead of 
sympathizing with his daughter's affliction, ^< as 
you would prevent the silly fool with whom you 
are connected, from displaying himself to the 
publiQ both as an ungrateful monster and a 
traitor, you will not fail to exhort him, by due 
siibmission, to make his petition for pardon, ac* 
companied with a fiill confession of his crimes^ 
or, by my sceptre and my crown, he shall die 
the death ! Nor will I pardon any who rushes 
upon his doom in an open tone of defiance, under 
such a standard of rebeUion as my ungrateful 
son-in-law has hoisted." 

*' What do you require of me, father ?' said 
the Princess. ^ Can you expect that I am to 
dip my own hands in the blood of this unlbr- 
tonate man; ix wilt thou seek a revei^e yet 
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more bloody than that which was exacted by the 
deities of antiquity, upon those criminals who 
offended against their divine power ?'' 

<^ Think not so, my daughter!" said the 
Emperor ; ^^ but rather beliere that thou hast 
the last opportunity afforded by my filial affec- 
tion, of rescuing, perhaps from death, that silly 
fool, thy husband, who has so richly deserved it'* 

" My fether," said the Princess, " God knows 
it is not at your risk that I would wish to pur* 
ch^e the life of Nicephorus ; but he has been 
the father of my children, though they are now 
no more, and women cannot forget that such a tie 
has existed, even though it has been broken by 
fsEite* Permit me only to hope that the unfor- 
tunate culprit shall have an opportunity of re- 
trieving his errors ; nor shall it, believe me, be 
my fiamlt, if he resumes those practices, treason- 
able at once, and unnatural, by which his life is 
at {M'esent endangered/' 

*< Follow me, then, daughter," said the Em- 
peror, << and knowy that to th^e alone I am about 
to intrust a secret, upon which the safety of my 
life and my crown, as well as the pardon of my 
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son-in-law's life, will be found eventually to 
depend/' 

He then assumed in liaste the garment of a 
slave of the seraglio^ and commanded his daughter 
to arrange her dress in a more succinct form, and 
to take in lier hand a lighted lamp. 

^ WUther are we. going, my &ther?' said 
Anna Comnena. 

'' It matters not,'' replied her &ther, ^ since 
my destiny calls me, and since thine ordains thee 
to be my torch-bearer. Believe it, and record 
it, if thou darest, in thy booh, that Alexius Com* 
nenus does not, without alarm, descend into 
those awful .dungeons which his predecessors 
built for men, even when his intentions are inno- 
cent^ and free from harm* Be silent, and should 
we meet any inhabitant of tjiose inferior regions^ 
speak not a word, nor make any observ^on 
upon his appearance." 

Passing through the intricate apartments of 
the palace, they now came. to that large hall 
through which Hereward had passed on the first 
night of his introduction to the place of Anna's 
recitation, called the Temple of the Muses. It 
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was constnicted, as we h&ve said, of black marbiei 
dimly illuminated. At the upper end of the 
apartmeht was a small altar, on which was laid 
some incense, while over the smoke was sus^ 
pended, as if projecting from the wall, two imi^ 
tations of human hands and arms, which were 
but imperfectly seen* 

At the bottom of this hall, a small iron-door 
led to a narrow and winding staircase, resem* 
bling a draw* well in shape and size, the steps of 
which were excessiyety steep, and which the 
Emperor, after a solemn gesture to his daughter 
commanding her attendance, began to descend 
with the imperfect light, and by the narrow and 
difficult steps by which those who visited the 
under regions of the Blacquemal seemed to bid 
ndieu to the light of day. Door after door they 
passed in their descent, leading, it was'probable^ 
to different ranges of dungeons, from wMeh was 
obscurely heard the stifled voice of groans and 
mghs, such as attracted Hereward's attention on 
a former occasion. The Emperor took no no« 
dee of these signs of human misery, and three 
•tories, or ranges of dungecms) had been already 
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passed, ere the &ther and daughter arriyed at the 
lowest story of the building, die base of wlndlt 
was the solid rock, roughly carved, upon which 
were erected the side-wall^ and arches of solid 

■ 

imt unpolished marble. 

^^ Here," said Alexius Comnenus, ^< all hope, 
all expectation takes farewell, at ihe turn of a 
hinge or the grating of a lock. Yet shall not 
this be always the case — ^the dead shaU terire 
and resume their right, and the disinherited of 
these regions shaH again prefer their claim to 
inhabit the upper world. If I cannot entreat 
Heaven to my assistance, be assured, my daughf 
ter, that rather than be the pocnr animal whidi I 
have stooped to be thought, and even to be paints 
ed in thy history, I would sooner brave every 
danger of the multitude which now erect them- 
selves betwixt me and safety. Nothing is resolved 
SKV« that I will live and die an emperor ; and 
thou, Anna, be aeftured, iixat if there is poweris 
the beauty or in the talents, of which so much 
las been boasted, that power shall be this even- 
ing exercised to the advantage of thy parent^ 
Smn whom it is derived.*' 
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'< What 18 it that yoa mean, Imperial &ther ? 
— Holy Virgin ! is this the promise you made me 
to save die life of the unfortunate Nicephorus?' 

'^ And so I will," said the Emperor ; << and I 
am now about that action of benevolence. But 
think not I will once more warm in my bosom 
the household snake which Imd so nearly stung 
me to death. No, daughter, I have provided for 
thee a fitting husband, in one who is able to 
maintain and defend the rights of the Emperor 
thy fitther ; — ^and beware how thou opposest an 
obstacle to what is my pleasure ! for behold these 
walls of marble, though unpolished, and recollect 
it is as possible to die within the marble as to be 
bom there/* 

The Princess Anna Comnena was frightened 
at seeing her father in a state of mind entirely 
different from any which she had before wit- 
nessed. " O, Heaven ! that -my mojiier were 
here !" she ejaculated, in the terror of something 
she hardly knew what. 

<^ Anna,'' said the Emperor, <^ your fears and 
your screams are alike in vain. I am one of 
those, who, on ordinary occasions, hardly nourish: 
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a wish of my own, and account myself obliged to 
tbose who, like my wife and daughter, take care 
to save me all the trouble of free judgment. But 
when the vessel is among the breakers, and the 
master is called to the helm, believe that no 
meaner hand shall be permitted to interfere with 
him, nor will the wife and daughter, whom he 
indulged in prosperity, be allowed to thwart his 
will while he can yet call it his own. Thou couldst 
scarcely fail to understand that I was almost 
prepared to have given thee, as a mark of my 
sincerity, to yonder obscure Varangian, without 
asking question of either birth or blood. Thoir 
mayst hear when I next promise thee to a three* 
years' inhabitant of these vaults, who shall be^ 
Caesar in Briennius's stead, if I can move him to^ 
accept a princess for his bride, and an imperial 
crown for his inheritance, in place of a starving- 
dungeon." 

'^ I tremble at your words, father," said Anna 
Comnena ; ^^ how canst thou trust a man who has 
felt thy cruelty ? — How canst thou dream that 
aught can ever in sincerity reconcile thee to one 
whom thou hast deprived of hb eyesight ?'* 

VOL. Ill, B 
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^ Care not for that^'^ said Alexius ; ^ be be- 
comes mine, or Le shall never know wbal it is to 
1^ again his own. — And thou, girl, mayst restaa* 
meif that, if I will it, thou art next day the bride 
of my present captive, or thou redrest to the 
l&Ost severe nunnery, never again to mix with so^ 
fi^tyv Be sUent, therefore^ and await thy doom^ 
^A it shall eome, and hope not that thy utmost 
^deavours can avert the current of thy destiny." 
: A^ h§ concluded this singular dialogue, in 
which h^ had assumed a tone to which his daugh-* 
ter was. a stranger,, and brfore which she trem^ 
Ued, hq passed on through more than one 
^ictly fastened door,, while his daughter, with 
9^ faltering step^ illuminated him on the obscure 
9oad« At length he found admittance by another 
pafisi^e into tibe cell in which Ursel was confined^, 
and found him reclining in hopeless misery, — all 
those expectations having faded from his heart 
^hich the Count of Paris had by his ind<»nitable 
gallantry Ser a time excited. He turned his 
sightless e;^ towards the place where he heard 
die movixig of bolts and the approach of steps. 

<< A new featuret" he said, '* in my imprison- 
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jnent — a man comes with a lieary and deterrair 
ned. step, and a wcHnan or a child with eiie that 
scarcely presBei» the floor ! — Js it my death that 
you bring ? — Believe me, that I have lived loBg 
enough in these dtingeons to bid my doom wel« 



i9 



^ It is not thy death, noble Ursel," said the • 
Emperor, in a voice somewhat disguised* '^ Lifey 
liberty, whaliever lihe world has to give, is plateed 
by the Emperor Alexiiis at Ae feet of his nOble 
enemy, and he trusts that many years of happi- 
ness and power, togeth^ with the command of 
a large share of the empire, will soon obliterate 

the recollection of the dungeons of the Blacquer- 
naV 

« It cannot b^'*said l^wel, with a sigh. ** He 
upon whose eyes the sun has set even at middle 
4ay, ean have nothing left to bc^pe from the most 
ad'v^ntf^eouf^ change of circumstances/' 

*^ You aare not' entirely assured of that^" said 
the Emperor ; << allow us to convince you that 
what is intended towards you is^ truly favourablet 
pod UbecaVaQd I hope yoa will be rewarded b^ 
finding that there is more possibility of amend- 
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ment in yourcase, tlian your first apprehensions 
are willing to receive. Make an effort, and try 
whether your eyes are not sensible of the light 
of the lamp/' 

** Do with me,'* said Ursel, " according to 
your pleasure ; I have neither strength to remon- 
strate, nor the force of mind equal to make me 
set your cruelty at defiance. Of something like 
light I am sensible ; but whether it is reality or 
illusion, I cannot determine. If you are come to 
deliver me from this living sepulchre, I pray to 
God to requite you ; and if, under such deceit- 
fal pretence, you mean to take my life, I can 
only commend my soul to Heaven, and the ven- 
geance due to my death to Him who can behold 
the darkest places in which injustice can shroud 
itself/' 

So saying, and the revulsion of his spirits 
rendering him unable to give almost any other 
signs of existence, Ursel sunk back upon his 
seat of captivity, and spoke not another word 
during the time that Alexius disembarrassed him 
of those chains which had so long hung about 
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liiin, that they ahnost seemed to make a part of 
his person. 

'^ This is an affair in whicli thy aid can scarce 
be sufficient^ Anna,'* said the Emperor; <^ it 
would hare been well if you and I could have 
borne him into the open air by our joint strength, 
for there i3 little wisdom in showing the secrets 
of this prison-house to those to whom they are 
not yet known ; nevertheless, go, my child, and 
at a short distance from the head of the staircase 
which we descended, thou wilt find Edward, the 
bold and trusty Varangian, who, on your com* 
municating to him my orders, will come hither 
and render his assistance, and see that you send 
also the expenenced leech, Douban." 

Terrified, half-sdfled, and half-struck with hor- 
ror, the lady yet felt a degree of relief from the 
somewhat milder tone in which her father ad- 
dressed her. With tottering steps, yet in some 
measure encouraged by the tenor of her instruc* 
tions, she ascended the staircase which yawned 
upon these infernal dungeons. As she approach- 
ed the top, a large and strong figure threw its 
broad shadow between the lamp and the opening 



' ao . 4oaftrvT moBKKr of itiSBiA. 

' «f the IaIL FrigkteiBsd naafl^ to deatiL at &e 
thoughts of becoming the wife of a squalid wreteh 

'like {Jrael, a moment of weakness sdzed tipon 
the Princess's mind, and,' wlken she considered 

' tiie melaocholy^tioii which her father had placed 

' i^fore her, she could not bat dank that ihe louid- 

'- some and ^alhnt Varangian) who had alreafy 
rescued the royal family fitnn such imimneat 

'danger, was a fitter person with wliom to uxiifte 
Jherself, if she must needs make a second cheict, 

'thaii tbe mngular and disgusting beii^ whoan 

•her fadier's policy had raked from the bottom of 

'1^ Blaequemal dungeons. 

I will not say of poor Anna Comnena, who 
was a timid but not an unfeeHng woman, that 

' she would have embraced such a proposal, liad 
not the life of her present husband, Kicephoms 
Briemiius, been in extreme danger ; and it was 
obviously the determination of the Emperor, that 
if he ^ared him, it should be on the sole oondi- 
tioii of unloosing his daughter's hand, and bind- 
ing her to some one of better fiuth, and possessed 
of a greater desire to prove an affectionate son- 
in-law. Meidier d£d ike plan of ad^ting the 
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Varangian aa a aeoond kusbandy enter daddedlji 
into the mind of the Friacest. The present wm 
a jnoment of danga% in which her xescne io ba 
anoeeaif 111 most be aadden, and perhaps^ if eaea 
aeUeved, the lady might have had an opportn^ 
^ty.of freeing henelf boih from Ursel and the 
Varangian, withoiU disjoining either of them 
from her fiidier^s iwrittwce, or of herself losing 
xL At anyrate, the Mirest means of safety were 
lo secure, if possible, the yonng soldiery whose 
features and appearance weie of a kind iriucih 
rendered ihe task no way disagreeable to a bea&«- 
tifol woman. The schemes of conqaest are jo 
natural to tike fiar sex, and the whole idea passed 
so qnicUy through Anna Comnena's mind, that 
having first entened while the sddaer'B shadow 
jvas interposed between her and the lamp, it had 
fully occupied her quick imagination, when, with 
deep reverence, and great surprise at her sadden 
appearance on the laddar of Acheron, the Var 
iniBgian adrandng, knelt down, and lent his aaa 
to the assiBt&noe of the fidr ladys ni order to help 
lier out of the dreary staircase. 

^ Deafoit Hereward," said the lady, with a 
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degree of intimacy which seemed unusual, <^ how 
much do I rejoice, in this dreadful night, to have 
Mien under your protection 1 I have been in 
places which the spirit of hell appears to have 
contrived for the human race." The alarm of 
die Princess, the fiaLmiliarity of a beautiful woman, 
who, while in mortal fear, seeks refuge, like a 
frightened doye, in the &osom of the strong and 
the brave, must be the excuse of Anna Comnena 
fer the tender epithet with which she greeted 
Hereward ; nor, if he had chosen to answer in 
the same tone, which, faithful as he was, might 
have proved the case if the meeting had chanced 
i^efore he saw Bertha, would the daughter o£ 
Alexius have been, to say the truth, irreconci^ 
iably offended. Exhausted as she was, she suf- 
fered herself to repose upon the broad breast 
and i^houlder of the Anglo-Saxon; nor did she 
make an attempt to recover herself, although the 
^decorum of her sex and station seemed to recom*» 
mend such an exertion. Hereward was obliged 
himself to ask her, with the unimpassioned and 
reverential demeanour of a private soldier to a 
Princess, whether he ought to summon her female 
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-attendants ? to whicli she faintly uttered a nega- 
tive. " No, no"— r«dd she, " I have a duty .to 
execute for my father, and I must not summon 
eyewitnesses ;— he knows me to be in safety, 
Hereward, since he Imows I am with thee; and 
if I am a burden to you in my present state of 
weakness, I shall soon recover, if you will set 
me down jipon the marble steps/' 

, " Heaven forbid, lady,'''said Hereward, " that 
I were thus neglectful of your Highness's pre- 
cious health ! I see your two young ladies, 
Astarte and Yiolante, are in quest of you — Per- 
mit me to summon them hither, and I will keep 
watch upon you if you are unable to retire to 
your chamber, where, methinks, the present 
disorder of your nerves will be most properly 
treated/' 

« Do as thou wilt, barbarian," said the Princess, 
rallying herself, with a certain degree of pique, 
arising perhaps from her not thinking more dra^ 
moHs persovuB were appropriate to the scene, 
than the two who were already upon the stage. 
Then, as if for the first time, appearing to re- 
collect the message with which she had been 

b2 
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jeonunksioiied, she exhorted tbe VanuigiasL It 

(Vepair iiiBtantiy to her fath^« ,- '". 

Qel saeh oocaatoiiSy tiie sUgfatest curcuiBlBtoieeB 

Mve their e&ct on the actors. The Angkn 

So^on was sensible that the Princess was B«me- 

"what offianded, though whetibter ihe was so, oh 

aeebimt of her heing aetnaQy in Herewasd^ 

arms, or whetSier the cause of her anger was the 

being nearly discovered there by the two yeUng 

. maidens, the sentinel did not presume to guess ; 

,but departed fc»* the gloomy vaults to jom 

Alexius, with the never-'failihg double-edged 

axe, the bane of many a Turk, glittering upon 

his shoulder. 

Astarte and her compamon had been dispatch- 
ed by the Empress Irene in search of Anna Com- 
uena, through those apartments of the palaee 
which she was wont to inhabit. The dai^hter of 
Alexius -could nowhere be found, although the 
business on which they were seeking her was 
described by the Empress as of the most pressing 
nature. Nothing, however, in a paiace, passes 
altogether unespied^ so that the Empress's m^^ 
seAgers at length xecei^ed anfonuaticaa that thoir 
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Aiiabpeafi sofl tl>^ Empesor h»d be^ Men l# 
4e^eeiid tbat gloomy «ece8B to die dsiigeaBlb 
9i4u«h» by allusion ^ tibe dtodeal foferml £0r 
gions^ was tenned the Pit of A^b^Qiu llie|r 
4Bime t^AthesTf aceordijij^y^ &ad we have related 
fke consequeneeau Herewaid. tbought it nfeeea^ 
aaiy to «ay, thnt her Impeiial Higlm^ss ha4 
swooned upon being «uddenly brought into tlie 
itpper air* The Prusces^ on ibe other paffi^ 
inriaUy shook off her jureoile atteadaats^ aail 
jfeekred herself ready to proeeed to -the ohamp 
)>» of h^ mother. The obeisance which slike 
made H^reward at pairting, had something in il; 
of haughtiness, yet evidently qualified by a look 
^ f nendshif) and vegard* As she passed an apart-- 
3Qent in which some of the royal slaves w^e u| 
,waiting9 she addressed to one of them^ an old 
respectable man, of medical skill, a private and 
{lurried order, desiring him to go to the assistance 
«f her father, whom he would find at the bottom 
iol the staircase called the Pit of Acberoxi, and U^ 
UHf^ hk scimitsff along with hiijou To hear, as 
usual, was to ob^y, and Douben^ for tibat was hi# 
araine» only rejdied by that signifieant sign whieli 
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indicates immediate acquiescence. In the mean* 
time, Anna Comnena herself hastened onward to 
her mother's apartments, in which she found the 
Empress alone. 

<^ Go hence, maidens/^ said Irene, <^ and do 
not let any one have access to these apartments^ 
even if the Emperor himself should command it. 
Shut the door,'' she said, ^' Anna Comnena; and 
if the jealousy of the stronger sex do not allow 
m the masculine privilege of bolts and bars, to 
-secure the insides of our apartments, let us avail 
ourselves, as quickly as may be, of such opportu- 
Hiities as are permitted us ; and remember, Prin- 
cess, that however implicit your duty to your 
father, it is yet more so to me, who am of the 
«ame sex with thyself, and may truly call thee, 
"^ven according to the letter, blood of my blood, 
and bone of my bone. — Be assured thy father 
knows not at this moment the feelings of a 
woman. Neither he nor any man alive can justly 
conceive the pangs of the heart which beats under 
a woman's robe. These men, Anna, would tear 
flsunder without scruple the tenderest ties of 
<»ffection, the whole structure of domestic feli« 
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dtf , in whicli lie a woman's carefl, her J07, lier 
•pain, her love, and her despair, Trmt^ there- 
fore, to me, mj daughter ! and bdiere me, I 
will at once save thy &ther's crown and thy 
haj^iness. The conduct of thy husband has been 
wrong, most cruelly wrong; but, Anna, he is 
-a man — ^and in calling him such, I lay to his 
charge, as natural fifties, thoughtless treachery, 
wanton infidelity, every species of folly and in- 
consistency, to which his race is subject You 
ought not, therefore, to think of his &ultB, unless 
it be to forgive them." 

<< Madam," said Anna Comnena, ^^ forgive me 
if I remind you that you recommend to a princesst 
born in ihe purple itself a line of conduct which 
would hardly become the female who carries the 
pitcher for the needful supply of water to the 
village well. All who are around me have been 
taught to pay me the obeisance due to my births 
and while this Nicephorus Briennius crept on 
his knees to your daughter's hand which you 
extended towards him, he was rather receiving 
the yoke of a mistress than accepting a house-* 
hold aUiance with a wife. He has incurred his 



nAoDiDy widiout. a toiich erea of tkiit temptaftitv 
wliich MKy be pled by lesser culprits in Us coBr 
.ditkm ; and if it is die vill cf my £ad]ier that be 
'fliould die, or suffer banisfamenty or imprison- 
Taentf for the crime be has committed, it is not 
'fte business of Ama Comnena to interfere, she 
beiag the most injured among theimperial £Eyaaily, 
(Wlio hvre in so many, and such gross rei^ectSy 
•tiie right to oonq>lain of his falsehood.'^ 
. '^ Daughter,'' replied the Empress, ^^ so ftur I 
jigree with you, tiiat i^e treason of NicephonM 
towards your father and myself has been in a 
great degree unpardonable ; nor do I easily 'see 
(On what fooling, save diat of generosdty, his V& 
.oould be saved*. But still you are yourself in dif- 
ferent dreumstances from me, and may, as m^ 
\affeetionate and fond wife, compare the intimacies 
nf your former habits with the bloody diange 
^ which is so soon to be die consequence and tbe 
' jconclufidon of his crimes. He is possessed of that 
person and of those features which women most 
readily recall to ^eir memory, whether alive or 
dead. Think what it will cost you to recolleet 
lliat 4^ rugged executioner receuned bis last 
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fiidvtQr-'tibait itke fihapely nedL liad ii» better 
Tepese tkan tiie xougli block — that tike tongue, 
the Mximcl of wMch you need to piefiNr to the 
choicest iiistntnieiit» ef muflic, m silent in the 

Anna, who ms not insenfiible to the piezMnel 
jgraees of lier husband, w«s mneh affected bjr 
ibis forcible appeal. '^ Why distress me thii^ 
moiheT?^' she replied in a weeping aoeent. 
.^!Did I not feel as acutely as yon would hare me 
.to do, this moment, however awfiil, would be 
easily borne. I had but to think of Um as he is, 
to contrast his persoioal qualities with those of the 
mind, by wldch they are more than overbaknee^ 
and resign myself to his deserved fate with vaar 
-resiiting subnnssion to my &ther^8. wilL" 

^^ And diat,'' said the Empress, '^ would be 

-to bind Aee, by his sole JBat, to aome obseure 

wretch, whose ^bits of plotting and intriguing 

'had, by some miserable chance, given him thpe 

: opportunity of becoming of importance to the 

fimpevQT, and who is therefore to be rewarded 

by the hand of Anna Comneimu" 

<^ Do not think so meanly of me, madam,'* 
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said the Princess — ^^ I knoW) as well as ever 
Grecian maiden did, how I should free myself 
from dishonour; and, you may trust me, you 
shall never blush for your daughter*" 

<< Tell me not that,'' said the Empress, ^^ since 
I shall blush alike for the relentless cruelty 
which gives up a once beloved husband to an 
ignominious death, and for the passion, for which 
I want«a name, which would replace him by an 
obscure barbarian from the extremity of Thule, 
or some wretch escaped from the Blacquemal 

dungeons/' 

The Princess was astonished to perceive that 
her mother was acquainted mth the purposes^ 
even the most private, which her father had 
formed for his governance during this emer- 
gency. She was ignorant that Alexius and his , 
royal consort, in other respects living together 
with a decency ever exemplary in people of 
their rank, had sometimes, on interesting occa- 
sions, fiunily debates, in which the husband, 
provoked by the seeming unbelief of his partner, 
was tempted to let her guess more of his real 
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purposes than he would hare coolly imparted 
of his own calm choice. 

The Princess was affected at the anticipation 
of the death of her husband, nor could this hare 
been reasonably supposed to be otherwise ; but 
she was still more hurt and affronted by her 
.mother taking it for granted that she designed 
upon the instant to replace the Csesar by an un- 
certain, and at all events an unworthy successor* 
Whateveir considerations had operated to make 
Hereward her choice, their effect was lost when 
the match was placed in this odious and degpra* 
ding point of view; besides which is to be re* 
•membered, that women almost instinctively deny ^ 
their first ihougbts in favour of a suitor, and 
seldom willingly reveal them, unless time and 
circumstance concur to favour them. She called 
Heaven therefore passionately to witness, while 
she repelled the dharge. 

** Bear witness," she said, " Our Lady, Queai 
of Heaven ! Bear witness, saints and martyrs, 
all ye blessed ones, who are, more than ourselves^ 
the guardians of our mental purity I that I know 
no passion which I dare not avow, and that if 
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JMieephorafa life depended on'ny entreaty to 
God and men, all his injorioiis ada tow a idi me 
idUregarded and despised, it aliould be as long as 
'Heaven gave to those servants whom it snatdied 
£rom the .earth, without snfioriiig the pangs «f 
mortality I** 

. ^ You have sworn boldly,'* said tho EmpresL 
•^ See, Anna Comnena, that you keq> yoar 
•word, for belieye me it will be tried/' 

^ WhatwtU be tried, mother ?' said the Fria- 
icess; ^^ or what have I to do to pronounce tlie 
^<mi of the Csesar, who is not subject to my 
•power?* 

' << I will show you,'' said the Empress, giavar- 
ly ; and, leading her towards a sort of wardrobe, 
-which formed a closet in the wall, she withdrew 
ia curtain which hung before it, and plaeed before 
fher her unfortunate husband, Nicephorus Brien- 
nius, half-attired, with his sword (frawn in his 
hand. Looking upon him as an enemy, and 
rconscious of some sdiames with respect to hat 
which had passed through her mind in the course 
of these troubles, the Princess screamed £untly« 
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iqion perceiraig lim so near her wadi a wea|Ki« 
in Us iiand. 

^ Be more composed,*' said the Eiiiprea^ 
« er this wretched naa, if dtBoovered,' fidb iie 
less a "victim to thy idle fean than to thy haner 
liii revenge.** 

USeephoru^ at this speedi seemed to hav^ 
^adopted Lis cue, for,^dranMng ihe poiat af Us 
sword, and fidling on his luiees before &e Friiir 
•cess, he clasped his hands to entreat for mercy. 
« ^ What hast thou to Bsk hem' me ?' said his 
wife, natarally assured, by her husband's pros* 
'tration, that the stronger force was upon her ova 
«ide — '^^ What hast tibou to ask from me, that 
Outraged gratitude, betmyed a&edon, the moot 
i^lemn rows violated, and the fondest ties of 
•nature tora asunder like the q)ider's broken 
web, will permit thee to put in words for very 
shame?' 

^^ Do not suppose, Aima," replied the sup?- 
pliant, ^^ that I am at this leventful period of my 
Mfe to play the li3rpocrite, ior ike puTf>6se ^of 
•saving the wrdtched rebinant of a dish)noured 
'existence. I am bat desirous to part in charity 
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with thee, to make my peace with Heayen, and 
to nourish the last hope of making my way, 
chough burdened with many crimes, to those 
r^ons in which alone I can find thy beauty, thy 
talents, equalled at least, if not excelled." 

^* You hear him, daughter ?' said Irene ; *< his 
boon is for forgiveness alone ; thy condition is 
the more godlike, since thou mayst unite the 
safety of his life with the pardon of his offences." 

^* Thou art deceived, mother," answered Anna« 
*^ It is not mine to pardon his guilt, far less to 
remit his punishment You have taught me to 
think of myself as future ages shall know me ; 
what will they say of me, those future agesy 
wheft I am described as the unfeeling daughter, 
who pardoned the intended assassin of her fathetf 
because she saw in him her own unfaithful 
husband ?' 

" See there," said the Csesar, " is not that, 
most serene Empress, the very point of despair ? 
and have I not in vain offered my life-blood 
to wipe out the stain of parricide and iiigrati- 
tttde? Have I not also vindicated myself firom the 
most unpardonable part of the accusation, which 
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charged me with attempting the murder of the 
godlike Emperor ? Have I not sworn by all that' 
is sacred to man, that my purpose went no far- 
ther than to sequestrate Alexius for a little time 
from the fedgues of empire, and place him where 
he should quietly enjoy ease and tranquillity ; 
while, at the same time, his empire should be as 
implicitly regulated by himself, his sacred plea- 
sure being transmitted through me, as in any 
respect, or at any period, it had ever been ?'' 

^^ Erring man !" said the Princess, "hast thou 
approached so near to the footstool of Alexius 
Comnenus, and durst thou form so fidse an esti* 
mate of him, as to conceive it possible that he 
would consent to be a mere puppet by whose 
intervention you might have brought his empire 
to submission ? -Know that the blood of Com- 
nenus is not so poor; my &ther would have 
resisted the treason in arms ; and by the death 
of thy benefactor only couldst thou have grati- 
fied the suggestions of thy criminal ambition." 

" Be such your belief," said the Caesar; « I 
have said enough for a life which is not and ought 
not to be dear to me. Call your guards, and let 
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t^em take the life of t£e mtSMctimate Bnoimiifii^ 
siaee it has beeome liateful to Us once beloTed^ 
Aaaa Conmeiia* Be not afraid tliat any reMatance: 
of mine shall tender die scene of my apprehennon. 
dabiflMts or &taL Nicephorus Biienniiia is Caesar 
no longer, and he tbas l^ows at the feet of lm\ 
Prineess and apouse, the only poor i^eana whidir 
he has o£ resiatiDg the just doom whkh is th^er: 
feie at.her pleasure to* pass." 

He cast his sword before the£eet of the Priar: 
oessy while Irene exclaimed, weeping, or seeoung 
to weep bitterly, ^^ I have indeed read of such: 
scenes ; but could I eyer have thought that my) 
wwn daughter wauld hasre been: the principaL 
actress in one of them— could I ever have though^ 
that her mind,, admired by every oner as a palacet 
for the eceupatisn. of ^oUo. and. tjie Muses» 
idiould not hare had room enough for tke hiun- 
Ui»r, but moce amiable virtue of feminine charity 
and coflipassion,. which builds itself a nest in the 
boisom of the lowest village girl ? Do thy gif Isg 
accoppliahment^, and talents, spread hardness as 
well as polish over thy heart ? If so, a himdred 
limea better renonnee thexa all, and retain in 
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dieir stead .those gentle and domestte yirtaes 
witteh are the fint bonours of the. female heart* 
A woman wha 18 pitUess^k aworse monster tham 
me ^o is unsexed by any other passion/' 

<^ What would you have me do 1^ said Anna^^ 
^yoiij mother, ought to know better than I, Aat 
liie life of my father is hardly eensistent withr 
^be existence of this bold and cruel man. (X 1' 
SHB sore he still meditates his purpose of con* 
spoacy ) He that eould deceive a woman in the 
manner he has done me, will iM>t relinqmsh » 
plan which is founded u|K>n the death of h]i( 
bene£Eu;tor/' 

** You do me injustice, Anna,'' said Briea** 
nius, starting up, and imprinting a kiss upon h&e. 
MjpB ere she was aware. << By this caress, the last* 
that will pass between ns, I swear, that if in iny 
life I have yielded to folly, I have, notwith^ 
studing, never been guilty of a treason of the 
heart towards a wmnan as superior to the r^st oft 
the female worid in talents and a€Conq>lishmeBt%) 
as in personal beaaty." 

The Princessy mach softened^ shook her hea^> 
aa she r^qpUed--^ Ah^ Nieephonis l^--4iid wove: 
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once yonr words ! such, perhaps, were then 
your thoughts ! But who, or what, shall novr 
warrant to me the veracity of either ?" 

*^ Those very accomplishments, and that very^ 
beauty itself,^ replied Nicephorus* 

<^ And if more is wanting," said Irene, ^^ thy 
mother will enter her security for him. Deem 
her not an insufficient^ pledge in this affair ; she 
IS thy mother, and the wife of Alexius Comne- 
nus, interested beyond all human beings in the 
growth and increase of the power and dignity of 
her husband and her child ; and one who sees 
on this occasion an opportunity for exercising 
generosity, for soldering up the breaches of the 
Imperial house, and reconstructing the frame of 
government upon a basis, which, if there be - 
&ith and gratitude in man, shall never be again 
exposed to hazard." 

*^ To the reality of that faith and gratitude, 
then," said the Princess, '^ we must trust impli- ^ 
dtly, as it is your will, mother; although even 
my own knowledge of the subject, bodi througk' 
study and experience of the world, has called 
me to observe the radmest of such confidence^ 
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Bat althongh we two may forgive Nicephonis's 
errors, the Emperor is still the person to whom 
the final reference must be had, both as to pap- 
don and jfavour,'' 

^^ Fear not Alexins/' answered her mother ; 
'* he will speak determinedly and decidedly ; 
bnt, if he acts not in the very moment of form- 
ings the resolution, it is no more to be relied on 
than an icicle in time of thaw. D<> thou apprize 
me, if thou canst, what the Emperor is at pre<- 
sent doing, and take my word I will find means 
to bring him round to our opinion.'' 

</ Must I Aen betray secrets which my father 
has intrusted to me ?' said the Princess ; ^^ and 
to one who has so lately held the character of 
his avowed enemy ?* ■ ■ 

*^ Call it not betray," said Irene, << since it isr 
written, thou shalt betray no one, least of all thy 
&ther, and the fitther of the empire. Yet again 
it is written by die holy Luke, that men shall be 
betrayed, both by parents and brethren, and kins- 
folk, and Mends, and therefore surely also by 
daughters ; by which I only mean thou shalt £s- 
cover to us thy father's secrets, so far as may 

VOIm III. * c 
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enable US to save Ae life t)f thy hiMbairf. Th^ 
Becemty of 4e case excuseg wliatev« nmy^w 
oiherwise condideied as kregular.'' 

« Be it so then, mother. Having yichW wf 
eonsent, perhaps too eft^y, to Bnatck Aia nuie- 

fiictor from my fether*ii justiUe, I am &eiiaiWe I 
must secure his safety by swch meoM as are in 
my power, I left my fatbir at Ae b^tto» «* 
Aose »taii»» caUed, die Pit of A^her^n, m th» 
cell of a blind oo^i to wh<wi he gav^ the name 

of Ursd,^^ 

« Holy Mary!*' exclaimed tihe Empress, « Aott 
hast named a name which has been long unspo- 
ken in the open air." 

« Has the Emperor^s sense of his danger feom 
the Uving," said the Caesar, « indaded him to 
invoke the dead ?— for Ursel has been no. liWng 
man for the li^ace of three ytastaJ* 

« It mattem not," sdid Anna Gotiinena ; ^^ 1 
tell you true. My fiiAer even ntfw ImW oon^ 
ference with a miseraUe-lookiBg prisoner wimm 

ha so named.'' 

>(< It iS a danger the morei''^ said the Cftsar; 
f( he cannot have forgotten the sMd with 



I eaubraeed the oeme of die prMMt Emperor 
agiiiHitIu9own; indeo aoon as he: it at libertjr, 
be vSl stadf to aveage it For this we must 
endeasTOiir' to mske some pronsioii^ tfumgh it 
ittoenes ov difficDltie&--**-£St dflfim thea^ my. 
gesde, mf b^iefteent aether ;**-4aid th:ou» my 
"vrife, wbD hast -pctUscni, thy love fi>r aa tm* 
irertfiy hwixmd ie the miggeaAcam of jealous 
passion and of headlong revenge,, mi dowm, and 
let BS see ie what attuuuor it laay be in cmr 
powex^ eeesistenfly with yoor dnty to drai £Sai* 
peroT, to bring our broken vessel seandy ifldtty 
peit.^* 

He empibyed weeh Batoial graoe of ttuner iit* 
hgnHiiig tbe laothfir cnd^daiigliter te th^seatss 
udy taking his phos confidentially betvveeii. 
ihaia, all were soon cDsgai^d in concerting what 
BMamres dM^ be takea £Mr ^ monewv liot 
ftigptling sncii ai should at once hare the e&et 
of prtsenring ihe Gaasas's ]if e^ and at tibe aaaM 
tkitt sf segnring the Grecian empire against the 
eoaspscacy of which he had been the chief inw 
et^ator. Briennins ventured to Mnt, that pei«» 
hsps die: best way would be to suffer the oobk» 
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spiiacy to proceed as originally intended, pled* 
ging Ills own fEUth that the rights of Alexius 
should be held inviolate during tiiie struggle; 
but his influence over the Empress and her 
daughter did not extend to obtaining so great a 
trust. They plainly protested against permit- 
ting him to leave the palace, or taking the least 
share in the confusion which to-morrow was cer- 
tain to witness. 

<< You forget, noUe ladies," said the Ceesar^ 
^^ that my honour is concerned in meeting tiie 
Count of Paris.'' 

*^ Pshaw ! tell me not of your honour, Brien- 
nius,'' said Anna Comnena ; <^ do I not well know, 
tliat although the honour of the western knights 
be a qiedes of Molodi, a flesh-devouring, blood- 
quaffing demon, yet that that which is the god 
of idolatry to tlie eastern warriors^ though equal- 
ly loud and noisy in the hall, is &r less implar 
cable in the field ? Believe not that I have for- 
given great injuries and insults, in order to take 
such &l8e coin as honour in payment. Your in- 
genuity is^bttt poor, if you cannot devise some, 
excuse which will satisfy, the; Greeks ; and in 
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good soetby BriemiiiiSy toihis batde you go not, 
"wlietbeTloryoargpKidorforyourilL Belierenot 
that I wiU consent to your meeting either Count 
or Countess, whether in warlike combat or amo* 
roQS parley. So y<m may at a word count upon 
remaining pris<mer here until the hour iiq[>pointed 
for 8ucli gross folly be past and oven" 

The C«sar, perhaps^ was not in his heart 
angry that his wife's pleasure was so blnntly and 
resolutely expressed against the intended com- 
bat ^^ If,'' said he, << you are determined to 
take my honour into your own keeping, I am 
here for the present your prisoner, nor have I 
the means of int^eiing with your pleasure. 
When once at liberty, the free exercise of my 
reiout and my lance is once more my own." 

<' Be it so^ Sir Paladin,** said the PAicm, 
rery composedly. *< I hare good hope ihat 
neither of them will involve you with any of 
yon dare-devils of Paris, whether male or female, 
and lliat we will regulate the pitch to which your 
courage soars, by the estimation of Greek philo* 
Bophy, and the judgment of our blessed Lady of 
Mercy, not her of the Broken Lances." 
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At tlub iiionien V an anduiriABlxre kaodK tl. die 
door alarmed the ^onsolMion of tiie Cnsar aad 
IlieladlM. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Phyneian, Be comforted^ good madam : the great rage, 
T«« see, u cnnd in him : and ^t it ia daagw 
. To make him even o'er %ut time he haa lost* 
I>e8ire him to go in : trouble him no more, 
trill Iwiber lettUng. 

King Lear, 

Wk left the Emperor Alexins Comnenuft at 
flie bottom of a •ubterranean vault, witk a lamp 
expiring, and having charge of a prisoner, iriu^ 
seemed himself nearly reduced to the same ex- 
tremity. For the first two or three BKunents, he 
Ustened after his daughter's retiring footsteps^ 
He grew impatiient, and began to long for her 
retom be^we it was possible she could have tra^* 
yersed the path betwixt him and the summit of 
ibese gloomy sturs. A minute or two he en- 
dured with patience the absence of the assistance 
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wliich he had sent her to sommoiu but strange 
suspicions began to cross his imagination* CSould 
it be possible ? Had she changed her purpose on 
account of the hard words which he had used 
towards her? Had she resolved to leave her 
father to his fate in his hour of utmost need? 
and was he to rely no longer upon the assistance 
which he had implored her to send? 

The short time which the Princess trifled away 
in a sort of gallantry with the Varangian Here- 
ward, was magnified tenfold by the impatience 
of the Emperor, who began to think that she 
was gone to fetch the accomplices of the Caesar 
to assault their prince in his defenceless condi- 
tion, and carry into effect their half-disconcerted 

conspiracy. 

After a considerable time, filled up with this 
feeling of agonizing uncertainty, he began at 
length, more composedly, to recollect the littie 
chance there was that the Princess would, even 
for her own sake, resentful as she was in the 
highest degree of her husband^s ill behaviour^ 
join her resources to his, to the destruction €t 
one who had so generally diow^d himself an 
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jadulgent and affisctionate fiither. When he had 
adopted this better mood, a step was heard upon 
the staircase, and after a long and unequal de- 
scent, Here ward, in his heavy armoar, at length 
eoolly arrived at the bottom of the steps. Be- 
hind, him, panting and trembling, partly with 
bold and partly with terror, came Douban, the 
slave well skilled in medicine. 

*^ Welcome, good Edward ! Welcome, Don- 
ban !" he said, <^ whose medical skill is sufficiently 
able to counterbalance the weight of years which 
hang upon him." 

:. ^^ Your Highnesi^ is gracious,'' said Douban— 
but what he would have fiirther said was cut off 
bya. violent fit of • coughing, the consequence of 
his age, of his feeble habit, of the damps of the 
dongeon, and the rugged exercise of descending 
the long and difficult staircase. 
. <^ Thou art unaccustomed to visit thy patients 
in so rough an abode," said Alexius ; <^ andy 
neverd^eless, to the damps of these dreary re- 
gions state necesnty ob%es us to confine man^ 
who are no less bur beloved subjects in reality, 
than they are in title." 

c2 
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The inedkal nMMBi eoBtimied his.eoi^^ p^^ 
iMips as an apdogy for aot giraig liflt aMvrer «f 
atteiftt^ with whicli bit aoBscienoe did not ea«ly 
fenait him to reply to aa olwervatioiiy. whiefay 
though stated by one who should kaaow the AmH^ 
aefimed not to be in itself altogother likely. 

«< Ye8» my Doubon»" said the Empeitt:, «^]b 
this strong case of steel and adamant have wo 
Ibund it neeessary to enclose the redonbtedUrsel) 
whose ftme is spread thnmg^ the whole wurU^ 
Iboth f«r military skill, pdidcal wisdom, porsoni 
bravery, and other noble gifts, wUoh we faafiRe 
heen obliged to ohscnre for a time^ hi order fliat 
Hre mighty at the fittest coignnetiire, which is new 
tozived, restore them to the world in their fall 
kiatre. Feelhis pnke^ therefcwe, Doi]han-*-«an* 
ader him aaoAo who hath suffered severe cobh 
finement, with all its privatums, and is aboat to 
be suddenly testored to the lull eig'oyment of 
life, and whatever renders life valnaUe/' 

<M will do my best," said DoidMOi; ^ bst 
yoBf Majesty must eensider, diat we wwk t^aaii 
» fiafl iumI exhrasted sulijeet, whose health seofl^ 
already wellnigh gone, and. may peiliapji 
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is on i(i8te»t^^l&e IMh pale and tromUiDgiiglity 
whose preeaiiovs eonditioji the ttfe-breath of t}ii« 
vnfertpBate patient seems elosely to f esemhle.'' 

^ Desire, therefore, good Dooban, one ov 
two of Ae mutes who serire in the interior) and 
who hare repeatedy been thy asnttaenlB in sadi 
eases o r stay — ^Edwurd, Ihy motions wiU he 
more speedy; do tiboa go for the nratee^i^makt 
-Atom bring some kmd of fitter to tntnsport the 
patient; and, Douban, do thou superintend the 
whole. Transport hkn iDStanily to a snittble 
vpaEPtment, only taking eare tl^tt it be secret, and 
let him enjoy the comforts of the baAi, and wliat!" 
mwt eke may tend to restore ys feeUe aBomar 
ik&R — keeping in mind, Aat he must, if posn^ 
Ue, appear to-morrow in ihe field.** 

<< Ihat wiU be Imid," said Doahan, <^ afitcr 
havmg been, it would appear, asl^eeted to (mek 
fare and such uss^ as his flaetuatiBg puis^ 
Intinnrtes b«t too fdainly^** 
. ^^Twm a miMnke of the dangecm-keeper, die 
ftthwaum ^viMn, who should not go mthooit Us 
reward,!' eocitiiraed the £mperor, <« had not Hear 
^venateeadyjbestewed k by the stnmgeipedSKof a 
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sylvan man, or nadye of the woods, who yester^ 
day put to death the jailer who meditated the 
death of his prisoner — ^Yes, my dear Doubaoi 
a private sentinel of onr guards called the Im- 
mortal, had .wellnigh. annihilated this £k>wer of 
our trusty whom for a time we were compelled 
to immure in secret. Then, indeed, a rude ham- 
mer had dashed to pieces an unparalleled bril- 
liant, but the &te8 have arrested such a misfor- 
tune/' 

; The assistance having arrived, the physician, 
who seemed more accustomed to act than to 
apeak, directed a bath to be prepared with me- 
dicated herbs, and gave it as his opinion, that 
the patient should not be disturbed till to-mor- 
row'is sun was high in. die .heavens. . Ursel ac^ 
cordingly was assi^d to the bath, which was 
employed accofding to the directions of the 
physidan; but without affordii^ any material 
symptoms of recovery. From thence he wa$ 
transferred to a cheerful bedchamber, openjing by 
an ample window to one of the ter^$tces of tbe 
-palace, which commanded an. extensive prospect* 
These operations were performed upon a finsie 
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80 extremely stupified by previofis suffering, so 
dead to tlie usual sensations of existence, tiiat it 
was not till the sensibility should.be gradually 
restored, by firiction of the stiffened limbs, and 
other means, that the leech hoped llie mists of 
the intellect should at length begin to clear 
away. 

Douban readily undertook to obey the com-* 
mands of the Emperor, and remain by the bed 
of the patient until the dawn of morning, ready 
lo support nature as &r as the skill of leechcraflb 
admitted. 

Frotn the mutes, much more accustomed to 
be the executioners of the Emperor's displeasure 
• than of his humanity, Doub$m selected one man 
of milder mood, and, byAlexius's order, made 
him understand, that the task in which he was 
engaged was to be kept most strictiy secret, 
while the hardened slave was astonished to find 
that the attentions paid to the sick were to be 
rendered witii yet more mystery than the bloody 
offices of death atid torture. ^ 

The passive patient received the various acts 
id attention which were repdered to him in 
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; and if not totally witkoat CQnsetmiaaesSy 
at least wxlhoiit a distinct oempreheBslan of their 
object. After the sootihing operation of the bafth) 
and the yoluptnoiis exchange of the mde and 
musty pile of straw^ on \diich he had stretebed 
liinself for years, for a coach of the softest domib 
Ursel was presented with a sedative draRg)it» 
slightly tiactiu-ed widi an opiate, Hm bakny 
restorer of nature eame Aua invdked, and tke 
active sunk into a delieicms slimiber kng on- 
known to him, and whieli seemed to oeenpy 
equally his mental Acuities and his bodily frame, 
while tiie featuFSS were released from their rigid 
tenor, and the posture of the limbs, no longer 
disturbed by fits of inramp, and sudden and age^ 
niaing twists and throes, seemed elianged for a 
}dbcid state of tho most perfect ease and traa- 
iquillity. 

The mom wn already colouring die horison, 
and the freshness of the breeze of dawn had insi- 
nuated itself into tlie lofty halls (^ the patace d 
the Blacquemal, when a gentle tap at the door 
^ die chamber awaked . Donfaan, who, undis- 
turbed from the calm slate of Ms palest, had 
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isdolged Idmself wkb a brief refMMie*^ The doer 
opened, and a figure appeared, disguked in die 
riibes worn by an officer of die palace, and con* 
cealing beneath an artificial beard of great Bize, 
and of a white eolonr, the features of the Em- 
peror h&sagelf* ^* Dottban/' said Alexins, ^< how 
f £ve» it with thy patient, whose safety is this day 
of BaA oonsequenee to the Grecian state i^ 

<< Well, my lord,^ replied the physician, 
^ excdlentiiy well ; and if be is not now di^ 
tnrbed, I will wager whateyer sldU I possess, 
l]iat>natSEre, assisted by the art of the physicim, 
will triumph over the damps and the unwhole- 
some air of tlie impure dungeon. Qnlybepru- 
^«»t9 ^^ ^^d, and let not an imtfanely haste 
bfing this Ursel forward into the contest ere^ he 
has arraigned A/e disturbed current of h» ideas, 
and recovered, in some degree, the spring of his 
mind, and the powers of his body/' 

<< I will rule my impatienee," aeid tlie I!mp&* 
Tor, ^^orradMT, DouboB, IwiSl be ruled by thee. 
Thittkeirt thou he is awake ?^ 

<< I am inclined to thmk so," said the leeeh, 
^< but he opens not his eyes, and seems to me as 
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if he absolutely resisted the natural impulse to 
rouse himself and look around him/' 

<^ Speak to him/' said the jBmperor» ^< and let 
us know wliat is passing in his mind." 

"It is at some risk/' replied the physician, "but 
you shall be obeyed. — Ursel," he said, approach-* 
ing the bed of his blind patient, and then, in a 
louder tone, he repeated again, " Ursel ! Ursel !" 

" Peace— r Hush !" muttered the patient; " dis- 
turb not the blest in their ecstasy — ^nor again 
recall the most miserable of mortals to finish the 
draught of bitterness which his &te had com- 
pelled him to commence." 

" Again, again," said the Emperor, aside to 
Douban, " try him yet again ; it is of import- 
ance for me to know in what degree he possesses 
his senses, or in what measure they have disapr 
peared from him." 

" I would not, however," said the physician, 
." be the rash and guilty person, who, by an ill- 
.timed urgency, should produce a total alienation 
of mind, and plunge him back either into abso- 
lute lunacy, or produce a stupor, in which he 
might remain for a lopg period." 
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<^ Surely not," replied the Emperor ; *< my 
commands are those of one Christian to another, 
nor do I wish them fiirther obeyed than as they 
are consistent with the laws of God and man." 

He paused for a moment after thi^ declara- 
tion, and yet but few minutes had elapsed ere he 
agson urged the leech to pursue the interroga* 
tion of his patient ^^ If you hold me not com- 
petent," said Doul^, somewhat Vain of the trust 
necessarily reposed in him, <^ to judge of Ae 
treatment of my patient, your Imperial Highness 
must take the risk and die trouble upon your- 
self," 

" Marry, I shall/' said the Emperor, ** for 
the scruples of leeches are not to be indulged, 
when the &te of kingdoms and the lives of mo- 
narchs arie placed against them in the scales.— 
Rouse thee, my noble Ursel I hear a voice, with 
which thy ears were once well acquainted, wel- 
come thee back to glory and command ! Look 
around thee, and see how the woAd smiles to 
welcome thee bad^ firom imprisonment to em- 
pire !" 

Cunning fiend !" said Ursel, ^* who usest 
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iter moBt vily baits in order to av^pofint the 
aoiaeiy of the ifretehed ! Know, tempter, Aait i 
am oooseioBB oi die ^rhole tridc of the aoothii^ 
imaeefi of lastidirhti — diy iMrths^-^tfay bedB*«*aiid 
thy boweza of hliscK-Biil iooner diah tiMm be able 
to brimg a snile upon the cheek of St AathcBy 
the Eremite^ thu induee me to eml mine aft«r 
Ae fiwhioB of earthly volaptiiarie&" 

^ Try it, fiK^ish ma%'' insisted the "Empeaeor^ 
^ and trust to the evidenoe of thy senses for the 
leality of the pleasures by vhk^ thou art now 
anzroaiided; or^ if thon art obstinatein thy ladt 
of faith, tarry as thou art for a single moment^i 
and I will bring wi& me a being so nnparalleled 
in her lovi^ness, that a angle glance of her 
ifere vor& the. restoration of Aine eyes;, were 
k only to faiokiipcm her for amcment." So say-* 
ing he hit the apartment 

'* Traitor,*' said Ursel, ^ and dee^yer of oih^ 
hrmg no one hither 1 and striye n^ by shadowy 
sad ideal fi>rma of beauty, to increase. fiie dd»9 
aion tl»it gilds my prison-haine for a momm^ 
in order, doubtless, to destroy totally the spark 
of reason, and then exohange tibis earthly hell 



4m a duBgeoB in the iafennd tefpmm Aen^ 

^ EBb HDiid is flomewluKt ahatteted,'' mamed 
llie pkyskiaii, << wiidk is often ^ etBseqMBce 
ef along'selitBrjrcoiifiBeineiiL Lmanrelflnelit'' 
'l»w lus fiurtfaier dioi^it» *^ if Ike Empercr cm 
tAape out any Tafionai tetviee iiUi^ &is naa 
4can raaKler kfan, after beiag* aa loi^ iim we d in 
ao-konilile a dnngeoA. — ^Hott tkndctf^ then,*' 
ecratiBmed he, addieodng Ae patient, ** ^t die 
fleemkiig rrieese of hst night, witk ib baiha anjl 
refireshmcmtB, ifbs only. a delushre dreaan, ifi^d^ 
oat any reality ?* "* 

" Ay — -what else V answered UneL 

** And that the aroosing thyaelf, as we deaive 
lliee to do, wonid be but a reaignii^ to a ram 
temptation, m order to wake to more nnliappi- 
ness than formerly ?* 

•" Eren so," returned the patient 

*^ ^What, then, are thy thoughts of the ikape- 
Tor, by whose command thou sufferest so severe 
a restraint ?* 

Perhaps Douban wished he had forborne this 
question, for, in the very moment when he piit 
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•it], the door of the chamber opened, and the EiKb- 
peror entered, with his daughter hanging upon 
his arm, dressed with simplicity, yet with beco* 
ming splendour, "She had found time, it seemis, 
to change her dress for a white robe, which 
resembled a kind of mourning, the chief omii- 
ment of whidi was a diamond chaplet, of ines- 
timable value, which surrounded and bound the 
long sable tresses, that reached from her head to 
her waist. Terrified almost to death, she had 
been surprised by her father in the company of 
her husband the Caesar, and her mother; and 
the same thimdering mandate had at once or<- 
dered Briennius, in the character of a more tiian 
stispected traitor, under the custody of a strong 
guard of Varangians, and commanded her to 
attend her fether to the bedchamber of Ursel, in 
which she now stood ; resolred, however, that she 
would stick by the sinking fortunes of her hus- 
band, even in the last extremity, yet no less de- 
termined that she would not rely upon her own 
entreaties or remonstrances, until she should see 
whether her £either's interference was likely to 
reassume a resolved and positive character. Has- 
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tily as the plans of Alezhis had been £oniied» 
and hastily as they had been disconcerted by 
aecidenti there remained no alight chance that 
he might be forced to come round to the purpose 
on which his wife and daughter had fixed their 
heart, the forgiyeness, namely, of the guilty 
Nicephorus Kiennius. To his astoniahment» 
and not perluqps greatly to his satiflbction, he 
beard the patient deeply engaged with the phy- 
sician in canvasaing his own character* 

^^ Think not," said Ursel in reply to him^ 
cc ^t though I am immured in this dungeon, 
and treated as something worse than an outcast 
of humanity — and although I am^ moreover, de> 
priyed of my eyesight, tbe dearest gift of Hear 
yen — think natf I say, though I suffer all this 
by the cruel will of Alexius Coronenus, that 
therefore I hold him to be mine enemy ; on the 
contrary, it is by his means that the blinded and 
miserable prisoner has been taught to seek a 
liberty &r more uncon$trained than this poor 
earth can aSbrd, and a yision far more clear than 
any Mount Fii^;ah on this wretched side of the . 
grave can give us : Shall I therefore accotint the 
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£2ii^>eror among mine enemies? He who has: 
tsc^ht me the vanity of eartUy things — the no-, 
diingness of earthly enjoyments — and the pure 
hope of a better worid, as a eertaia exchange far 
the misery of the preseit ? No P' 

The £mperor had stood somewhi^ discon-* 
oetted at the beginning of tUs speech, but heac* 
ing it so yery unexpectedly terminate, as he "Wbb 
willing to suppose, -nmeh in his own £befoiuv he 
threw himself into an attitude wluch was partly 
that of a modest person listening [to his own 
praised, and partly that of a man higldy struck 
with tiie oosuBendations heaped upon him by a 
generous adinersary.^ 

** My friend,** he said aloud, ^* how tndy do 
you read my purpose, when you suppose that 
llie knowledge whidi men of your di^08iti<ni 
can eztmct from evil, was all the ezperieoee 
which I wished you to derive from a eqptivity 
protracted by adverse eirenmstances, fisr, very 
fkr, beyond my widies ! Let me embrace the 
ge&erous man who hnows so well how to con* 
stroe the purpose of a perplexed, but stiU fiiithfid 
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' The pttdent labed lumself in liis bed. 

^< Hold, there !" he said, << metlunks ny heui^ 
ties begin to ooUectthemsehres. YeSy" he mat- 
tered, ^ that is the treachenwi yoioe which fint 
hid me welcome as a Mead, and Aen oonmand* 
ed fi^Hsely that I sheald be deprived of die light 
«E my eyes i— -laciease thy rigeur if thou wiity 
Comnettua—- add, if Ifam oBBst, to Ae toitare ef 
my OBfftfmanegi — but smoe I eaimet aee Ay 
kyjpocnticai and inhmnasa feaetaie^ wpue me^ in 
meicy, the eevnd ofa voiee, mote disfaitm i ng to 
mme ear l&ah toads, llian gctpentij than what* 
ever aatnve lias most offiennre and diagosling ¥* 
TUa speech was deiiTerad with so mndi 
enwgy, Amt it wm in Tain that the Cmperor 
strove to interrupt its tenor ; althongh he .hiaft» 
sel^ as well as Doufaan and hn danghtcar, heard 
a fpreat deal mere «f the laaigiii^e of imadomed 
and natnnd passioa than lie hnd coonted iips«. 

<* Raise thy head, rash man," he said, ^ and 
^Sttm dby tong«e» ere it proeeed in n stmin 
whkjh amy oast thee dear*. Look, at me, and 
see if I haw not reserved a rewaosi capaUe ef 
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atoning for all the evfl which thy folly may char^ 
to my account." 

Hitherto the prisoner had remained with his 
eyes obstinately shut, regarding the imperfect 
recollection he had of sights which had been 
before his eyes the foregoing evening, as the 
mere suggestion of a deluded imagination, if not 
actually presented by some seducing spirit But 
now, when his eyes fidrly encountered the stately 
figure of the Emperor, and the graceful form of 
his lovely daughter, painted in the tendejr rays 
of tiie morning dawn, he ejaculated faintiy^ ^< I 
see ! — I see I** — And witii that ejaculation fell 
back on tiie pillow in a swoon, which instanUy 
found employment for Douban and his restora- 
tives. 

'< A most wonderful cure indeed !'^ exclaimed 
the physician ; *< and tiie height of my wishes 
wi>uld be to possess such another miraculous 
restorative/' 

<<Fool!" said tiie Emperor; <<<»nst thou 
hot conceive that what has never been taken 
away is restored witii littie difficulty ? He was 
made," he said, lowering his voice, << to undergo 
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a painful operation, which led him to believe thai 
the organs of sight were destroyed ; and as light 
scarcely ever visited him, and when it did, only 
in doubtful and almost invisible glimmerings 
the prevailing darkness, both physical and men-* 
taV that surrounded him,, prevented him from 
being sensible of the existence of that precious 
faculty, of which he imagined himself berefu 
Perhaps thou wilt ask my reason for inflicting 
upon him so strange a deception? — Simply it 
was, that being by it conceived incapable of 
reig^ning, his memory might pass out of the 
minds of the public, while, at the same time, I 
reserved his eyesight, that, in case occasion 
should call, it might be in my power once more 
to liberate him from his dungeon, {md employ, 
as I now propose to do, his courage and talents 
in the service of the empire, to counterbalance 
those of other conspirators," 

<< And can your imperial Highness," sai4 
Douban, <^ hope that you have acquired ihiii 
man's duty and affection, by the conduct yo\;i 
have observed to him ?' 

<< I cannot tell," answered tbe Emperor,; 

VOL. III. D 
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*^ that must be as futurity shall determine. All 
I know, is, that it is no feiult of mine, if Ursel 
does not reokon freedom and a long^ course of 
empire-perhapB sanctioned by an alliance witk 
our own blood — and the continued enjoyment of 
ihe precious organs of eyesight, of which a less 
feKnrupulous man would have depiived him, againsf 
a tnaimed and darkened existence.'' 
'. ^< Since such is your Highness's opinion and 
resolution,'' said Douban, ^^ it is for me to aidf 
and not to coimteract it Permit me, thereforet 
lo pray your Highness and the Princess to witli'« 
^baw, that I may use such remedies as may coa^ 
firm a mind which has been so strangely shaken* 
imd restore to hin^ fully die use of those eyes* 
<af wiuch h«t has been so long deprived." 
^ ^ I am content, Douban," said the Emperor; 
^< but take notice, Ursel is not totally at liberty 
imtil he has expressed the resolutt<m to become 
Betually mine. It may behove both him and 
Hiee to know, thai although there is no purpose 
trf'teraitti&ghim tojliedimge<msof th^ Blaequeiy 
nal palace, yet if he, or any on Ins par^ should 
<asplre to head a party in these feverish times, — 
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by the honour of a gentleman, to swear a Frank- 
ish oath, he shall find that he is not out of the 
reach of the battle-axes of my Varangians. I 
trust to thee to communicate this fact, which 
concerns alike him and all who have interest in 
his fortunes.— ^Come, daughter, we will with- 
draw, and leave the leech with his patient. — 
Take notice, JDouban, it is of importance that 
you acquaint me the very first moment when 
the patient can hold rational communication 
withme." 

Alexias and his accomplished daughter departs* 
ed aocordiogly. 



1 • 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Sweet are tlie hbcs of adTenity» 

Whicb, like tlie toad, ugly and venomoitay 

Bean yet a precious jewel in its head. 

As You Like It. 



From a terraced roof of the BIacq[uernal pa- 
lace, accessible by a sash-door, which opened 
from the bedchamber of Ursel, there was com- 
manded one of the most lovely and striking yiews 
which the romantic neighbourhood of Constan- 
tinople afforded* 

After suffering him to repose and rest his 
agitated fsiculties, it was to this place that the 
physician led his patient; for when somewhat 
composed, he had of himself requested to be 
permitted to verify the truth of his restored eye- 
sight, by looking out once more upon the majes- 
tic face of nature* 

On the one hand, the scene which he beheld 
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was a masterpiece of human art. The proud city, 
bmamented with stately buildings, as became 
the capital of the world, showed a succession of 
glittering spires and orders of architecture, some 
of them chaste and simple, like those the capitals 
of which were borrowed from baskets-full of 
acanthus ; some deriving the fluting of their shafts 
from the props made originally to support the 
lances of the earlier Greeks : forms simple, yet 
Diore graceful in their simplicity, than any which 
kmnan ingenuity has been able since to invent. 
With the most splendid specimens which ancient 
art could afford of those strictly classical models 
were associated those of a later age, where more 
modem taste had endeavoured at improvement, 
and, by mixing the various ordears, had produced 
such as were either composite, or totally out of 
rule. The size of the buildings in which they 
were displayed, however, procured them respect; 
nor could even the most perfect judge of archi- 
tecture-avoid being struck by the grandeur of 
their extent and effect, although hurt by the in« 
correctness of the taste in which they were 
executed. Arches of triumph, towers, obelisks. 
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and spirei, des^nedfor varibtis puipoaes, rese up 
iskto th^ air in confused magnificfence ; wlaile tk^ 
lower view was filled by the streets of the eityj 
the domestic habitations forming fong narrow 
alleys^ on either side of which the houses arose to^ 
Tarions and unequal heights, but, being generally, 
finished with terraced coverings, thickset witb^ 
plants and flowers, and fountains, had, whe4 
Se^i from an eminience, a more noble and inte- 
resting aspect than is ever afforded by the sloping: 
and uniform roofs of streets in the capitals of the 
north of Eurc^e. 

It has taken us some time to give, in w^N'dss 
the idea which was at a single glance conveyecl 
to Ursel, and affected him at first with gtea^ 
pain. His eyeballs had been long istrangers to; 
that daily exercise, which teaches us the habit o£ 
eorrecling the scenes as they appear to our sights 
by the knowledge which we derive from the use 
of our other senses. His idea of distance was so 
eonfused, that it seemed as if all the ^ires, turreta 
and nJnarets which he beheld, were crowded for« 
ward upon his eyeballs, and almost toudbingthem* 
With a sliriek of horror, Ursel turned himsdf to 



liie fatAjer side, and cast bis eyes upon a differenl 
K^ne.. Here also lie saw towers, steeples^ and 
turrets, but they were those of the chiir<^hes and 
pnUic buildings beneath his feet, reflected from 
Ae dazzling piece of water which formed the 
harbour of Constantinople, and which, from iik^ 
abundance of wealth which it transported to the. 
city, was well termed the Golden Horn. In oner 
place, this superb basin was lined with quays^ 
where stately dromonds and argosies unloaded 
their wealth, while, by the shore of the hayen»; 
gsAleys, feluccas, and other small craft, idly flap* 
ped the Angularly shaped and snow-white pinions 
Irhich served them for saib. In other plac^, tli€ 
Golden Horn ^y shrouded in a verdant mande 
6f trees, where the private gardens of wealthy^ 
br distinguished indiyiduab, or places of pubUd 
recitation, shot down upon and were bounded 
by the glassy waters. . ; 

On the Bosphorus, which might be seen in the 
dkrCance, the little fleet of Tancred was lying in 
the same station they h^ gained during the 
night, which was fitted to command the opposite 
landing: this their general had preferred to « 
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midniglit descent upon Constantinople, not know- 
ing whether, so coming, they might be received 
lis friends or enemies. This delay, however, had 
given the Chreeks an opportunity, either by the 
orders of Alexius, or the equally powerful man- 
dates of some of the conspirators, to tow six ships 
of war, full of armed men, and provided with the 
maritime offensive weapons peculiar to the Greeks 
at that period, which they had moored so as ex- 
actly to cover the place where the troops of Tan- 
cred must necessarily land. 

This preparation gave some surprise to the 
valiant Tancred, who did not know that such 
vessels had arrived in the harbour from Lemnos 
on the preceding night. The undaunted courage 
of that prince was, however, in no respect to 
be shaken by the degree of unexpected danger 
with which his adventure now appeared to be 
attended. 

This splendid view, from the description of 
which we have in some degree digressed, was 
seen by the physician and Ursel from a terrace, 
the loftiest almost on the palace of the Blacquer- 
nal. To the city w&rd, it was bounded by a solid 
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imll, of considerable height, giving a resting* 
place for the . roof of a lower building, which^ 
ialoping outward, broke to the view the vast 
height^ unobscured otherwise save by a high and 
massy balustrade, composed of bronze, which, to 
the havenward, sunk sheer down upon an nnin-^ 
terru])l^d precipice* 

No sooner, therefore, had Ursel turned his 
eyes that way, than, though placed &r from the 
brink of the terrace, he exclaimed, with a shridc^ 
^^ Save me — save me ! if you are not indeed the 
destined executors of the Emperor's will/' 

^* We are indeed such," said Douban, <^ to 
save, and if possible to bring you to complete 
recovery; but by no means to do you injury, or 
to suffer it to be offered by others." 
. << Guard .me then from myself,^' said Urself 
^ and save me from the reeling and insane desire 
which I feel to plunge myself into the abyss, to 
the edge of which you have guided me." 

^* Such a giddy and dangerous temptation is," 
said the physician, *^ common to those who have 
not for a long time looked down from precipitous 
heights, and are suddenly brought to th^Ui; Na^ 

d2 
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tere, liewe^^ bounteoiis, Iiath not provided £at 
|lie omaaiion of our jEttculties for years^ and £wr 
their sudden resumfitioiL in full strengtii and 
%q[oiir. An interral, longer or shorter, must 
needs inlervenew Can yon not beliere tliis ter- 
laee a safe station while you hare my snppfivt 
and that of this faithful slave ?'' 

^' Cerlttnly,'^ said Ursel ; ^ but peraedt xne to 
#um my &ce towards this stwe-mll, for I <m^ 
pot bear to look at the flimsy piece o£ wire# 
iirhidi h the only battlemegBt of deleflce Aat 
interposes betwixt me and the pirceipiee/' Hs 
Spoke of the brcmze babastrade, six feet h%h, 
#nd massive in prof^cMrtion^ Thus flaying^ and 
Ikoldioi; fas^ by tbe physician'sarm, Uisel) tfaei^ 
himself a yotu^er and more able man» trembledf 
siod moted his feet as dowly as if niade o£ lead, 
until he reached tke sadied-door^ where thei^ 
ipaa placed a kind of baleony-seat^ in wbidk hs 
placed himself.—" Here," he said, '^ will I re- 
aaab."^ 

' " And h^e," said Doiibcm,/^ will I n»ke ths 
comBMKdeatiott of the Emperor, whids it ia mm 
Cfessary you ^umld be prepared to reply to. U 
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jBaoes you, yini mil bbserw, at 7007 inm dispoi^ 
1^ fur liberty or caplS v iA y ^ but k ccMiditkiiM foir 
your rengniiig tbst sweet bat imfiil nmnui 
termed revenge^ whieh, I mtBit sot coneeid hmm 
yof^ chance appears wilUng to put into yoist 
band. You know ike degree of 4valry in wUcb 
you bare been held by tbe Enqpietor^ tsoA yim 
know the measure of eTii yo« bare sustained at 
bis hand* The qaestimi i»y Can you &rgir«i 
wbat has taken plaee ?' 

'' Let me wrap nsy head round with my maa-i' 
iiB^ said Ursei, ^^ to dispel tfads ^fizzinesa vfaidb 
still oppresses my poor brain, and as soon as the. 
power of recoUeetion is granted to mef, you shall 
know my sentiments." 

He sunk upon the seat, muffled in the way: 
wbidi he deseribed, and after a few Jtiinuteaf; 
reflection, with a trq>idation wUeh ai^ed iSsat: 
patient still to be imder Ae ferrous feeling, of ' 
extreme horror mLsed with texror^ he addressed. 
Donban thus ; ^^ The operation of wrong xbA 
craelty». in the moment when they are; first in*j 
flieted, excites^ of course, the utmost resentment 
id the sdferer; nor is there, perhi^s, a passion 
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wliicli llres so long in liis bosom as the natural 
desire of revenge. If, theii» during the first montli^ 
when I lay stretched upon my bed of want and 
misery, you had offered me an opportunity of 
seyenge upon my cruel oppressor, the remnant 
of miserable life which remained to me should 
hare been willingly bestowed to purchase it. 
But a suffering of weeks, or eren months, must 
not be compared in effect with that of years. 
For a short spape of endurance, the body, as 
well as the mind, retains that vigorous habit 
which holds the prisoner slill connected with 
life, and teaches him to thrill at the long-for- 
gotten chain of hopes, of wishes, of disapp<»nt- 
ments, and mortifications, which affected his for- 
mer existence. But the wounds become callous 
ta they harden, and other and better feelings oc- 
cupy their place, while they gradually die away 
in forgetfulness. The enjoyments, the amuse- 
ments of this world, occupy no part of his time 
upon whom the gates of despair have once 
dosed. I tell thee, my kind physician, that for 
a^ season, in an insane attempt to effect my liber- 
Sfy I cut through a large portion of the living 
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rock« But Hearen cured me of so fodlisb an 
idea; and if I did not actually come to love 
Alexias Comnenus — ^for how could that hare 
been a possible effect in any rational state of my 
intellects ? — yet, as I became convinced ot my 
own crimes, sins, and folUes, the more and more 
I was also persuaded that Alexius w»s but the 
agent through whom Heaven exercised a dearly* 
purchased right of punishing me for my manifold 
offences and transgressions ; and that it was not 
therefore upon the Emperor that my resentmeilt 
ought to visit itself. And, I can now say to thee» 
that) so far as a man who has undeigone so 
dreadful a change can be supposed to know his 
own mind, I feel no desire either to rival Alexius 
in a race for empire, or to avail myself of any 
of the various proffers which he proposes to me 
as the price of mthdrawing my claim. Let him 
keep unpurchased the crown, for which he has 
paid, in my opinion, a price which it is not 
worth." 

*^ This is extraordinary stoicism, noble Ur« 
sel," answered the physician Douban. ^^ Am I 
then to understand that you reject the fair offers 
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of Aleidiif, and devre^ instead of all wUcK be it 
wiUing^— nay, aaxbiia to bestov-^to be comflsii-'l 
ted safely back to tby old Umded dimgeom ia 
tlie Kaeqaemal, Jbat yon may continiie at ease 
t^flse pietislac mentations which have already' 
condncted thee to so extraragant a eo&da^* 
sion?" 

^ PkyAcmUf^ said Urael, while a skodderis^: 
fit that affected his whole body testified his alarm, 
at the alteroatire pn^osed — *^ one would ima*; 
gine thine own prdSsssion might hare taught dme^ 
that no m^e mortal man, tmless predestined ts 
be a glorified sainty coidd ever preierdarhsessta 
ibe light of day; blindness itself to the enjoymenb 
«f the power of sight; the pangs of stamling: t» 
competent sustenance, or the damps of a dan^i 
geon to the free air of God's creation^ Nol — ib 
may be virtue to do so, but to such a pitch 
lune does not soar. All I require of the £m« 
p«ror for standing by him with all the power 
my name can give him at this crisis is, that he 
will provide for my reeepticm as a monk in some 
of those pleasant and well-endowed semoBarliai 
of piety, to which his devotiooi, or his fears, ha¥e 
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giren zise.. Ust me not be agmi the ob}eet«f 
kis suspicioii, tke opeiadoB o£ whicli is more 
dread&l tkan. tbatcrf being tbe object .of bis bate; 
Forgotten by power, as I baire myielf lost the 
remembrance of tboae iiuA wielded it» let me 
£iid nay liray io tbe grare, immriiced, uncon- 
•traaned^ at liberty, in posseasion b£ my dim anli 
idisiised organs of aigbt, and, above all, at peace.^ 

^ If Bucb be thy semmB and earnest wish, noble 
Ursel^" said the pkynciap, '^ I myself have no 
hesitation io warrant to doee tiie full accompUd^ 
anent of 'thy reEgiois and moderate desires. But, 
bethink thee^ thou art mice mare .an lahabitaat 
iot the court, m which dum mayst obtain wlal; 
tboii w3t to-day ^ while to*m6rrow, »lioiiIdst thou 
regret lity indifference^ it may be thy ntmeit 
entreaty will not suffice to gain £or thee the 
sHghtest fflLtenaioB of thy preseni eonditions.'' 

<^ Be it so,'' said Ursel ; ^' I will llien stipnlate 
-i&r another condition^ which indeed has only 
reference to this day. I will aoUdt his Imperial 
^MsLjitstfy with all hmmlity, to spare me the pam 
jq£ a personal treaty between himself and me^ 
and that he will be satisfied with the solemn as^ 
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surance that I am most willing to do in liis &Your 
all that he is desirous of dictating ; while, on the 
other hand, I desire only the execution of those 
moderate conditions of my future aliment which . 
I have already told thee at length/' 

*^ But wherefore/' said Douban, ^^ shouldst 
thou be afiraid of announcing to the Emperor 
thy disposition to an agreement, which cannot 
be esteemed otherwise than extremely moderate 
on thy part ? Indeed, I fear the Emperor will 
insist on a brief personal conference/' 

^^ I am not ashamed," said Ursel, ^< to con- 
fess the truth. It is true, that I hare, or think 
I have, renounced what the Scripture calls the 
pride of life ; but the old Adam still lires within 
us, and maintains against the better part of pur 
nature an inextinguishable quarrel, easy to be 
aroused from its slumber, but as difficult to be 
again couched in peace. While last night I but 
half understood that mine enemy was in my pre- 
sence, and while my faculties performed but half 
their duty in recalling his deceitful and hated 
ficcents, did not my heart throb in my bosom 
with all the agitation of a taken bird, and shall 
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I again have to enter into a personal treaty with 
the man who, be his general conduct what it 
may, has been the constant and improydked cansel 
of my unequalled misery ? Douban, no ! — to lis-* 
ten to his voice again, were to hear an alarm 
sounded to every violent and vindictive passion of 
my heart ; and though, may Heaven so help me 
u my intentions towards him are upright, yet it 
is impossible for me to listen to his professions 
with a chance of safety either to him or to my^ 
self/' 

" If you be so minded,'* replied Douban, " I 
shall only repeat to him your stipulation, and 
you must swear to him that you will strictly 
observe it. Without this being done, it must 
be difficult, or perhaps impossible, to settle the 
league of which both are desirous/' 

" Amen!" said Ursel; " and as I am pure 
in my purpose, and resolved to keep it to the 
uttermost, so may Heaven guard me from the 
influence of precipitate revenge, ancient grudge, 
or new quarrel !" 

' An authoritative knock at the door of the 
sleeping- chamber was now heard, and Ursel, re- 
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Hered) J>7 more powerful feelingsy from the gid-* 
diness of widch he liad complained, walked fiimly: 
mto tlie bedroom, and seating himself, wdited 
with averted eyes the entrance of the person who 
demanded admittance, and who prored to be na 
other than Alexius Comnenns. 

The Emperor appeared at the door in a war«< 
Eke dress, suited for the decoration of a prinoo 
who was to witness a combat in the lists fouj^ht 
eut before him* 

" Sage Douban," he said, " has our esteemed 
prisoner, Ursel, made his choice between our 
peace and enmity ?" 

\ *^ He hath, my lord,", replied the physician^ 
*^ embraced the lot ot that happy portion of vMOk^ 
kind, whose hearts and lives are devoted to the 
service of your JM^jesty's government.'' 

«* He will then this day," continued the Em- 
peror, ** render me the office of putting down all 
those who may pretend to abet insurrection in 
his name, and under pretext of his wrongs ?* 
" He will, my lord," replied the physician^ 
act to tile fullest the part which you require." 
** And in what woy," saidtiie Emperor, adopts 
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ing 1m most gradoiis tone of Tok»9 ^^ would our 
futhful Uisel desire tkat services like these^ reiH 
dered m the hour of extreme need, should be 
acknowlei^ed by the f^oaperor ?" 

^ Simply/' answered Douban^ ^^by saying 
nothing upon the subjeet. He desires only that 
all jealousies between you and him may be hence- 
forth forgotten^ and diat he may be admitted 
into one of your Highness's monastic institutions^ 
with leave to dedicistte the rest of his life to tiie 
worship of Hearen and its saints." 

^ Hath he persuaded thee of this, Doubah ?** 
<»— said the Emperor, in a low and altered Yoice, 
\^ By Heaven I when I consider from what pri« 
son he was brought, and in v^bat guise he iidia* 
bited it, I cannot believe in this gall4ess dkrpo^ 
sition. He mvat at least q^e^k to me himself, 
ere I can believe^ in some degree^ the transfcHniH 
atioR of the fiery Ursel into a being so litde 
eapable of feeling the ordinary impulses of man* 
kind.'* 

<< Hear me» Alexius Comjienus," said die 
prisoner; '^and so may dnne own prayers to 
fieaven find access and acceptatioa, as diou be* 
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Herest the words which I speak to thee in simpli- 
eity of heart. If thine empire of Greece were 
made of coined gold, it would hold out no bait 
for my acceptance ; nor, I thank Heaven, have 
even the injuries I have experienced at thy hand, 
cruel and extensive as they have been, impressed 
upon me the slightest desire of requiting treach-> 
ery with treachery. Think of me as thou wilt, so 
thou seek'st not again to exchange words with 
me ; and believe me, that when thou hast put me 
under the most rigid of thy ecclesiastical foun- 
dations, the discipline, the &re, and the vigils, 
will be £ai superior to the existence falling to the 
share of those whom the King delights to honour^ 
and who therefore must afford the King their 
society whenever they are summoned to do so/' 

<< It is hardly for me," said the physician, *^ to 
interpose in so high a matter; yet^ as trusted 
both by the noble Ursel, and by his highpess the 
Emperor, I have made a brief abstract of these 
short conditions to be kept by the high parties 
towards each other, sub criminefabiJ* 

The Emperor protracted the intercourse with 
Ursel, until he more fully explained to him the 
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occasion which he should hare that reiy day for 
his services. When they parted, AleziuSy with 
a great show of affection^ embraced his htte pri- 
soner, while it required all the self-command 
and stoicism of Ursel to avoid expressing in 
plain terms the extent to which he abhocred the 
persou who thus caressed him* 
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CHAPTER V. 



• *•«•«. ..Oy Comsfmcj ! 

Sbam*8t thou to show thy dangerous brow by aigbt^ 

When evils are most free ? O, then, by day. 

Where wilt thou find a cavern dark enough 

To mask thy monstrous visage ? Seek none. Conspiracy ; 

Hide it in smiles and affiibility : 

For if thou path, thy native semblance on. 

Not Erebus itself were dim enough 

To hide thee from prevention. 

Jidius Ctesar, 



The important morning at laBt arrived, on 
which, by the Imperial proclamation, the com- 
bat; between the Csesar and Robert Count of 
Paris was appointed to take place. This wua a 
circumstance in a great measure foreign to the^ 
Grecian manners, and to which, therefore, the 
people annexed difTerent ideas from those which 
were associated with the same solemn decision 
of God, as the Latins called it, by the Western 
nations. The consequence was a yague, but 
excessive agitation among the people, who con- 
nected the extraMrdinary strife which they were 
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io witness, witk the Tarious causes which had 
been whispered abroad, as likely to g^ve occa- 
sion to some general insurrection of a great and 
terrible nature. 

By the Imperial order, regular lists had been 
prepared for the combat, with opposite gates, 
or entrances, as was usual, for the admittance 
of the two champions ; and it was understood 
that the appeal was to be made to the Divinity 
by each, according, to the forms prescribed by 
die diurch of which the combatants were respect^ 
ively members. The situation of these lists was 
on the side of the shore adjoining on the west to 
t^ continent At no great distance, the walls of 
the city were seen, of various architecture, conn 
posed of lime and of stone, and furnished with 
Ao less than Ibar-'And-twenty gates, or postems» 
fire of which regarded the land, and nineteen 
tdie water. All this formed a beantif ul proqpecty 
apncli of which is stiU visible. The town itself 
If about nineteen miles in circumference ; and ai 
it is on aU Sides surrounded with lofty cypressei^ 
tti gOR^nd appearance is that of a city aiisuig 
P9t of a statdy wood of these magnificept ixee% 
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pardy shrouding the pinnacles, obelisks, and 
minarets, which then marked the site of many 
noble Christian temples; but now, generally 
speaking, intimate the position of as many MjBin 
homedan mosques. 

These lists, for the convenience of spectators, 
were surrounded on all sides by long rows of 
seats, sloping downwards. In the middle of these 
seats, and exactly opposite the centre of the lists* 
was a high throne, erected for tiie Emperor him- 
self ; and which was separated from the inor^ 
vulgar galleries by a circuit of wooden barricades, 
which an experienced eye could perceive, mighty 
in case of need, be made serviceable for purposes 
of defence. 

The Ibts were sixty yards in length, by per* 
haps about forty in breadth, and these afforded 
ample space for the exercise of the combat, holh 
an horseback and on foot. Numerous bands of the 
Greek citizens began, with the very break of dayi 
to issue from the gates and posterns of the iAtf$ 
to exfumne and wonder at the constructioil of 
ihe lists, pass iheir criticiflims upon the purpoaeii 
pi the peculiar parts of the fabric^ and Occupy 
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places, to secure them for the spectacle. Shortly; 
after arrived a large band of those soldiers whQ> 
were called the Roman Immortals. These en- 
tered without ceremony, and placed themselves 
on either hand of the wooden barricade whick 
fenced the Emperor's seat. Some of them took 
even a greater liberty; for, affecting to be pressed 
against the boundary, there were individuals wha 
approached the partition itself, and seemed ta 
meditate climbing over it, and placing themselvea 
on the same side with the Emperor. Some old 
domestic slaves of the household now showed 
themselves, as if for the purpose of preserving 
this sacred circle for Alexius and his court ; 
and, in proportion as the Immortals began td^ 
show themselves encroaching and turbulent, the 
strength of the defenders of the prohibited pre-, 
cincts seemed gradually to increase. 

There was, though scarcely to be observed, 
besides the grand access to the Imperial seat from 
without, another opening also from the outside^ 
secured by a very strong door, by which different 
persons received admission beneath the seats 
destined for the Imperial party. These per-f 

VOL. III. E 
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SOUS) by their length of limb, breadth of shoul- 
den^ by the fiir at their doaks, and especially 
by the redoubted battle-axes whidi all of them 
bore, appeared to be Varangiaiis; but, although, 
Beither dressed in their usual habit of pomp, or 
in their more effectual garb of war, still, whea 
aarrovly examined, they might be seen to posK 
sess their usual offensive weapons. These men^ 
entering in separate and straggling parties, might, 
be observed to join the slaves of the interior of 
the palace in opposing the intrusion of the Im^ 
mortals upon the seat of the Emperor and the 
benches around« Two or three Immortals, who 
had actually made good their frolic, and climbed 
over the division, were flung bia^ again, very 
uiicerera<miously, by the barbaric strength and 
JMnewy arms of the Varangians. 

The people around, and in the adjacent galle*< 
Ties, most of whom had the air of citizens in 
tfieir holyday dresses, commented a good deal on 
these proceedings, and were inclined strongly to 
Biake part with the Immortals. ^< It was a shame 
to the Emperor," they said, " to encourage these 
British barbarians to interpose themselves by 
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TioIeDce between Us person and the Immortal ^ 
cohorts of the cUy» who were m aome aort his own 
children.** 

Stephanos, the gymnastic^ whose bidky 
strength and stature rendered him conspicuous 
amid this party, said, without hesitation, ^^ If 
there are two people here who will join in say* 
ing that the Immortals are unjustly deprived of 
their right of guarding the Emperor's person^ 
here is the hand that shall place them beside the 
Imperial chair/* 

" Not so,** quoth a centurion of the Isunor* 
lals, whom we have already introduced to our 
readers by the name of Harpax ; " Not so, Ste- 
phanos ; that happy time may arrive, but it is 
not yet come, my gem of the circus. Thou know* 
est that on this occasion it is one of these Counts^ 
or western Franks, who undertakes the combat ; 
and the Varangians, who call these people their 
enemies, have some reason to claim a preeedepcy 
in guarding the lists, which it might not at this 
moment be convenient to dispute with them* 
Why, man, if thou wert half so witty as thou 
art long, thou wouldst be sensible that it were 
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bad woodmansliip to raise the hollo upon the 
game, ere it had been driven within compass of 
he nets." 

While the athlete rolled his huge grey eyes 
its if to conjure out the sense of this intimation, 
his little firiend Lysimachus, the artist, putting 
Iiimself to pain to stand upon his tiptoe, and 
look intelligent, said, approaching as near as 
he could to Harpax's ear, ^^ Thou mayst trust 
me, gallant centurion, that this man of mould 
and muscle shall neither start like a babbling 
bound on a false scent, nor become mute and inert 
when the general signal is given. But tell me/' 
said he, speaking very low, and for that purpose 
Amounting a bench, which brought him on a level 
Vith the centurion's ear, " would it not have 
been better that a strong guard of the valiaiit 
Immortals had been placed in this wooden cita- 
del, to ensure the object of the day ?' 

** Without question," said the centurion, " it 
was so meant; but these strolling Varangians 
have altered their station of their own authority." 

" Were it not well," said Lysimachus, " that 
"you, who are greatly more numerous than the 
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barbarians, should begin a firay before more of 
these strangers arrive ?' 

*^ Content ye, friend/' said the centurion^ 
coldly, ^^ we know our time. An attack com- 
menced too early would be worse than thrown 
away, nor would an opportunity occur of execu- 
ting our project in H^e fitting time, if an alarm 
were prematurely given at this moment" 

So saying, he shuffled off among his felloif 
Boldiers, so as to avoid suspicious intercourse 
with such persons as were only concerned with 
the civic portion of the conspirators. 

As the morning advanced, and the sun took ^ 

* 

higher station in the horizon, the various persons 
whom curiosity, or some more decided motive^ 
brought to see the proposed combat, were seen 
streaming from different parts of the town, and 
rushing to occupy such accommodation as the 
drcuit round the lists afforded them. In their 
road to the place where preparation for combat 
was made, they had to ascend a sort of cape^ 
which, in the form of a small hill, projected 
into the Hellespont, and the but of which, con- 



102 COtJNT ROBERT OF PARtS. 

fiecting it with the shore, afibrded a consider- 
able ascent, and of course a more command- 
ing Tiew of the strait between Europe and 
Asia, than either the immediate vicinity of the 
bity, or the still lower ground upon which the 
Usts were erected. In passing this heiglit, &e 
earlier visitants of the lists made little or no 
halt ; but after a time, when it became obvious 
that those who had hurried forward to the place 
of combat were lingering there without any 
object or occupation^ they that followed them 
in the same route, with natural curiosity, paid 
a tribute to the landscape, bestowing some atten- 
tion on its beauty, and paused to see what augu- 
ries could be collected from the water, which 
were likely to have any concern in indicating 
the fate of the events that were to take place. 
Some straggling seamen were the first who 
remarkied that a squadron of the Greek small 
craft (being that of Tancred) were in the act of 
making their way from Asia, and threatening the 
descent upon Constantinople. 

'* It is strange,*' said a person, by rank the 
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otptein of « galley, << that tliese wudl yeasek, 
which were ordered to return to Constanliiiople 
je sooa as they disembarked the Lattns, should 
hare remained so long at Scutari, and should 
not be rowing back to the imperial dty until 
Ibis time, on the second day after their departure 
from thence/' 

*^ I pray to Heaven," said another of the sama 
"professi^m, ^^ that these seamen may come alone. 
It seems to me as if their ensign-stafls, bow^ 
i^rits, and topmasts, were decorated with the 
Bame ensigns, or nearly the saone, with those 
which the Latins displayed upon them, when, 
by the Emperor's order, they were transported 
towards Palestine ; so methinks the voyage faaek 
again resembles that of a fleet of merchant vm^ 
sels, who have been prevented firoin disdiarging 
dieir cargo at the place of dieir destination*'' 

^ There is little good," said one of the poli<* 
ticians whom we formerly notieed, *^ in dealing 
widi such commodities, whether diey are io^ 
ported or exported. Yon ample banner which 
streams over tiie foremost galley, intimates the 
presence of a chieftain of no sniall rank among 
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ihe ConntBf whether it be for valour or for 

nobility/' 

The sea&ring leader added, with the voice of 

one who hints alarming tidings, ^^ They seem to 
have got to a point in the straits as high as will 
enable them to run down with the tide, and clear 

the cape which we stand on, although with what 
purpose they aim to land so close beneath the 
cwalb of the city, he is a wiser man than I who 
pretends to determine." 

** Assuredly," returned hb comrade, ^^ the in- 
tention is not a kind one. The) wealth of the 
city has temptations to a poor people, who only 
value the iron which they possess as affording 
diem the means of procuring the gold whicl^ 

they covet" 

*^ Ay, brother," answered Demetrius the po- 
litician, <^ but see you not, lying at anchor within 
this bay which is formed by the cape, and at 
the very point where these heretics are likely to 
be carried by the tide, six strong vessels, having 
the power of sending forth, not merely showers 
of darts and arrows, but of Grecian fire, as it is 
called, from their hollow decks ? If these Frank 
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gentry continue directing their course upon the 
Imperial city, being, as. they are, 

' propago 



Gontemptrix Snperum saa^^ sKvaeque avidiaBuna csdisy 
Et violenta ;** 

we shall speedily see a combat better worth wit- 
nessing than that announced by the great trum- 
pet of the Varangians. If you love me, let us 
sit down here for a moment, and see how this 
matter is to end." 

'^ An excellent motion, my ingenious friend/^ 
said Lascaris, which was the name of the other 
citizen ; ^^ but, bethink you, shall we not be in 
danger from the missiles with which the auda« 
cious Latins will not fail to return the Greek 
fire, if, according to your conjecture, it shall be 
poured upon them by the Imperial squadron ?'' 

<^ That is not ill argued, my friend," said De^- 
metrius ; ^^ but know that you have to do with 
a man who has been in such extremities before 
now; and if such a discharge should open from 
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ftte sea, I would propose to you to istep Imdk 
some fifty yards inland, and thus to iixterpose 
the very crest of the cape between us and the 
discharge of missiles ; a mere child might thus 
learn to face them without any alarm/' 

♦* You are a wise man, neighbour,^ •sand Lafr- 
caris, ^ and possess such a mixture of valour 
and Icnowledge as becomes a man whom -a firiend 
might be supposed safely to risk lus 1^ wilh. 
There be those, for instance, who cannot show 
you the slightest gKmpse of what is going on, 
witibout bringing you within peril of your Tdei 
whereas you, my wordiy friend Demetrius, 
-between your accurate knowledge rf mifitary 
tiffidrs, and your regard for your frioid, are surfe 
to show him all that is to be seen wi&oat the 
least risk to a person, who is naturally unwilling 
to think of exposing himself to injury.-^But, 
Holy Virgin ! wliat is the meaning of that red 
ILng which the Greek Admiral has this instaift 
Koisted?* 

** Why, you see, neighbour," answered De- 
metrius, " yonder western heretic continues to 
advance without minding the various signs which 
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mar AiaAaiiemvmAt tohim^dmtt,mii 
he homto iibe bloody ecdoms, as if a auui should 
Tienoh lik fist and saj. If yon peneveie in joiir 
Vicivilisteiitioii, I will do ao and so/' 

^< "By St Sophia,'' said Lasoaris, << and ihat is 
gnring him &ir ^wanung. But what is it the 
Impezaal Adimsal is dioiit to do ?' 

^ Ron ! run ! friend Laacaris^" and Dessi^- 
triis^ '^ or you will -see more of diat than peiw 
^^anoe you hare any eniiosity for.'' 

Aoeorduigly, to add the strength of example 

io precaept) DeoMtrim himself girt op his loins, 

^aod retreated with tiie most edifying opeed to the 

oppoeke «ide of the ridge, aoeompaniod by the 

greater part of the cnmd, who had tsvried there 

)to witness tfae^contest which the newsmonger pre- 

'mised, and weme de^rmined to take his word for 

iheir own safety. The sound and right whidi 

heA banned Demetrius, was die diseharge of a 

lai^ portion of Greek fire, which perhaps may 

-hB best compared to one of those immense Con- 

greve rockets of the present day, which takes on 

its shoulders a small grapnel or anchor, and pro- 

^eeeds groaning through the air, like afbnd over- 
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bardened by the mandate of some inexorable ma'* 
gician, and of which the operation was so terri-^ 
f ying, that the crews of the vessels attacked by 
this strange weapon frequently forsook every 
means of defence, and run thenuselves ashore. 
One of the prindpal ingredients of this dreadful 
fire was supposed to be naphtha, or the bitumen 
which is collected on the banks of the Dead Sea, 
«nd which, when in a state of ignition, could only 
be extinguished by a very singular mixture, and 
which it was not likely to come in contact with. 
It produced a thick smoke and loud explosion^ 
and was capable^ says Gibbon, of communicating 
its flames with equal vehemence in descent or 
lateral prc^ess. In sieges, it was poured froii^t 
the ramparts, or launched, like our bombs, in 
redhot balls of stone or iron, or it was darted iii 
flax twisted round arrows and in javelins. It 
was considered as a state secret of the greatest 
importance ; and for wellnigh four centuries it 
was unknown to the Mahometans. But at lengtji 
the composition was discovered by the Saracens, 
and used by them for repelling the Crusaderp, 
and overpowering the Greeks, upon whose side 
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it Lad at one time been the most formidable im? 
plement of defence. Some exaggeration w^ 
iQust allow for a barbarous period ; but there 
seems no doubt that the general description of 
the crusader Joinyille should be admitted as cor- 
rect : — " It came flying through the air," says 
that good knight, ^^ like a winged dragon, about 
the thickness of a hogshead, with the report of 
thunder and the speed of lightning, and the dark- 
jieas of the night was dispelled by this horribly 
illumination." 

Not only the bold Demetrius and his pupil 
Lascaris, but all the crowd whom they influ* 
enced, fled manfully when the commodore of 
the Greeks fired the first discharge ; and as th^ 
other vessels in the squadron followed his ezfon- 
ple, the heavens were filled with the unusui^ 
;and outrageous noise, while the smoke was so 
.thick as to darken the very air. As the fugitives 
passed the crest of the hill, they saw the seaman, 
whom we formerly mentioned as a spectator, 
snugly reclining under cover of a dry ditch, 
where he managed so as to secure himself as f^r 
as possible from any accident. He could not, 
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liowevar, <nBit farealdiig his jeit job llie paUtw 

^ Alliat, bo f ' he «riea, << ny giood fitkiids,'^ 
widuNit tdiaing himself sibo^m the couBteraoffp 
tii his dkdi, ^ will yea 3i0t remain opoii yeur 
«tirtion long enovgh to finish fliat hopeful kctove 
wpott botde by flea and land, which yon had so 
kai^ an oppoitanity of commencing ? Belieitt 
me, the noise is more alarnnig than hnstfiil ; the 
fire is all pmnted in a directioii 0{)|Mieite to yoai% 
and if one of those dragons which you see 'dses 
imppen to fly landwaid instead of seaward, it is 
%ut (the mistake of eene cabin-boy, who has 
vsed faiB Unstodc with more wiUingness than 
wbilfty/' 

Demetrins and Lascaris just heard ^lough of 
'Ae iMVfal hero's harangue, toaoqaaint them widi 
Ihe new danger with which they m%ht be assailed 
by the possiUe misdirection of the weapcms, and, 
crushing down towards the lists at tiie head cf a 
crowd balf desperate with fear, they hastily 
pri^gated the appalling news, that the Latins 
were coming back fiom Asia with the parpoie 
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^ hndiiig in anM, pillagi&g^ sad l^aniiog As 

The aproar, in the meantime, of this nex- 
peeted occutrenoe, was sndi as alteg«dier to 
▼indicate, in public opinioB, Ae reported came, 
however - exs^gerated. The thunder of tlie 
Greek fire came sacce8Bii*rely, one hard upon 4lie 
0&er, and eadi, in its torn, spread a blot of 
tylack mnoke upon the ftce of the landscape^ 
whicSi, thickened by so many saoc easive d^oods, 
seemed at last, like tliat raised by a sastained 
fire of modem artillery, to oiFenliadow the whdte 
iioi'i0Dn« 

The smdl sqnadron of T\uiereifl were con* 
pletely hid from view in the smf^ng volamei <tf 
darkness, which the breath of die weapons -of the 
enemy had spread aronsd him ; and it -seemed b)r 
a red light, which began iio show itself among the 
tindiest of the veil of darkness, that one of Ae 
floti&a at least had caught fire. Yet the TJtAiB^ 
remted, widi an obstinacy worthy of their own 
^courage, and the fame of their eelebrated leader. 
Some advanti^e they had, on account of their 
jnnall size, and their lowness in the water, as well 
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as the diouded «tate of the atmospherd^ which 
rendered them difficult marks for the fire of th^ 
Greeks. 

To increase these advantages, Tancred, as weUl 
)>y boats as by the kind of rude signals made 
use of at that period, dispersed orders to his 
fleet, that each bark, disregarding the fate of th# 
othei^, should press forward individually, an4 
jfchat the men from each should be put on shore 
wheresoever and howsoever they could effect 
that manoeuvre. Tancred himself set a noble 
example; he was on board a stout vessel, fenced 
in some degree against the effect of the Greek 
£re by being in a great measure covered with 
raw hides, which hides had also been recently 
steeped in water. This vessel contained up- 
wards of a hundred valiant warriors, several of 
them of knightly order, who had all night toiled 
at the humble labours of the oar, and now in the 
morning applied their chivalrous hands to the 
lurblast and to the bow, which were in general 
accounted the weapons of persons of a lower 
^ank. Thus armed, and thus manned. Prince 
Tancred bestowed upon his bark the full velocity 
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inrhich wind^ and tide, and oar, could enable her 
to obtain, and placing her in the situation to pro<- 
'fit by^them as much as his maritime skill could 
^ect, he drove with the speed of lightning 
among the vessels of Lemnos, plying on either 
side, bows, crossbows, javelins, and military 
missiles of every kind, with the gpreater advantage 
that the Greeks^ trusting to their artificial fire, 
had omitted arming themselves with other wea* 
pons ; so that when the valiant Crusader bore 
iLown on them with so much fury, repaying the 
terrors of their fire with a storm of bolts and 
arrows no less formidable, they began to feel 
that their own advantage was much less than 
they had supposed, and that, like most other 
dangers, the maritime fire of the Greeks, when 
tmdauntedly confronted, lost at least one-half of 
its terrors. The Grecian sailors, too, when they 
observed the vessels approach so near, filled with 
the steel-clad Latins, began to shrink from a con- 
test to be maintained hand to hand with so ter- 
rible an enemy. 

By degrees, smoke began to issue firom the 
rides of the great Grecian argosie, and the voice 



irf Taaered oimoimced to ISa Boldian Aat die 
<?re<n«i Adniral's vessel had taken fire, owuig t* 
oegi^enoe in the mans^ement of the means of 
destruction she possessed^ and that all they had 
now to do wa9 to maintain sueh a distance as to 
avmd stuffing her &te, : Sparkles and flashes of 
flame were next seen leaping from place to places 
on board of the gfreat hulk, asif.the element had 
had the sense and purpose of spreading wider 
tiie consternation, and disabling die few who still 
^paid attention to the commands of their Admiral^ 
and endeavoured to extinguish the fire. The 
consciousness of the combustible nature of the 
freight began to add despair to terror ; from the 
bolt-sprit, the rigging, the yards, the sides, and 
every p«^ of the vessel, the unfi>ztunate crew 
were seen dropping themselves, to exchange for 
the most part a watery death for one by the more 
dreadful agency of fire. Tlie crew of Tancred's 
bark, ceasing, by that generous prince's eooir 
nands, to offer any additional annoyance to an 
enemy who was at once threatened by the penb 
^"tho ocean and of confiagratiDn, ran Aeir ves- 
M ashore ina jonooth part of die bay, and jump^ 
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log into lite sltaBow fiea, made tbe land vkbovt 
jifiKcvftty; many of tbetr steeds bein^, by die 
cxertioiis of tbe owners, and the dodllity f»f the 
aTiimals, bironght ashore at the same time wifli 
dieir masters. Thehr commander lost no time in 
ibrming iSim serried ranks into a phalanx of 
lancers, few iadeed at finaft, but perpetnaHy In- 
creasing as i^ip after ship of tbe little flotilla ran 
ashbre, or having more deR^erately moored lb^ 
barks, landed their men, and joined their com- 
panions. 

The cloud which had been rsdsed by the con- 
flict was nowdiTven to leeward before the wind, 
and die strait exhibited only the relics of the 
combat. Here tossed i^on the billows tlie scat- 
tered and broken remains of one or two of the 
Latin vessels which had been burnt at the com-- 
mencement of the combat,^ liiongh Aeir crews, 
bythe exertions of Aeir comrades, had in gene^ 
rsd been saved. Lower down were seen the 
Temmntng fire vessels of the Lemnos squadron^ 
holding a disorderly and difficult Fctreat, widi 
the purpose of gaining tiie harbour of -Constan- 
tinople. In the place so late the scene of com- 
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baty lay moored the hulk of the Grecian Admi-* 
ral, burnt to the water's edge, and still sending 
forth a black smoke from its scathed beams an4 
planks. The flotilla of Tancred, busied in dis- 
phai^ng its troops, lay irregularly scattered 
along the bay, the men making ashore as they 
could, and taking their course to join the stand- 
ard of their leader. Various black substance^ 
floated on the surface of the water, nearer, or 
jnore distant to the shore ; some proved to be the 
wreck of the vessels which had been destroyed, 
and others, more ominous still, the lifeless bodies 
of mariners who had fallen in the conflict. 

The standard had been borne ashore by the 
Prince's fevourite page, Ernest of Apulia, so 
soon as the keel of Tancred's galley had grazed 
upon the sand. It was then pitched on the top 
of that elevated cape between Constantinople 
and the lists, where. Lascaris, Demetrius, and 
other gossips, had held their station at the com- 
mencement of the engagement, but from which 
all had fled, between the mingled dread of the 
. Greek fire and the missiles of the Latin crusaders. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Sheathed in complete armour, and support'-^ 

ing with his right hand the standard of his 

fiithers, Tancred remained with his handful of 

warriors like so many statues of steel, expecting 

some sort of attack from the Grecian party which 

had occupied the lists, or from the numbers whom 

the city gates began now to pour forth— -soldiers 

some of them, and others citizens, many of whom 

were arrayed as if for conflict* These persons, 

alarmed by the various accounts which were 

given of the combatants, and the progress of the 

fight, rushed towards the standard of Prince 

Tancred, with the intention of beating it to the 

earth, and dispersing the guards who owed it 

homage and defence. But if the reader shall 

have happened to have ridden at any time 

through a pastoral country, with a dog of a noble 
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laoe following him, he must have remarked, in 
the deference ultimately paid to the high-bred 
animal by the shepherd's cur as he crosses the 
lonely glen, of which the latter conceiyes himself 
the lord and guardian, something very similar to 
the demeanour ^of the incensed Greeks, whea 
they approached near to the little band of Franks. 
At the first symptom of the intrusion of a stcan- 
gesgf ibfi dog of the shepherd starts 6om his slmn* 
bera^ and rushes towards the noble intruder with 
a dam4»ous declaration of war ; but when the 
dboednutioa o£ distance between them shows tOh 
tiie aggressor the siae and strength of his oppo«i 
nent, he becomes like a cruiser, who» in a chaser 
has, to has surprise and alarm, found two tier of 
guns opposed to him instead of one» He halts^ 
^--'Siispends his clamorous yelpii^j and, in finex 
ingloriously retreats to his master, with all the 
4ishoDoiirabie marks of positively declixung th« 
combat* 

It was in this manner that tke troops of the 
Boisy Greeks, with much hallooing and many a 
boastful shout, hastened both from the town and 
from the lists, with tiie apparent intention of 
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wwee^ng from lihe field the few companions of 
Tanered. As they advanced, however, withia 
the power of remarking the calm and r^ulw 
order cf those men who had knded, and arranged 
diemselves under this noble chieftain's banneTf 
^ir minds were altc^ether changed as to the 
resolution of ii^tant c<»nbat ; their advance be^ 
e«ne an uncertain and steggeriog gait; their 
heads were more frequeotly turned back to the 
point from which they came, than towards the 
en^ny ; and their desire to provoke an instant 
8ca£fte vanished totally, when there did not sqp-r 
pear the le»it symptom that their opponenti 
cared about the matter. 

It added to the extreme oenfidence with which 
the Latins kept theur ground, that they were 
tceeiving frequent, tkoi^h small reinforcements 
from their comrades, who were landing by de-r 
tachments all along the beadi ; and thai^ in th^ 
course (rf a diort hour, their anoimt had been 
oaind, on horseback and £bot> to a number, allow* 
ing for a few casualties, not mudh less than that 
which set sail from Scutari. 

Another reason why the Latins remained w 
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assailed, was certainly the indisposition of tlw 
two principal armed parties on shore to enter 
into a quarrel with them. The guards of every 
kind, who were faithful to the Emperor, and 
more especially the Varan^ans, had their orders 
to remain firm at their posts, some in the lists, 
and others at various places of rendezvous in 
Constantinople, where their presence was neces^ 
sary to prevent the effects of the sudden insur- 
rection which Aleadus knew to be meditated 
against him. These therefore made no hostile 
demonstration towards die band of Latins, nor 
was it tiie purpose of tiie Emperor they should 
do so. 

On the otiier hand, the greater part of the 
Immortal Guards, and those citizens who were 
prepared to play a part in the conspiracy, had 
been impressed by the agents of the deceased 
Agelastes with the opinion, that this band of 
Latins, commanded by Tancred, tiie relative of 
Bohemond, had been dispatched by tiie latter to 
their assistance* These men, tiierefore, stood 
still, and made no attempt to guide or direct 
tiie popular efforts o{ such as inclined to attack 
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these unexpected visitors; in which purpose, 
therefore, no very great party were united, while 
tiie majority were willing enough to find an apo- 
logy for remaining quiet. 

In the meantime, the Emperor, from his pa- 
lace of Blacquemal, observed what passed upon 
the straits, and beheld his navy from Lemnos 
totally foiled in their attempt,- by means of the 
Greek fire, to check the intended passage of 
Tancred and his men. He had no sooner seen^ 
the leading ship of this squadron begin' to beacon 
the darkness with its own fire, than the Emperor 
formed a secret resolution to disown the unfor- 
tunate Admiral, and make peace with the Latins, 
if that should be absolutely necessary, by sending 
them his head. He had hardly, therefore, seen 
the flames burst forth, and the rest of the vessels 
retreat from their moorings,' than in his Own 
mind, the dooni of the unfortunate Phraortes, 
for such was the name of the Admiral, was signed 
ttnd sealed. 

- Achilles Tatius, at the same instant, deter* 
mining to keep a close eye upon the Emperor at 
I- VOL. III. . - - . P.. 
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BS mpoftaat criris, came precifnlately into ^ 
palbse^ widi an appearance of great alasok 

^ My Lord f — ^my Imperial Lord I' I am mii- 

happy to be the messenger of siieh imlncky newa^ 

hnt due Lafins hftve in great numhenrsocaceeded 

aniGTosfiiBgdleistaatfixniLSGiitecL TKeLemnas 

nqpiaidboa endeairovred to atop tbftm, ar waa hat 

]iig&6 dfltoRmmd upon in the Inq>eciBl CiomicE 

•f War. By a heavy diiwhaiye^ of ^ Gsedc 

Jrai onn^'or tiro of the cniaadenf Tosaela. weae 

^muRunfid^ but by fiur tbe greater nnrnfaer- of 

iimm pni^d on thesr course^ burnt, die- leading 

•flUpi o£ the m&rtim^^ Fhmortes^. and it is 

S(bmglj sepoDled he has himadf peidahedv. mA 

aknoBt all hb mem. The seat have cut thefir 

^eahies, andabandonedJthe defence of the passage 

.of the Helliespont.'' 

^ And you^ AchiUes Tatni%'^ said the l^inp ffi 
flOTy. ^ with what purpose is. it. diat you now 
Wng-me this melaneholy new% at a. period ss 
late when I cannot amend the conseqneneea ?' 
- <<• Undec fasrouE, most gsacioiis. Eroperoi^'*' re- 
fttad t^e- ooB^iratoi^ not withont. eolbnrin^ md 
stammering, « such was not my intentioaih-I 
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led beped to sobsiit a pbmy hy wliidi I mig^ 
cs»ily liave prepared tihie way £» eorrectiiig this 
little error." 

^ Well, T^ur pkui» siar ?" said ike Emperor 
Apyly. 

' ^ Widtt yo«r soered Majesty'a leaire*/' said 
tbe Acolyte^ ^ I wbixM myself Jbare uadertakea 
nstaady to iead i^faBMt tibas* Tanered aad hiA 
Ifaiims^ the bottle-aoces of the Mtyiil V^raagiaa 
gmeti, who will auJte no m«re aceouttt of the 
smaQ number of Franks wBio^ have eome aahere^ 
than the farmer holds of the hordes of rata^ p^^d 
-mice, and 8ud& like miathaeyons venaab^ who 
have hapbouxed io^ hi» grananes.'' 

<^ And what mean yoa^'" said the IjlopeFos, 
<^that i am to do^ wbUe my ABglorS»xana%]^ 
for my sake ?** ' . , 

^ Your Majesty^'* replied AeliUea^ m>t e^- 
actly satisfied with idie dry aad eaostic mse^a: 
kk which the Emperor addressed him^. ^^ may put 
yavBself at ike head of the Inuaoctal cohorts of 
Cbnstantimqpla ; and I smi your seeumty^ that 
' jaa may either perfeet the victory oiiee tbe lf%» 
tissy orat least redeemn the mosl drnfaint rhuiair 
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6( a defeat, by advanciiig at the bead of tbis 
choice body of domestic troops, should the day 
appear doubtful." 

^ You, yourself, Achilles Tatius,'' returned 
the Emperor, << have repeatedly assured us, that 
these Immortals retsdn a perverse attachment to 
our rebel Ursel. How is it, then, you would 
have us intrust our defence to these bands, when 
we have engaged our valiant Vanmgians in the 
proposed conflict with the flower of the western 
army ? — Did you think of this risk. Sir Follow- 
er?' 

Achilles Tatius, much alarmed at an intima* 
tion indicative of his purpose being known, an«- 
6wered, ^* that in his haste he had been more 
anxious to recommend the plan which should 
expose his own person to the greater danger, 
than that perhaps which was most attended with 
personal safety to his Imperial Master." 

<^ I thank you for so doing," said the Empe- 
ror ; *^ you have anticipated my wishes, though 
it is not in my power at present to follow the 
advice you have given me. I would have been 
well contented, undoubtedly, had theste. Latins 
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measured their way over the strait again, as 
Suggested by. last night'js cooncil ; but since 
they have arrived, and stand embattled oh our 
shores, it is better that we pay them with money 
and with spoil, than with the lives of our gallant 
subjects. We cannot, after all, believe that 
they come with any serious intention of doing 
us injury ; it is but the insane desire of witness- 
ing feats of battle and single" combat, which is to 
them the I»*eath of their nostrils, that can have 
impelled them to this partial countermarch. I 
impose upon you, Achilles Tatius, combining 
the Proto^spathaire in the same commission with 
you, the duty of riding up to yonder standard^ 
and learning of their chief, called the Prince 
Tancred j if he is there in person, the purpose of 
his return, and the cause of his entiering into 
debate with Phraortes and the Lemnos squadron. 
If they sei^d us any reasonable excuse, we shall 
not be averse to receive it at their.hands; for we 
have not made so many sacrifices for the pre* 
servation of peace, to breiekk forth into war, if, 
after all, so great an. evil can be avoided. Thou 
wilt receive, therefore, with a candid and com- 
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te hansgfomasi; and, b^a88W6id,diat4iM4%^ 
•f this poppet-dkow trf a Siie^le combat <wiU 1^ 
eDoi^ of itseJf to tu^isak every ^ndwr c^iifiid«cft» 
tion from die refieetkm of dieae gicUfycrusa^nu'^ 
A kii»ek was ait d»s moioeaBt lieftvd at iiiedMr 
^ the Emperor's aparim^ai ; and upon itke wmA 
beifig' giren to enter, Ae Proto-qpathaiie made 
Ids appeamnce. He was arrayed in a iplendid 
sni^ of ancient RomanHfiisInoiied aniiour. Tho 
want 0f a visor le£k his fioaixteaasee /entk^f 
visflde ; which, pale and soixioas as it w«S) 'did 
not well beeome the mattiid crest and ihmcmg 
plume with which it was decorated. He received 
t]ie coinKiisRsio& abre^y mentioned with tike less 
alacritf , foeeanse the Aoelyte was added ^ bin 
as his ooHeague ; for, as the reader may hav^e 
observed, diese two •officexB were «f sepanite Aie* 
tions in the aamy, and on indifferent tesms witii 
each other* Ifeidier did the Acolyte oonaider 
his being nnited in commiasioii with the Ppoto- 
spadoire, as a mark either of tibe £mpeiw'a cmh 
fidence, >or of his own safety. He was, howef«r^ 
ttfime, in the BJacqnemal, wImk die 
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Atves of liie interior snade jiot the hemitheeStt^ 
ikm^ wken ordered!, le execute any officer ef the 
Moiit. Hie two genemb liad, tkerefore, im 
edier slteinative, than that ndiich k alkwed to 
tvo gneyhoimds who jek reluctantly coupled to* 
ge Aer. The Jiope of Ai^Ues Tatins was, tibat 
be might get safely tiiroagh his inission to Ta»* 
fsved, afiter which he dionght the suooessful ez^^ 
plosdon <of ibe oonspincy m%lit take place ani 
luire its oonrse, either as a matter desired and 
eountenanced by those Latins, or passed over 9M 
a thing in whidi Aey took no interest on etdier 



. By lihe parting order of the EmperoTy they 
were to mount on hsraebadk at the sounding e£ 
Ac great Varangian trumpet, put l^emsdves at 
liie head of those iknglo-Saxon guards in the 
0S«rt-yard of thdr barrack, and awak the Em* 
peroi^ fiurdieir oideia. 

Thefe was aometiiing in this anang^nent 
wUch pressed hard <m the conscience of Achilles 
TatMs, yet he was «t a loss to justify his nf^prer 
tensions to himself, unless from a conscious feet- 
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ing of bis own guilt He felt, howerer, that in 
being detained, under pretence of an honour- 
able mission, at the head of the Varangians, he 
was deprived of the liberty of disposing of hiin-^ 
self, by which he had hoped to communicate with 
the Caesar and Hereward, whom he reckoned 
upon as his active accomplices^ not knowing that 
the first was at this moment a prisoner in the 
Blacquemal, where Alexius had arrested him ii^ 
the apartments of the Empress, and that the 
second was the most important support of Com* 
nenus during the whole of that eventful day. : ; 
When the gigantic trumpet of the Varangian 
guards sent forth its deep signal through the city, 
the Proto-spathaire hurried Achilles along with 
him to the rendezvous of the Varangians, and 
on the way said to him, in an easy and indifferent 
tone, -*^ As' the Emperor is in the field in person, 
you, his representative, or Tollower," will of 
course transmit no 'orders to the body-guard, 
except such as shall receive their origin from 
himself, so that you will consider your authority 
ais this day suspended." 
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" "I regret," said Achilles, " that there should 
'have seemed any cause for such precautions; 
I had hoped my own truth and fidelity — but — 
I am obsequious to his Imperial pleasure in all 
things/' 

** Such are his orders," said the other officer, 
<^ and you know under what penalty obedience 
is enforced," 

„s " If I did not," said Achilles, " the composi- 
tion of this body of guards would remind me, 
since it comprehends not only great part of those 
Varangians, who are the immediate defenders of 
the Emperor's throne, but those slaves of the inte- 
rior, who are the executioners of his pleasure." 

To this the Proto-spathaire returned no an- 
swer, while the more' closely the Acolyte looked 
upon the guard which attended, to the unusual 
number of nearly three thousand men, the more 
had he reason to believe that he might esteem 
himself fortunate, if, by the intervention of either 
the Csesar, Agelastes, or Hereward, he could 
pass to the conspirators a signal to suspend the 
intended explosion,' which seemed to be pro- 
vided against by the Emperor with imusual cau- 

f2 
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laon. He would have giv«n Ibe foil dream of 
enpire, with whieli he kad been for a liiort tine 
lulled asleep, to liave seen but a glimpse of the 
iazuie plome of Nioefdionis, tke white mantle of 
the philosopher, or even a glimmer of Hero- 
warfe batde-axe. No such objects eeuld be 
seen any where, and not a litde was the faithless 
Follower displeased to see that wUchever waf 
he turned his ey«s, those of the I¥otoHspadiairet 
bnt especially of the tmsty domestic officers «f 
the empire, seemed to follow and watdi tkieir 
occupation. 

Amidst the numetieuB soldiers whom he saw 
on all sides, his eye did not recognise a sinf^ 
man witiL whom he could exchange a friendly 
or eonfidentaal glance, and he stood in all that 
i^oay of terror, which is rendered the more dia* 
comfiting, because the traitor is oonsdous that^ 
beset by various foes, his own fears are the most 
likely of all to b^aray him. Intonmlly, as the 
danger seemed to increase, and as his alarmed 
imagination attempted to discern new reasooi 
for it, he oould only condude that either one of 
the theee ponnc^ial oonspiratem, or at leait WNae 
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of the inferiors, had turned informers; and his 
donbt was, whether he should not screen his own 
share of what had been premeditated, by fling« 
ing himself at the feet of the Emperor, and 
making a fuU confesdw. But «till the fear of 
being premature in haying recourse to such a 
base means of saving himself, j^Mued to the ab- 
sence of the Emperor, tmited to keep within his 
UpB a secret) which eonceraed not ^nly bH iua 
fatiae fertunes, but life itBel£ He was ia the 
neantune, there£sre, plaagiedas it were in asaa 
of trouble and nncertednty, while the spedcs of 
land, wlubh seemed to promise him refinge^ weia 
distant, dindy seea, aend exttimmif diffioolt o£ 
mt» 
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CHAPTER VII. 

To-morro^— oil} ihat*8 sudden ! Spare him, spare him ; 
He*i not prepared to die. 

SHAKSrXARE. 

V At the moment when Achilles Tatius, with a 
feeling of much insecurity, awaited the unwind-^ 
ing of the perilous skein of state politics, a pri- 
vate council of the Imperial family. was held in 
the hall termed the Temple of the Muses,' re- 
peatedly distinguished as the apartment in which 
the Princess Anna Comnena was wont to make 
her evening recitations to those who were per- 
mitted the honour of hearing prelections of her 
history. The council consisted of the Empress 
Irene, the Princess herself, and the Emperor, 
with the Patriarch of the Greek church as a sort 
of mediator between a course of severity and a 
dangerous degree of lenity. 

^' Tell not me, Irene," said the Emperor, <^ of 
the fine things attached to the praise of mercy. 
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Here have I sacrificed my just revenge over my 
rival Ursel, and what good do I obtain by it? 
Why, the old obstinate man, instead of being 
tractable, and sensible of the generosity which 
has spared his life and eyes, can be with diffi- 
culty brought to exert himself in favour of the 
Prince to whom he owes them. I used to think 
that eyesight and the breath of life were thing^ 
which one would preserve at any sacrifice; bu^ 
on the contrary, I now believe men value them 
like mere toys. Talk not to me, therefore, of 
the gratitude to be excited by saving this un* 
grateful cub ; and believe me, girl," turning to 
Anna, ** that not only will all my subjects, should 
I follow your advice, laugh at me for sparing a 
man so predetermined to work my ruin, but even 
thou thyself wilt be the first to upbraid me with 
the foolish kindness thou art now so anxious to 
extort from me." 

*< Your Imperial pleasure then," said the Pa- 
triarch, ** is fixed diat your unfortunate son-in- 
law shall suffer death for his accession to this 
conspiracy, deluded by that heathen villain Age- 
lasteS) and the traitorous Achilles Tatius ?' 



^ Saeh is jay p]ii{)Ofle,'' .said the £flQpea»r ; 
^ aad in evidence that I mean not agaia to p«BB 
mver a fientence of this kind with aaeemiag exe- 
cudoa mily, as in llie case of Ursel, this un- 
grateful traitor of ours shall be led fr(Hn the top 
of tlie staircase, or ladder of Adberon, as it is 
called, through the large ohamber named the 
bill 4^ judgment, at the iipper end of whiekaie 
arranged the Apparatus for exeoation, by whidi 
Iswear*' 

'' Swear n<^ at all !" saidithe Patriaich; <« I 
fMrbid thee, in tke name of that Heaven wlxose 
voice (though unworthy) speAM in my petaan^ 
to quench the SQioldDg:flax, or destroy the slighft 
hope whidi there may remain, that yea may 
finally be persuaded to alter your purpose ao« 
9peetmg your misguided son-in-law, widian llie 
space allotted to him to sue for your mercy. 
Remember, I pray you, the remoiae of Constaa- 



» 



^^ What means your rev^rciioe ?" said Ix&amm 

^ A trifle,'' replied the Eraper^ *^ aot wm^ 

thy being quoted from such a moufli as ike Ba^ 
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Iriwck^ being, 10 it pidbaUy ify a relk (of p^^ 

IflOU* 

^ Wbxt k it?' tMiaimei Ab iemdm a* 
xionsly, m the haipe of liesrii^ aomeths^givUdi 
vdght strengtken dieir Aide <if dM angmMnt^ 
«Did somethiBg moved, perhaps, by cmiosity, a 
motive wlndli seldom fiLBmbexs in a female bosem, 
even uriien the stronger paasioBS are in arms. 

^ The Pfttziaidi wifl tell you,'' answemd 
Alejdns, ^' sinee you must needs know ; tbongi^ 
I promise yon, yen wSIl not receive any assisir 
anoe m yonr srgnment from a nlly legendary 
tale/' 

*^ Hear it, however," said the I^itriaiidi ; *^ for 
thongh it is a tale of the olden tinte, and some- 
times sapposed to refer to die peraod ivlien hea» 
tbenism predominated, it is no less true, diat k 
was a vow made and registered in the dianoery 
of the rightfid Deity, by an Emperor of Oreeee. 

" What I am now to relate to yon,'' continned 
he, ^' is, in truth, a tale not only of a Christian 
Emperor, but of him who made the wheie empire 
Christian ; and of that very Constantine, wiio 
was also the £mt who declared 
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to be the metropoUs of tbe empire. This hero^ 
remarkable alike for his seal for religion and for ' 
his warlike achievements, was crowned by HeaYen 
with, repeated victory, and with all manner of 
blessings, save that unity in his fimiily which 
wise men are most ambitious to possess. Not only 
was the blessing of concord among brethren 
denied to the £unily of this triumphant Emperor^ 
but a deserving son of mature age, who had been 
supposed to aspire to share the throne with his 
fitther, was suddenly, and at midnight, called 
upon to enter his defence against a capital charge: 
of treason. You will readily excuse my refer- 
riag to the arts by which the son was rendered 
guilty in the eyes of the father. Be it enough 
to say, that the unfortunate young man fell a 
victim to the guilt of his stepmother, Faosta, 
and that he disdained to exculpate himself from 
a charge so gross and so erroneous. . It is said^ 
that. the anger of the Emperor was kept up 
against his son by the sycophants who called 
upon Constantine to observe that die culprit dis- 
dained even to supplicate for mercy, or vindicate 
his innocence from so foul a charge. 
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-' *^ But the death-blow had no sooner struck 
Che innocent youlth, than his father obtained proof 
of the rashness with which he had acted. He 
liad at this period been engaged in consiructihg 
the subterranean parts of the Blacquemal palace, 
which his remorse appointed to contain a record 
pf his paternal grief and remorse. At the upper 
part of the staircase, called the Pit of Acheron^ 
lie caused to be constructed a large chamber, 
still called the Hall of Judgment, for the pur* 
pose of execution. A passage through an arch^ 
way in the upper wall leads from the hall to the 
place of misery, where the axe, or other engine*, 
is disposed for the execution of state prisoners 
of consequence. Over this archway was placed 
a species of marble altar, surmounted by an 
image of the unfortunate Crispus — the materials 
were gold, and it bore the memorable inscrip- 
tion, To MT SON, WHOM I RASHLT CONDEMNED, 

AND TOO HiesTiLY EXECUTED. When coustruct* 
ing this passage, Constantine made a vow, that 
he hisiself and his posterity, being reigning Em* 
perors, would stand beside the statue of Crispus, 
at the time when any individual of their &mily 
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ihofiU lie led to eKecutum, and befinc iheymi' 
Uni hMA to paflB fi^m tke Hall of Jud^nent to 
tiie Chamber of Dealib, that they dwdd tkenn 
oehret be personally oenTineed <of the tmth cf 
Ike duu!!^ under which he soffeDed* 

^ Time rolled on — the meBKnrjr ^ ConstMi- 
tine was remembered almost 13ce that of aasdnti 
$md the req>ect paid to it threw into shadow the 
Vieedote of his son's death. Hie exigencies of 
die state rendered it difficult to keep so large a 
«am in specie invested in a statoe, winch called 
to nund the unpleasant fiaHngs of so great a 
inan. Ycmr Imperial H^hness's predeeeaHirs 
allied the metal which formed die statoe to 
Bappert dbe TmUdi wsets; and the reraocse and 
penance of Constaiitine died away m an ohscnre 
traditian. of the ehurch or of the palace. Stiil, 
however, unless your Imperial M^^esty las strong 
reasons to the contrary, I should gi^e k;as my 
opinion, that you will hardly achieve what is due 
to the memory of die greatest of your predeoes* 
mtBf nnless y<m give this unfertimate criminal, 
so oear a relaJion of yonr own, an oppnr- 
of pleading his cause beHore passing by 



&e niter ^ Ke£B|Q^e; bduig^ die siam^ wUdi ii 
fianiHMMaty ffwea to ihe Tnmmmif»trfAe mfoir* 
tmate Ctri^pii% «eB cf CoBfitaaifeHie, 4iUkoi^Ji 
now d^priir^ both of the golden leiten wUek 
eooBiposed die iotor^tioiij And tbe i^Uea imagt 
which r«p]pefi0Bted the royal BaSetetJ* 
' A moiuraf 111 pieee of rnvBie ivtts bow Sieaird to 
osoend the stair «o dfteo menlacoed* 

<* If I Biuat hear the Ceeaar ^fioe|)honis Bri- 
enniusy -ere he pass iiie oltar ef refuge^ there 
must be no loss of tk&e," said the Emptor; 
*^ for these ^melaBcholy sounds asmouiifce that lie 
has abtady approached the Hall of JudgmoBt" 

Both the Imperial ladies be^an instaatly, with 
the upmost earBestnese, to deiH'ocate the exec»- 
timi of the Csesar's doom, and to con^ore Alexiiiis» 
as he facf^ for quiet la his household, ^^ ^^ 
everlasting gratitude of his wife and dat^hter^ 
that he woald listen to their entreaties in l>ehalf 
of an juafortuaate man, who had been rseduoed 
iato guilty but not from Ua heart 

'< I win ol least see him," said tfie Emperor^ 
« and tbe holy vow of Canstantiae shall he in 
the jHreseat 'k^tanee stidctly ofasenred. Bdt w- 
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member, yon foolish women, that the state of 
Crispos and the present Csesar, is as different as 
^ilt from innocence, and that their fates, there- 
fore, may be justly decided upon opposite prin- 
ciples, and with opposite results. But I will 
confront ttus criminal ; and you, Patriarch, may 
be present to render what help is in your power 
to a dying man ; for you, the wife and mother 
of the criminal, you will, methinks, do well to 
retire to the church, and pray God for the soul 
of the deceased, rather tlian disturb his last mo- 
ments with unavailing lamentations." 

** Alexius," said the Empress Irene, " I be- 
seech you to be contented ; be assured that we 
will not leave you in this dogged humour of 
blood-shedding, lest you make such materials for 
history as are fitter for the time of Nero than of 
Constantine." 

The Emperor, without reply, led the way into 
the Hall of Judgment, where a much stronger 
light than usual was already shining up the stair 
of Acheron, from which were heard to sound, by 
sullen and intermitted fits, the penitential psalms 
which the Greek church has appointed to be 
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sung at executions. T\irenty mute slaves, the 
pale colour of whose turbans gave a ghastly look 
to the withered cast of their features, and the 
glaring whiteness of their eyeballs, ascended two 
by two, as it were from the bowels of the earth, 
each of them bearing in one hand a naked sabre, 
and in the other a lighted torch. After these 
came the unfortunate Nicephorus; his looks 
were those of a man half-dead from the terror of 
immediate dissolution, and what he possessed of 
remaining attention, was turned alternately to 
two black-stoled monks, who were anxiously 
repeating religious passages, to him alternately 
from the Greek scripture, and the form of devo-* 
tion adopted by the court of Constantinople. The 
Csesar's dress also corresponded to his mourn* 
fill fortunes : His legs and arms were bare, and 
a simple white tunic, the neck of which was al- 
ready open, showed that he had assumed the gar- 
ments which were. to serve his last turn. A tall 
muscular Nubian slave, who ; considered himself 
obviously as the principal person . in the proces- 
sion, bore on his shoulder a large, heavy headft- 
( man's axe, and, like a demon waiting on a sor^ 



14A eOVWt BOBfiBT OW PABIS» 



{B^ stalked step for step after his vietiflE Tbm 
raur •{ die procession was dosed by a band of 
Imif pnests, each of w&om eliasted fronsr l&iM 
to> time tile devotional psalm which was thua>* 
descd forth' on llie occanen; and aaalh«r of 
slwresy^ avmed vnA bows and qnwers, and widi 
laneeS) ta resist any att^npt at rescofi, if smdl 
should be t&ettA. 

It would haye required a harder heart than 
that of ihff unkuky Pvineess to- haTO resisted 
this gloomy apfiaratns of feoff and sorrow,, snrt- 
rou p ji ng, at tdie same time directed againsfy a 
beloved object, the lover of her youth, and the 
husband of her besom, within a fow nnnute» of 
the termiBation of his mortal career* 

As the mourirfut train approached towards 
die irftar of refoge, half-endrded aa it now 
was by the two^ great and expanded arms which 
projected from the wail, the Emperor,. who> stood 
directly in the passage, threw upon the flame 
of ihie altar some chips^ of aromatic wood,, steeped 
in: spkit of wfaie,- wlneh, leaping at onee inip 
a blaze, iUtiminated the dokfol procesribnv the 
^%pa>e of tkepriiicfpal; culprit, and tShe^dbwes, who 
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had most af ibem extui^iiished their flambeanz 
80; w&a as.tiifiy liad serred the piizpose oiUgbH^ 
iBg thenr up^tiue gtaircase. 

The sudden Ug^ spread &oin tibie altar failed 
mot to make the Emperor and the Frineesaes 
^dsible to the moumfid group which approadi«d 
tiaough the Iialt, All halted — all were ailent; 
It was a meetings as the Princess has expressed 
liersdi^ in her historical worlc^ sueL aat took 
jiBJce. hetwiact UIjraBes; and the inhdtdtants of the 
tttfier worlds who^ when they tasted of the blood 
of his saerifices, vecognised him indieed, but widi 
empty lamentations, and gestures feeble and 
fs^iadxnry. The kymn of contrition sunk also 
into silence ; and, of the whole group, tjie only 
figiore rendered more distinct, was the gigantio 
ooDecutibner, whose hi|^ and furrowed forehead^ 
as well as the broad' steel of his axe, canght and 
seflecrted bai^ the bright, gleam from die altan 
Alexhi» saw the necessity of breaking the silence 
wMch; ensued, lest it should grvoe the interoessoit 
foot diej^isoneraa opportunity of renewing tibieo 
^ntarei^es. 

*^ Mieephiinifl(BJeanini^** &e sidd, wiA^ aTeiee 
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wliich) althougli generally interrupted by a slight 
hesitation, which procured him, among his ene- 
mies, the nickname of the Stutterer, yet, upon 
important occasions like the present, was so 
judiciously tuned and balanced in its sentences, 
that no such defect was at all visible — ^^ Nice* 
phorus Briennius," he said, <' late Caesar, the 
lawful doom hath been spoken, that, having con- 
spired against the life of thy rightful sovereign 
and affectionate father, Alexius Comnenus, thou 
shalt suffer the appropriate! sentence, by having 
thy head struck from thy body. Here, there- 
fore, at the last altar of refuge, I meet thee, 
accoixling to the vow of the immortal Constan- 
tine, for the purpose of demanding whether thou 
hast any thing to allege why this doom, should 
not be executed ? Even at this eleventh hour, 
thy tongue is unloosed to speak with freedom 
what may concern thy life. AU is prepared in 
this world and in the next Look forward beyond 
yon archway — ^the block is fixed* Look behind 
thee, thou see'st the axe already sharpened-^thy 
place for good or evil in the next world is already 
determined— time flies — etiernity approaches^- If 
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thou h&st aug^t to say, speak it freely— if nought, 
confess the justice of thy sentence, and pass on 
to death.'' 

The Emperor commenced this oration with 
Aose looks described by his daughter as so piep. 
«ing, that they dazzled like lightning, and his 
periods, if not precisely flowing like burning lav% 
•were yet the accents of a man having the powet 
of absolute command, and as such produced an 
effect not only on the criminal, but also upoA 
the Prince himself, whose watery eyes and fal'- 
tering voice acknowledged his sense and feeling 
of the fatal import of the present moment 

Rousing himself to the conclusion of what he 
had commenced, the Emperor again demanded 
whether the prisoner had any thing to say in his 
own defence* 

Nicepborus was not one of those hardened crl^ 
minals who may be termed the very prodigies of 
history, from the coolness with which they con-' 
templated the consummation of their crimes, whe« 
ther in their own punishment, or the miisfortunefi^ 
of others. " I have been tempted,'' he said,^ 
dropping on his knees, ^^ and I have fallen. I 

VOL. III. o 
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^ye oolbing to allege in ezeiue of my folly 
jffMJ iii|;nilitude; but I staod prepared to die to 
expiate my guilt.'' A deep sigli, almost taiounfh 
infg to a screaidf was liere lieaid> doti& behind 
4^ Emperor, audits cause asEogned by tbe au6- 
^len asclamation of Irene, — ^ My lord! my l*d J 
jenr daog^s is gone !" And in fiict An^ 
-CionuBeiia had sunk into her mother's anns withr- 
jewt. either sense or motion. The ftther's attenr 
jtion Tvas instantly called to support his awopning 
4hild9 while the unlii^y husband strove with 
4ihe guards to be permitted to go to the assistance 
of his^ wife. ^' Give me but five minutes of th^ 
lime which the law has abridged — ^let my efforts 
but assist in recalling her to a life which should 
t^. as long as her virtues and her talents deserve^ 
and then let me die at her feet, for, I care not t§ 
go jail inch beyond/' 

\ The Emperor, who in £Eict had been moro 
astonished at the boldness and rashness of Nice^ 
phorns, than alarmed by his power, considered hin| 
^ a man rather misled than misleading others^ 
and felt, therefore, the full effect oi this last in-, 
He was, besides, not naturally cruel, 
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wime severities were to be enforted' under his 

^ ■ ' * 

pwn eye. 

/ <« The divine and immortal Consta&tine," he 
aai^ ^^ did not^ I am persuaded, subject his Ae^ 
scendants to this severe trial, in order further tc^ 
search out the innocence of the criminaLi, but 
ntther to give to those who came after him an op?? 
portiniity of generously forgiviiig a crime which 
could not, wiAout pardon, the express pardon of 
^e Prince,' escape without punishment. I re^ 
joice that I am bom of the willow rathev than of 
il^e'oak, and I acknowledge my weakness, that 
not even the safety of my own life^ or resentment 
-of this unhappy man's treasonable madunationSi 
iiaye the same e£Eiect witib. me as the tears of my 
wife and the swooning of my daughter. Ris« 
?ap, Nicephorus Briennius, freely pardoned, and 
jrestored even to the rank of Caesar* We will 
4irect thy pardon to be made out by the great 
Logothete, and sealed with the golden bull. For 
four-and-twenty hours thou art a prisoner, until 
an arrangement is made for preserving the pulv 
lie peace. Meanwhile, thou wilt remain under 
.|he charge of the Patriarch, who mil be answerr 
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able for thy forthcoming. — ^Daughter and wi£^, 
you must now go hence to your own apart^ 
inent; a future time will come, during which 
you may have enough of weeping and embra- 
cing, mourning and rejoicing. Pray Heaven 
that I, who, having been trained on till I have 
isacrificed justice and true policy to uxorious 
compassion and paternal tenderness of hearty 
inay not have cause at last for grieving in good 
earnest for all the events of this miscellaneous 
drama." 

The pardoned Caesar, who endeavoured td 
jregulate his ideas according to this unexpected 
thange, found it as difficult to reconcile himself 
to the reality of his situation as Ursel to the 
face of nature, after having been long deprived 
of enjoying it; so much do the dizziness and 
confusion of ideas, occasioned by moral and phy- 
Jsical causes of surprise and terror, resemble eacb 
Other in their effects on the understanding. 

At length he stammered forth a request that 
Tie might be permitted to go fortb to the field 
*«^th the Emperor, and divert, by the interposi- 
tion of ills own body, the traitorous blows which 
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'some desperate man might aim against that of 
the Emperor, in a day which was too likely to 
be one of danger and bloodshed, 
. <^ Hold there I" said Alexius Comnenus;-— ^ 
'' we wiU not begin thy newly-redeemed Ufe by 
renewed doubts of thine allegiance; yet it is 
but fitting to remind thee, that thou art still 
the nominal and ostensible head of those who 
expect to take a part in this day's insurrection^' 
and it will be the safest course to trust its pacifi** 
cation to others than to thee* Go, sir, compare 
notes with the Patriarch, and merit your pardoi^ 
by confessing to him any traitorous intentions 
concerning this foul conspiracy with which we 
may be as yet unacquainted. — Daughter and 
wife, farewell ! I must now depart for the lists, 
where I have to speak with the traitor Achilles 
Tatius and the heathenish infidel Agelastes, if 
he still lives, but of whose providential death I 
hear a confirmed rumour." 

^^ Yet do not go, my dearest &ther !" said the 
Princess ; *^ but let me rather go to encourage 
the loyal subjects in your behalf. The extreme 
kindness which you have extended towards my 



\s^ 
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gtxHty husband, conviiices me of the extent of 
your affection towards your unwordiy daughfer, 
and the greatness of the sacrifice which yon ha^ 
made to her almost childish aLffection lor an tkn- 
grateful man, who put your life in danger.'^ 
' *^ Hat is to say, daughter,'* sud the Eraperor^ 
ftmiling, '<* that the pardon of your husband is a 
boon whidi has lost its merit when it is granted ? 
Take my adyice, Anna, and think otherwise | 
wives and their husbands ought in prudence to^ 
forget their offences towards each other as soon 
tB human nature will permit them. Life is too 
lihort, and conjugal tranquillity too uncertain, 
to admit of dwelling long upon such irritating^ 
subjects. To your apartments^ Princesses, mi 
prepare the scarlet buskins, and the embroidery 
Which is displayed on the cuffs and collars of thtf 
Caesar's robe, indicative of his high rank. He 
must not be seen without them on the morrows 
-—Reverend father, I. remind you once moira 
that the 'Caesar is in your personal custody frbm 
this moment until to-monrow at the same hour? 
'< They parted^ the Emperor repairing to put 
at the head of his Varangian, guards-^ 
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tbe Csesar, under the j^aperintendence of Ae 
patriarch, -withdrawing into the interior of the 
Blaequemal Palace, where Nieephoms BrieDmmr 
i^as under the necessity of ^ unthreading the 
lade eye of rebellion/^ and throwing such lightisr 
as were in his power upon the progress of the 
conspiracy. 

'. <^ Agelastes,'' he said» ^* Achilles Tatius, and 
Hereward die Varangian, were the persons prii^i 
cipally intrusted in its progress. But whetliex> 
liiey had been all true to their engagements, hv 
did not pretend to be assured**' I 

: In the female apartments, there was a violent 
discussion betwixt Anna Conmena and her mo« 
Aer. The Princess had undergone during die 
day many.changes of sentiment and feeliag ; and 
though they had finally united diemselves into 
one strong interest in h^r husband's £Eivour, yefe 
no sooner was the fear of his punishment remo^ 
red, than the sense of his ungrateful behaTionc 
b^an to revive. She became sensible also that 
a woman of her extraordinary attainments, wha 
had been by an universal course of flattery dis- 
posed to entertain an extraordinary opinion of 
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her own consequence, made rather a poor figure 
when she had been the passive subject of a long 
series of in^igues, by which she was destined to 
be disposed of in one way or the other, according 
to the humour of a set of subordinate conspirators, 
who never so much as dreamed of regarding her 
as a being capable of forming a wish in her own 
behalf, or e\^en yieldlngor refusinga consent. Her 
father's authority over her, and right to dispose 
of her, was less questionable; but even then it 
was something derogatory to the dignity of a 
Princess born in the purple — an authoress be-t 
sides, and giver of immortality — to be, without 
her own consent, thrown, as it were, at the head 
now of one suitor, now of another, however mean 
or disgusting, whose alliance could for the time 
benefit the Emperor. The consequence of these 
moody reflections was, that Anna Comnena 
deeply toiled in spirit for the discovery of some 
means by which she might assert her sullied 
dignity, and various were the expedients which 
she revolvei 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

But now ihe Kand of fate is on tKe curtidn. 
And brings the scene to ligKt. 

Don SeboiHatu 

The gigantic trumpet of the Varangiang 
sounded its loudest note of march, and the 
squadrons of the faithful guards, sheathed ia 
complete mail, and inclosing in their centre the 
person of their Imperial master, set forth upon 
their procession through the streets of Constanti- 
nople. The form of Alexius, glittering in his 
splendid armour, seemed no unmeet central point 
for the force of an empire ; and while the citizens 
crowded in the train of him and his escort, there 
might be seen a visible difference between those 
who came with the premeditated intention of 
tumult, and the greater part, who, like the mvlm 
titude of every great city, thrust each other^ aiul 

o2 
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shout for rapture on account of any cause for 
which a crowd may be collected together. The 
hope of the conspirators was lodged chiefly in 
the Immortal Guards, who were levied prin- 
cipally for the defence of Constantinople, par- 
took of the general prejudices ot the citizens, 
and had been particularly influenced by those in 
favour of Ursel, by whom, previous to his impri- 
8onmeilt» ibtey hAd themselves been commanded. 
The conspirators had determined that those of 
%his body who were considered as mostdiseon- 
Rented, should early in the morning take posh* 
%ession of the posts in the lists most &yourable 
?br their purpose of assaulting the Emperor'^ 
^rsbtt. But, in spite of all efforts short <i 
*Mtfial violence, for which the time did not seem 

* r 

*to be come, they found themselves disappointed 
'Sn this purpose, by parties of the VarangiaA 
•guards, planted with apparent carelessness, but, 
*An feet, with perfect skilij for the preventioli 
^>f their enterprise. Somewhat confounded at 
^perceiving that a design, which they could no't 
"suppose to be suspected, was» nevertheless, oh 
^^^'^ part controlled and eounteiMJieeked, the 
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cans][Hrator8 began to look for the principiJ 
j^ersens. oi tlteir own party, on whom they 
depended' for orders in this emergency ; but 
neither the^Csesar nor Agelastes were to be seen, 
whether in the lists or on the military march from 
Constantinople; smd though Achilles Tatius tode 
in the latter assembly, yet it might be dearl]^ 
observed that he was rather attending upon tJ&e 
Proto-spathaire, than assuming that indepenc(« 
ence as an officer which he loved to afieet 

Jn this manner, as l^e Emperor with his gfii^ 
tering bands eqpproached the phalanx of Tancred 
and his followers, wlio were drawn up, it will bii 
Remembered, upon a rising cape between thtf 
city and the lists, the main body of &e Imperial 
procession d^ected in some degree from the 
Straight road> in order to march past tJiem with^ 
out interruption ; while the ProtOHspatbaire and 
tiie Acolyte passed under the escort of a baiul 
of Yarangians, to bear the Emperor's enquitietf 
to Prince Tancred, oonceming the purpose oi 
liis being there with his band. The short march 
^vas soon performed — ^the large trtimpet whichr 
littended 4iie two officers sounded ^ parley, and* 
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Taticred lumself^ remarkable for that personal 
beauty which Tasso has preferred to any of the 
erosadersy except Rinaldo d'Este, the creature 
of his own poetical imagination, advanced to par-* 
ley witii them, 

" The Emperor of Greece," said the Proto- 
spatiiaire, to Tancred, ^^ requires tiie Prince of 
Otranto to show, by the two high officers whq 
shall deliver him this message, with what purpose 
he has returned, contrary to his oath, to the right 
side of these straits ; assuring Prince Tancred, at 
the same time, that nothing will so much please 
the Emperor, as to receive an answer not at 
variance with his treaty with the Duke of Bouil^ 
Ion, and the oath which was taken by the crusa- 
ding nobles and their soldiers ; since that would 
enable the Emperor, in conformity to his own 
wishes, by his kind reception of Prince Tancred 
and his troop, to show how high is his estima-> 
tion of the dignity of the one, and the bravery of 
both. — We wait an answer.** 

The tone of the message had nothing in it 
Tery alarming, and its substance cost Princq 
Tancred very litde trouble to answer. " Th<^ 
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cause," he said, ^< of the Prince of Otranto ap- 
pearing here with fifty lances, is this cartel, in 
which a combat is appointed betwixt Nicephoriis 
Briennius, called the Caesar, a high member of 
this empire, and a worthy knight of great fiune* 
the partner of the Pilgrims who have taken the 
Cross, in their high vow to rescue Palestine 
from the infidels. The name of the said Knight 
is the redoubted Robert of Paris. It becomes, 
therefore, an obligation indispensable upon the 
Holy Pilgrims of the Crusade, to send one chief 
of their number, with a body of men-at-arms, 
sufficient to see, as is usual, &ir play between 
the combatants. That such is their intentioui 
may be seen from their sending no more than 
$fty lances, with their furniture and following ; 
whereas it would have cost them no trouble to 
have detached ten times the number, had they 
nourished any purpose of interfering by force| 
or disturbing the fair combat which is about to 
take place. The Prince of Otranto, therefore^ 
and his followers, will place themselves at the 
disposal of the Imperial Court, and witness the 
proceedings of the combat, with the most perfect 
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confidence that the rules of fair battle will b^ 
pnDctnalty observed.** 

The two €rreeian officers transmitted this repty 
to the Emperor, who heai^d it with pleasure f 
and, immediately proceeding to act upon the 
principle which he had laid down, c^maintauMBgf 
peace, if possible, with the crusaders^ named 
Prince Tancred with the ProtoHspathake aa 
Field Marshals of the lists, fully empoweredr 
under the Emperor, to decide all the. terms of 
the combat, and to have recourse to Alexias 
himself where their opinions disagreed* Thi# 
was made known to the asststants, who were 
thus prepared for the entry into <die lists of &e 
Grecian officer and the Italian Prinee in futt 
armour, while a solemn proclamation announced^ 
to all the spectators their solemn <rfBee. The 
same annunciation commanded the assistants ol 
fevery kind to dear a convenient part of the 
yseats which surrounded the lists im one side, that 
it might serve for the accommodation of Prince 
Tancred*s followers. 

Achilles Tatius, who was a heedful observer of 
^1 these passs^es, saw with alarm, that by the 
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hat collocation the armed Latins were inteipose<l 
between tbe Immortal Guards and the discon*^ 
tented dtizens, which made it most probable thal^ 
Ae conspiracy was discovered, and that AlexinflT 
ibund he had a good right to reckon upon the 
assistance of Tancred and his forces in the task 
of suppressing it. This^ added to the cold end 
eaustic manner in which the Emperor commu« 
bleated his commancb to him, made the Acoljrte 
of opinion, that his best chance of escape from 
the danger in which he was now placed, was, thaO 
the whole conspiracy should fall to the ground^ 
and that the day should pass without the least 
attempt to shake the thrcme of Alexius Comne-^ 
nus. Even then it continued highly doubtful^ 
whether a despot, so wily and so suspicious as 
the Emperor, would think it sufficient to rest 
satisfied widi the private knowledge of the under^ 
taking, and its failure, with which he appeared 
to be possessed, without putting into exercise 
the bow-strings and the blinding-irons of the 
mutes of the interior. There was, however^ 
little possibility either of flight or of resistance* 
The least attempt to withdraw himself from the 
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neigliboiirliood of those &ithfiil followers of tW 
Emperor, personal foes of his own, by whom he 
was gradually and more closely surrounded, be- 
came each moment more perilous, and more cer*« 
tain to provoke a rupture which it was the inte-* 
rest of the weaker party to delay, with what- 
ever difficulty. And while the soldiers under 
Achilles's immediate authority seemed still to 
treat him as their superior officer, and appeal to 
him for the word of command, it seemed to be* 
come more and more evident that the slightest 
degpree of suspicion which should be excited^ 
would be the instant signal for his being placed 
under arrest. With a trembling heart, there- 
fore, and eyes dimmed by the powerful idea of 
soon parting with the light of day, and all that 
it made visible, the Acolyte saw himself con^ 
demned to watch the turn of circumstances, over 
which he could have no influence, and to con- 
tent himself with waiting the result of a drama^^ 
in which his own life was concerned, although 
the piece was played by others. Indeed, it seem- 
ed as if through the whole assembly some signal 
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was waited for^ whicli no one was in readiness 
to give. 

The discontented citizens and soldiers looked 
in vain for Agelastes and the Csesar ; and when 
they observed the condition of Achilles Tatius* 
it seemed such as rather to express doubt and 
consternation, than to give encouragement to the 
hopes they had entertained. Many of the lower 
classes, however, felt too secure in their owa 
insignificance, to fear the personal consequences 
of a tumult, and were desirous, therefore, to pro- 
voke the disturbance, which seemed hushing 
itself to sleep. 

A hoarse murmur, which attained almost the 
importance of a shout, exclaimed, — ^^ Justice, 
justice ! — Ursel, Ursel ! — The rights of the 
Immortal Guards I" &c. At this the trumpet of 
the Varangians awoke, and its tremendous tones 
were heard to peal loudly over the whole assem- 
bly, as the voice of its presiding deity. A dead 
silence prevailed in the multitude, and the voice 
of a herald announced, in the name of Alexius 
Comnenus, his sovereign will and pleasure. 

<< Citizens of the Roman empire, your com- 
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plaints, stirred up by fkctioiis men, Iiave reached' 
the ear of your Emperor ; you shall youiselyesp 
he witness to his power of gratifying his people. 
At your request, and before your own sight, the 
visual ray which hath been quenched shall be 
re-illumined — the mind whose efforts were re^ 
Stricted to the imperfect supply of indiyidual 
trants, shall be again extended, if st^ch is the 
Owner's will, to the charge of an ample Theme 
^r division of the empire. Political jealousy^ 
more hard to receive conviction than the blind 
to receive sight, shall yield itself conquered, by^ 
the Emperor's paternal love of his people, and> 
his desire to g^ve them satiafection. Ursel, the 
darling of your wishes,, supposed to be long dead, 
er at least believed to exist in blinded seclusion,., 
is restored to you well in health, clear in eye* 
[light, and possessed of every faculty necesss^- 
to adorn the Emp^or^s &vour, or merit the aSec« 
6on of the people.** 

As the herald thus spoke, a figure, which had^ 
hitherto stood shrouded behind some officers of 
the interior, now stepped forth, and flinging* 
f*oin him a dusky r&l, in whidi he was wrai)t, 
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i^peared in a dezriiiig scarlet garment^ of whidi^* 
t9ie sleeyes and buskms .disiidayed tkose oma-^ 
ments which expressed a rank nearly adjacent 
to tliat of tke Emperor himself. He held in his 
hand a wlv.er truncheon, the badge of delegated 
eemmand over the Immortal Guards, and, kneel*' 
ing before the Emperor, {^resented it to his hands, 
intimating! a virtual resignation of the command 
which it implied, The whole assembly were* 
electrified at the appearance of a person long' 
supposed either dead, or by cruel means rendered' 
incapable of public trust. Some recognised t^o** 
man, whose appearance and features w^e noP 
easily forgot, and gratulated him upon li|s lallost'' 
unexpected return to the service of his country.- 
Others stood suspended in amazement, not know-" 
iiig whether to trust their eyes, while a'few de-*' 
termined malecontenis eagerly pressed upon Ae^ 
assembly an allegatien that the person presented' 
as Ursel was only a counterfeit, and €be whole^ 
a tTidk of the ]^mperor. 

• » Speak to them, noble^ Ursel;" said the Em«^ 
peror. *^ Tell them, that if I have siiined ^Igidnst' 
thee, it has beeti because I was dedeired^ and' 
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that my disposidon to make thee amends is as 
ample as ever was my purpose of doing thee 
wrong." 

<^ Friends and countrymen," said Ursel, tuni'« 
ing himself to the assembly, ^^ his Imperial Ma« 
jesty permits me to offer my assurance, that if 
in any former part of my life I have suffered at 
his hand, it is more than wiped out by the feel- 
ings of a moment so glorious as this; and that I 
am well satisfied, from the present instant, to 
spend what remains of my life in the service of 
the most generous and beneficent of sovereigns, 
or, with his permission, to bestow it in prepa- 
ring, by devotional exercises, for an infinite im- 
mortality to be spent in the society of saints and 
angels. Whichever choice I shall make, I reckon 
that you, my beloved countrymen, who have 
remembered me so kindly during years of dark- 
ness and captivity, will not fail to afford me the 
advantage of your prayers." 

This sudden apparition of the long-lost Ursel 
had too much of that which elevates and sur- 
prises not to captivate the multitude, and they 
sealed their reconciliation with three tremen- 
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douft shouts, whlcb are said so to have shaken 
the air, that birds, incapable of sustaining them- 
selves, sunk down exhausted out of their native 
element* 
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CHAPTER IX. 



'* What, leave the combat out !" exclaimed the knight. 
** Yea ! or we must renounce the Stagyrite." 
" So large a crowd the stage will ne'er contain.'* 
_« Then build a new, or act it on a plain." 

Porx« 



The sounds of the gratulating shout had ex-« 
panded over the distant shores of the Bosphorus 
by mountain and forest, and died at length in the 
farthest echoes, when the people, in the silence 
which ensued, appeared to ask each other what 
next scene was about to adorn a pause so solemn 
and a stage so august. The pause would proba- 
bly have soon given place to some new clamour, 
for a mil£titude, from whatever cause assembled, 
seldom remains long silent, had not a new sig- 
nal from the Varangian trumpet given notice of 
a fresh purpose to solicit their attention. The 
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jilitot had soffiething in its tone spirit-stirring 
and yet melancboly» partaking both of the cha* 
jacter of a point of war, and of die doleful sounds 
j^hich jvJght be chosen to announce an executioa 
4>f peculiar solemnity. Its notes were high and 
widely extended, and prolonged and long dwelt 
-upon) as if the brazen clamour had been waked 
by something more tremendous than the longs 
of mere mortals. 

The multitude appeared to acknowledge these 
awfinl rounds, which were indeed such as habitr 
ually solicited their attention to Imperial edicts 
iuf melancholy import, by which rebellions were 
announced, dooms of treason discharged, and 
pther tidings of a great and affecting import in<* 
timated to tiie people of Constantinople. When 
ihe trumpet had in its turn ceasedj with its thrill-i 
ing and doleful notes, to agitate the immense 
iMSsembly^ the voice of the herald again addressed 
thes^. 

it annonnced in a grave and affecting strain 
^t it sometimes chanced how the people fidled 
in their duty to a sovereign, who was unto them 
%s « £ither, and how it became the painful duty 
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of the prince to use the rod of correction rather 
than the olive sceptre of mercy. 

** Fortunate,'' continued the herald, ^< it isi 
when the supreme Deity, having taken on him- 
self the preservation of a throne, in beneficence 
and justice resembling his own, has also assumed 
the most painful task of his earthly delegate, by 
' punishing those whom his unerring judgment 
acknowledges as most guilty, and leaving to his 
substitute the more agreeable task of pardoning 
such of those as art has misled, and treachery 
hath involved in its snares. 

*^ Such being the case, Greece and its accom*^ 
panying Themes, are called upon to listen and 
learn that a villain, named Agelastes, who had 
insinuated himself into the favour of the Empe-* 
ror, by alBfectation of deep knowledge and severe 
virtue, had formed a treacherous plan for the 
murder of the Emperor Alexius Comnenus, and 
a revolution in the state. This person, who, 
under pretended wisdom, hid the doctrines of a 
heretic and the vices of a sensualist, had found 
proselytes to his doctrines even among the Em* 
peror's household, and those persons who were 
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most bound to him, and down to the lower order,' 
to excite the last of whom were dispersed a mul- 
litade of forged rumours, similar to those con- 
cerning UrseFs death and blindness, of which 
your own eyes have witnessed the falsehood/' 

The people, who had hitherto listened in si- 
lence, upon this appeal broke forth in a clamor* 
ous assent. They had scarcely been again silent, 
ere the iron*yoiced herald continued his procla» 
mation. 

^< Not Korah, Dathan, and Abiram,'' he said; 
^* had more justly, or more directly, &llen under 
the doom of an offended Deity, than this villain, 
Agelastes* The steadfast earth gaped to devour 
the apostate sons of Israel, but the termination 
of this wretched man's existence has been, as far 
as can now be known, by the direct means of an 
evil spirit, whom his own arts had evoked into 
the upper air. By this spirit, as would appear 
by the testimony of a noble lady, and other fe- 
males, who witnessed the termination of his life, . 
Agelastes was strangled, a fate well becoming 
his odious crimes. Such a death, even of a 
guilty man, must, indeed, be most painful to the 

TOU III. H 
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llninfl^fc'^^liiigB af the Emperar, becaote it in* 
T«lvM «dfaring beyond diis wotld« Btit the 
sivftl enbflkBtrophe carries wxtk it tlus coiiifof<» 
itmt it abfi^iveB die ^Eiaxpemxr fix>m the necesntf 
of ottrrying taayfariiMT avengeanee whieh Bte»- 
^Ditadf seems to haye liniitod to the ezemiplary 
punishment of the prinmpal cons^zator. Some 
dumges of offices and situations shall be made, 
lor the sake €ii safcty and good oxder; but the 
.secret, who had, or who had not, been conoemed 
& this awful crime, shall deep in the bosoms of 
ttie persons themselves implicated, since tife 
£mperor is determined to dismiss their offence 
from his memory, as the effisct of a tcansieiit 
delusion. Ijet all, therefore, who now hear me^ 
whateTer consdboniesB tliey may poesess of a 
knowledge or what was this day intended, retam 
to their houses, assured that their own thoughts 
will be th»r only punishment Let tbem re- 
joice that Almighty goodness hm saved them 
from the meditations of their own hearts, and« 

recording to the affec^aig languii^e of Sctiptoi^ 
-^« Let them r^ent and sin no more, lest a 
'^^ *ing be&U them »' 
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The voice of the Ihcidel tiMB ceased, «m1 ins 
ugm- aBsimedl by tlie slMiuts of the audienoci.. 
Tfese irere unaaiisKMis; for eiRmmrtaBceg coik 
tributed to cocnrifice die znaleeontenit perty that 
they stood at the Sovereign's mercy, and the 
edict that tikey heard haraig diown his acquaint-* 
anoe with tibeir guilt, it lay at his pleasure to let 
losee upon them the strength of Ae Varangians^ 
idbile, from the terms on-which it liad pleased 
liara to TecerFe Tanesed, it was probaUe that thcr 
Apnleian forces were also at Us disposaL . > 
. The Toices, dicoefore, of the balky Stephanas 
of Harpaac the centurion, and other rdMs, botK 
of the camp and city, were the first to thunder 
forth their gsatitude far the diemency of the 
Emperor, and tfadff tiMnhs to Heaven fer has 



Tlie aasKeace, reconciled to tbe dum^bts of 
Ae discoTcred and frustrated eoiMpiracy, begasi 
meantime, according to their custom, t6 turn 
Aemsdb«s to the consideration of the matter 
wiiich had more avowedly called them together, 
imd priMte wh]q>eBS, swelliag by degrees iatb 



178 COUNT BOBBBT OB PABIS. 

mun ii uf g ; began to express the diaaatigfactioii of 
the citizens at being ibns long assembled, with- 
out receiying any oommnnication respecting iiie 
announced purpose of iheir meeting^. 

Alexius was not slow to perceire the tendency 
of iheir thoughts; and, on a signal from his 
hand, the trumpets blew a point of war, in sounds 
tar more lively than those which had prefinced 
the Imperial edict *' Robert, Count of Paris," 
then said a herald, '^ art thou here in thy places 
or by knightly proxy, to answer the challenge 
brought against lliee by his Imperial Highness 
Mcephorus Briennius, Csesar of this empire 7* 
' The Elmperor conceived hiioself to have equals 
ly provided against the actual appearance at this 
call of either of the parties named, and had 
prepared an exhibition of another kind, namely, 
certain cages, tenanted by wild animals, which 
being now loosened, should do their pleasure 
with each other in the eyes of the assembly. His 
astonishment and confusion, dierefore, were greats 
when, as the last note of the prodamatiion died 
in the echo. Count Robert of Paris stood fcurtb, 
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anned cap-arpie, his mailed charger led behind 
him from within the curtained enclosure, at one 
end of the lists, as if ready to mount at the sig- 
nal of the marshaL 

The alarm and the shame that were visible in 
every coimtenance near the Imperial presence, 
when no Caesar came forth in like &shion to 
confront the formidable Frank, were not of long 
duration. Hardly had the style and title of the 
Count of Paris been duly announced by the he* 
raids, and their second summons of his antagor 
nist uttered in due form, when a person, dressed 
like one of the Varangian Guards, sprung into 
the lists, and announced himself as ready to do 
battle in the name and place of the Caesar 
Nicephorus Briennius, and for the honour of the 
empire* 

Alexius, with the utmost joy, beheld this un- 
expected assistance, and readily gave his consent 
to the bold soldier who stood thus forward in 
the hour of utmost need, to take upon himself 
the dangerous office of champion. He the more 
readily iEtcquiesced, as, from the size and appears- 
ance of the soldier, and the gallant bearing he 
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Hsflmjed, he lad no doubt of hisindrndual pci> 
WMH and folly confided in his valour. Bat Priaes 
Tancred interposed has oppoeitioii. 

^^ The lists," he said, '^ were only open to 
knights and nobles; or, at any rate, men were 
not permitted to meet therein who were not of 
some equality of birth and Uood ; nor eould lie 
Temoin a silent witness where tiie laws of dus^ 
valry were la such respects forgotten/'. 

<' Let Coumt Robert of Pkrk," said the W 
rangian, *' look upon my couatenanee, and saj 
whether he has not, by promise, remoTed all €hf 
jectioa to oiir contest which might be 'founded 
upon an inequality of conditian^ and let him 
be judge himself whether, by meeting me la 
this field, he will do more than comply with a 
compact which he has long since become boiiad 
by-" 

Coimt Robert, i^>on das appeal* advanced^ 
and admowledged, without further debate tiuil^ 
aotwidiateiding their diSerenee of rank, ho htid 
Idaiadf bound by his soleam word to gire this 
mliaBfe soUier a laeeting in the field* That he 
9egreUtiy on aecouat of this* gfaUaat auux's ond^ 
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Bent virtue% and the high services he had re^ 
.ceived at his hand^, that they should now stand 
upon terms of such bloody arbitration; but since 
nothing was more common, than that the £ate 
of war oalied on friends to meet each odier in 
jQOTtal oombat, he would not shrink from ll&e 
engagement he had pledged himself to ; nor did 
he think his quality in the slightest degree 
infringed or diminished, by meeting in battle a 
warrior so well known and of such good account 
•as Hereward, the brave Varangian* He. addo^ 
^lliat ^^ he willingly admitted, that the combal; 
should take place on foot, and with the batjA^ 
ase, which was the ordinary weapon of the 
vVarangian guard." 

Hereward had stood still, almost like, a statq% 
while this discourse passed ; but when tjie Count 
of Paris had made this i^ech, he indined hio^ 
^self towards him with a graceful Qbeisaoce, ud 
expressed himself honoured and gratified by di^ 
•manly manner in which, die Count acquitted 
himself, aeoording to his promisei with comply 
lionour and fidelity^ ^ 

. « What we ai^ tp do/' mi Count Balbmt^ 
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with a sigh of regret, wUch even his love of 
betde could not prevent, " let us do quickly ; 
the heart may be affected, but the hand must do 
its duty,'' 

Hereward assented, with the additional re- 
mark, ^* Let us then lose no more time, which 
is already flying fiasf' And, grasping his axe, 
he stood prepared for combat. 

<^ I also am ready,'' said Ck>unt Robert of 
Paris, taking the same weapon from a Varangian 
soldier, who stood by the lists. Both were im- 
mediately upon the alert, nor did farther forms 
or circumstances put off the intended combat. • 

The first blows were given and parried with' 
great caution, and Prince Tancred and others' 
thought, that on the part of Count Robert the 
caution was much greater than usual ; but, in 
combat as in food, the appetite increases with ' 
the exercise. The fiercer passions began, as 
usual, to awaken with the clash of arms and the 
sense of deadly blows, some of which were made 
with great fury on either side, and parried with' 
considerable difficulty, and not so completely 
but what blood flowed on botii their parts. The 
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Greeks looked with astpnisliment on a single 
combat, such as they had seldom wftnessed, and 
held their breath as they beheld the furious blows 
dealt by either warrior, and expected with each 
stroke the annihilation of one or other of the com* 
batants. As yet their strength and agility seem- 
ed somewhat equally matched, although those 
who judged with more pretension to knowledge, 
were of opinion, that Count Robert spared put- 
ing forth some part of the military skill for 
which he was celebrated ; and the remark was 
generally made and allowed, that he had sur- 
rendered a great advantage by not insisting 
upon his right to fight upon horseback. On the 
other hand, it was the general opinion that the 
gallant Varangian omitted to take advantage of 
one or two opportunities afforded him by the heat 
of Count Robert's temper, who obviously was 
incensed at the duration of the combat. 

Accident at length seemed about to decide 
what had been hitherto an equal combat. 
Count Robert, making a feint on one side of his 
antagonist, struck him on the other, which was 
uncovered, with the edge of his weapon, so that 

h2 
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A« Tbfiolgiaii reeMy umL seemed in the aet el 
ibttag to the earth. The iisital,0oimd laade hf 
tpeeMom at iSke sight of any painful or iiDple»- 
Mart' drciuBfltaBce, hj ^wii^ the breath he- 
Weetk the teelii, was suddenly heard to pam 
through the assembly, ivlole a female TOiee 
load and ei^erly exdumed, — ^^ Cou&t Robert 
of Buis ! — ^forget net this day l2kat thoa ewesta 
life to Hearen and me." The Count waa in th# 
iKt of i^in seeondiiig his blow, with what effeet 
tenld hardly be jn%ed, when this cry reached 
bis ears, asid apparently took aivray his disposi^ 
tion for ferther combat. 

■ << I aduaowledge the del^'' he said, sinking 
im battle-axe, and retreating twe stepa from hk 
antagonist, who stood in astonidiment, scarc^ 
TCcovered from the stimning effect of the blow 
fey which he was so nearly prostroted. He siink 
the blade of his battiie*axe in imitation o£ luit 
mitagonist, and seemed to wait in suspense what 
4raa to foe the next process of tiie combat. > ^^ I 
iieknowledge my debt," said the valiant Comft 
^ Paris, << Alike to Bertha q£ Britaia and to the 
^-^^^■^hty, who has preswved me from the caome 
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W vngTStefol .blQeJt'g«u3liiie».-*«*Youi Iwre 
the figkt, genllftBisiiv'' turning to Tanesed .«ni 
M» chivaby,. ^* and oaai tastify, on your bonmii^ 
:^t it hx» been maintaiBed fifdiiy en both sid0% 
and wMout adfaniagie on eitber. I presume my 
JmnouraUe antacroniat has by tbis Isune satisfied 
rtiie desire wbidi brougbi me nnder bi&dtalleng^ 
apd wbi(^ certdbody had ufi taste in. it cif peih 
•aonal or private quameL On my part» I.retaiti 
te^wacds him sudi asei^e e£ penon^ oU^alaaii 
as would render my.eontinuing this combat, xm- 
flesa compelled to it by sekt defence^ a shmn^ful 
ttcid sinful action*"' 

jyiesxiim gladly embraced the torma of ti^ieeb 

whkh. he uras far from expecting^ and iSaxmr 

. down his wardeiv in signal that the duel was 

'ianded* Tanered, tibongh sraiewhat suziiriMtdy 

and parhaps even scandaliaedi that a pxivafe 

.teddies of the Emperor's guaisd. should have so 

• hmg resisted the utiaiost ^orts of so approved:' a 

,' knight) could not but Qwn that the combat had 

cBeen fiai^ht with perfect fairness, and equalitgr, 

;:and decided uponteisas dtshqnoniable to neii^r 

party. The Count's character being well known 
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and e0taUished amongst the criisaderSy they 
were compelled to believe that some motive of 
a most potent nature formed the prindide upon 
which, very contrary to his general practice, he 
had proposed a cessation of tiie combat before it 
was brought to a deadly, or at least to a decisive 
conclusion. The edict of the Emperor upon tiie 
occaaon, therefore, passed into a law, adcnow- 
ledged by the assent of the chiefs present, and 
especially affirmed and gratulated by the shoats 
of tiie assembled spectators* 

But perhaps the most interesting figure in die 
assembly was that of tiie bold Varangpan, arrived 
•o suddenly at a promotion of miUtary renown, 
whi(^ tiie extreme difficulty he had experienced 
in keeping his ground against Count Robert 
liad prevented him from anticipating, although 
his modesty had not diminished tiie indomitable 
oouiage witii which he maintained tiie contests 
He stood in tiie middle of tiie lists, his &ce rod* 
dy tvitii the exertion of tiie combat, and not less 
so from tiie modest consciousness proper to tile 
Tplabanen and simplicity of his cfaaiacter, whidi 
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was disconcerted by finding himself the central 
point of the gaze of the multitude. 

^< Speak to me, my soldier/' said Alexius, 
strongly affected by the gratitude which he felt 
was due to Hereward upon so singpilar an occa- 
sion^ ^' speak to thine Emperor as his superior, 
for such thou art at this moment, and tell him if 
there is any manner, even at the expense of half 
his kingdom, to atone for his own life saved, and, 
what is yet dearer, for the honour of his country, 
which thou hast so manfully defended and pre- 
served.*' 

"My Lord," answered Hereward, *' your 
Imperial Highness ^values my poor services over 
highly, and ought to attribute them to the nobl^ 
Count of Paris, first, for his condescending to 
accept of an antagonist so mean in quality as 
myself; and next, in generously relinquishing 
victory when he might have achieved it by an 
additional blow ; for I here confess before your 
Majesty, my brethren, and the assembled Gre- 
cians, that my power of protracting the combat 
was ended, when the gallant Count, by his gene^^ 
rosi^, put a stop to it" 
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^ Do not diyself that wrong, hTtsve mai^^ 
said Count Robert; ^' ios I tow to our Ladj of 
tiie Broken Liances, lliat tUe eombai was yet 
williin die und^ennined doom of PnovidenGe^ 
wlien Ae presntre of my oim feelings rendenad 
me inoapaUe of continuiag ii^ to the. neeesauy 
barm, perhaps to the moctaLdaau^e^of a]Iax^a^ 
goniirt to whom I owe so much kindness*. Choes^ 
Aerelbre, the recompense wMdi. the genexAsiigr 
of diy Emperor offers in a manner so jnst and 
grateful^ and fear not lest mortal voice pr»^ 
no'unces that reward unmerited which Robent of 

■ 

fazis shall avoneh. with bis i^oid to ha^e been 
gallantly won. upon bis own erest^" 

^ Yon are too great, my lord, and too noble^" 
answered the Anglo-Saxon, ^^ to be gainsaifl 
by such as I am, and I must not awakeai new 
strife between us by oontestuag die cireumstanees 
under which our combat so suddenly closed^ nor 
HFOuld it be wise or prudent in me fertber t«> 
<Hmtradict yom. My noble Emperor generously 
loffers me the r%ht of naming what be oaUsmy 
'Zeeompense { hnt let not bis generosity be dit- 
praised, although it is from, you^ my loni^ 9»i 
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Rot from lias loaperial £%luiess^ that I asm te 
ask a be«a, to me tlie dearesi towUcEmy v«ae0 
Wk give utterance." 

r <^ And that," said the Count, ^ bas velercRce 
to Ber<jia» tihie &itliful attendant of my wife ?' 

** Even so/' said Hereward ; " it k my pr^ 
posal to request my discliaifge from tiie Vanm* 
gian guard, and permisBiim to* share in your 
lordship'^ pious and honourable tow for the re^ 
OQvery of Fklestiiie, with liberty to fight uitd^r 
your honoured banner, and permission frcnn time 
to, time to recommend my love-suit to Bertba^ 
the aiitendant of the Countess of Paris, uid the 
kope that it' may find fitroor in the eyes of her 
noble lord and lady. I may thus finally hope to 
be restored to a country, which I have nereir 
ceased to We ot^ the rest of the world." 

</ Thy service, noble soUier," said the Coun^ 
^^ shall be as acceptable to me as that oi a born 
«arl;vnor is there an opportunity of acquiring 
honour which I can shape for thee, to whiol^ 
«U3 it oecurs, I wiU not gladly prefer ihee. I will 
^ot boast of what interest I haw with the JSjoag 
jof England^ but something I am do with hin% 
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audit shall be strained to the uttermost to settle 
thee in thine own beloved native country/' 

The Emperor then spoke. <^ Bear witness, 
heaven and earth, and you my fEuthful subjects, 
and you my gallant allies ; above all, you my 
bold and true Varangian Guard, that we would 
rather have lost the briglitest jewel from our 
Imperial crown, than have relinquished the ser- 
vice of this true and fidthful Anglo-Saxon. But 
since go he must and will, it shall be my study 
to disting^uish him by such marks of beneficence 
as mpy make it known through his future life, 
that he is the person to whom the Emperor 
Alexius Comnenus acknowledged a debt larger 
than his empire could discharge. You, my Lord 
Tancred, and your principal leaders, will sup 
ith us this evening, and to-morrow resume 
your honourable and religious purpose of pil- 
grimage! We trust both the combatants will also 
oblige us by their presence. — Trumpets, give 
the signal for dismission." 

The trumpets sounded accordingly, and the 
different classes of spectators, armed and un- 
armed, broke up into various partie% or fonned 
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into their military ranks, for the purpose of their 
return to the city. 

The screams of women, suddenly and strange- 
ly raised, was the first thing that arrested the 
departure of the multitude, when those who 
glanced their eyes back, saw Sylvan, the great 
ouran-outang, produce himself in the lists, to 
their surprise and astonishment. The women, 
and many of the men who were present, unac- 
customed to the ghastly look and savage appear- 
ance of a creature so extraordinary, raisdd a yell 
of terror so loud, that it discomposed the animal 
who was the occasion of its being raised. Syl- 
van, in the course of the night, having escaped 
over the garden-wall of Agelastes, and clambered 
over the rampart of the city, found no difficulty in 
hiding himself in the lists which were in the act 
of being raised, having found a lurking-place in 
some dark comer under the seats of the spectar 
tors. . From this he was probably dislodged by 
the tumult of the dispersing multitude, and had 
been compelled, therefore, to make an appear- 
ance in public when he least desired it, not un- 
like that of the celebrated FuliccineUoj at the 
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eviefaisiaB of his own diazna^ when lie ent^a in 
mortal strife witb the foul fiend himself, a scena. 
which ficarcseiy excites more terror among the 
jmBenile audience, than did thennexpected appar 
ntion of Sylvan among the spectators of the 
dneL. Bows were bent and jayelins pointed by 
the brarer part of the soldiery, against an ani« 
mal of an appearance so ambiguous, and whom 
his uncommon size and grizzly look caused most 
wdbo beheld him to suppose either the devil him-i 
self, or ..the apparition of some fiendidb deity o£ 
anoient days, whom the heathens worshipped^ 
Sylvan, had so far improved such opportunities 
as had been affi>ided him, as to beeome suffir 
ciently aware that the attitudes assumed by so 
many military men, inferred immediate danger 
to his pefson, from w^ich he hastened to sheltejf 
himself, by flying to the protection of Heneward^ 
with whom he had been in some degree, fiand;* 
Marized. He seized him, accordingly^ by.tbv 
eleak, and, by the absurd and. alasmed look, of 
ys fantastic fcatm«s, and a> oertsdn wild andgibf 
bering chattnr,^idea!nQm»d to exproM his fe«K 
^nd to askprateetton*, l^sreward imdexiytaod(tho 
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tnaified creatupe, and tuming^to the Emperor^ 
fiaemey gaid aloi^ — <^ Poor £rigktened beii^, 
turn tiiy pedtkoi, and gestures, and tones, to a 
quarter whieh, having to»day pardoned so BHuny 
Offences whieh were wilfully and maUciously 
lehemed, will not be, I am sore, obdnrate to^saeh 
fts thou, m thy hatf-reasoning oapaeity, may lunNl 
been oapebte ol eoBimi^ing.^ 
' The- oreatTure^ as is< the natiiare of its tribe^ 
<:anght fitiom Hereward hiMself the mode of ap<- 
Jplying with most effeet his gestuises and pitiable 
(Application, while the Emperor, netwi&stand- 
ing the serious scene which had just post, coidd 
not help hrtighiiig at the toneh of comedy flung 
into it by tins last incident. 

" My trusty Hereward," — he said aside, " (I 
^rillnot again call him Edward if I can help it) — 
thou art the refage of the <fistresBed, whether it be 
man or beast, and nothing that sues disoagh thy 
intercesfiion, while thoa remainest in our ^erviee,^ 
shall find ils suppBcation in vaku Do Aoa, 
good Hereward," for the name was now pretty 
wdl established in has Imperial menofy, *^ and 
mieb of (by cenpamoiDS as know di^ihafails of tlkt 
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cwatiiie, Ie«I Jum fcacfc to Jiis oU quartew in the 
Bhcquenud; and that done, my fijend, obsenre 
Aat we request thy company, and that of thy 
f^OM mate Bertha, to partake sapper at onr 
court, with our wife and daughter, and such of 
o«r servante and alUes as we shaU request to 
M«re the same honour. Be assured, that while 

thou remainest with us, there is no point of dig. 
mty which shaU not be willingly paid to thee— 
And do thou approa^l, AchiUes Tatius, as much 
fiivoured by Haas Emperor as before this day 
^wned. What charges are against thee bay© 
been only wluspered in a friendly ear, wiich 

^fend'rr-" "**' "^^ ^^^'^ Heaven 

hebne mmg ed with the mane of his fiery horse, 
butbelduw^esttoforbear any answer in'word^' 
eavmg hs crmie and his panJon to stand upcm 
those genend terms in which the Emperor had 
^^ressed them. 
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interruption arrest tiieir march. Sylvan, accom« 
panied by one or two Varangians, who led him 
in a sort of captivity, took his way to the vaults 
of the Blacquernal, which were in hd his pro* 
per habitation. 

Upon the road to the city, Harpax, the noto- 
rious corporal of tiie Immortal Guards, held a 
discourse witii one or two of his own soldiers^ 
and of the citizens who had been members of 
the late conspiracy. 

<^ 8oy said Stephanos, tiie prize-fighter, *< a 
fine a&ir we have made of it, to suffer ourselves 
to be all anticipated and betrayed by a iMch* 
skulled Varangian ; every chance turning against 
us as they would against Corydon, tiie shoe- 
maker, if he were to defy me to tiie circus. 
'Ursel, whose death made so much work,' turns 
out not to be dead after all; and, what is worse, 
he lives not to our advantage. This fellow Here- 
ward, who was yesterday no better than myself 
— What do I say ? — ^better ! — he was a great 
deal worse — an insignificant nobody, in every 
respect ! — ^is now crammed with honours, praises^ 
and gifbs, till he wellnigh returns what tiiey 
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liftFe given hia^ asd the Cmmt and tiie Aoelyte^ 
fV aflBOcktes, Iiave kwt the Empecor's lore and 
^gnfideiice, and if tkey axe fni^ered to survHrc^ 
k mist be like the tune domestic pouUiy» wliMib 
we pamper with food one day, that upon the 
next their nedcs may be twisted for spit or pot." 
»Stepihaaoa»'' replied the ceatarion, << thy form 
ni body fits thee well for the Palnstra^ Ibat thy 
aund is not so acutely finrmed as to detect iimk 
which is real from that which js (mly probaUe/in 
di^ political world, of which thoa art now judg- 
ing. Considering the risk incurred by leading a 
nan's ear to a 04Hispisacy, thou cnigbtest to re<d[Qa 
k a saving in every particular, where he escape* 
wilih his life-and character safe. This has faesn 
die case with AehiUea Tatius^ and widi ihe 
Cnaar. They .have remaued ako in their high 
places of trust and power, and may be confident 
that the Emperor will hardly dare to remove 
(hem at a future period, since the possessimi of 
Ihe full kaswledge of their guilt lias not embot 
doned Umto do so. Their pewery tkis left 
with them^ is in £iet ours ; nor is there « curcoas* 
«*Mce to be siqpposed^ wUeh can induce themte 
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bdtmy their confederates to die ^aremment. It 
ler mucli mom ^ely that they will remembet 
them with the probability of renewing, at a fi^ 
ter time, ike alliance which binds them together; 
Cheer up thy noble resolution, therefore, my 
Prince Of the Circus, and think that thou shalt 
alill retain that predominant influence which the 
feToufites of the ampfaidieatre are sure to postesH 
over tiiecitisEens of Constantinoplft/' 

<^ I cannot tell,'' answered BtephanoB ; ^< but 
it gnaws at my heart like the worm that dieth 
not, to ^ee this beggarly foreigner betray the 
noblest blood in the land, not to mentiDn tlie 
beAt athlete in the ^Palaestra, and mo?e off not 
9nly widioat punisfam^it for his tremohery, but 
with praise, hcmour, aftd preferment" 
' ^< True," eaid Harpasr; <* but observe, my 
fiiend, that lie does move off to purpose. He 
leaves, the land, qiuts the eorpain which he might 
claim preferment and a few vain honours, being 
rakned at what su^di trifles amount 'to. Her^ 
ward, in die crane of one or tm days, shall be 
Jitlle better than a dkbancbd soldier, aufasisti]^ 
Iqr.die poor bread ysAisk he ean ebtein as .a 
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follower of this beggarly Count, or whteli he 
18 rather bound to dispute with the infidel, by 
encountering with his battle-axe the Turkish 
sabres. What will it avail him amidst the dis« 
asters, the slaughter, and the £Eunine of Pales- 
tine, that he once upon a time was admitted to 
supper with the Emperor ? We know Alexius 
Comnenus — he is willing to discharge, at the 
highest cost, such obligations as are incurred to 
men like this Hereward ; and, believe me, I 
think that I see the wily despot shrug his shonl* 
ders in derision, when one morning he is saluted 
with the news of a battle in Palestine lost by 
ihe crusaders, in which his old acquaintance has 
fidlen a dead man. I will not insult thee, by 
telling thee how easy it might be to acquire the 
favour of a gentlewoman in waiting upon a lady 
of quality; nor do I think it would be difficult, 
should that be the object of the prize-fighter, 
to acquire the property of a large baboon like 
Sylvan, which no doubt would set up as a 
juggler any Frank who had meanness of spirit 
to propose to gain his bread in such a capacity, 
from the alms of the starving chivalry of Europe. 
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Bat he who can stoop to envy the lot of such a 
person, ought not to be one whose chief personal 
distinctions are sufficient to place him first in rtok 
over all the finrourites of the amphitheatre/' 
< There was something in this sophistical kind 
of reasoning, which was but half satisfactory to 
the obtuse intellect of the prize-fighter, to whom 
it was addressed, although the only answer which 
he attempted wascouched in this observation: — 

^< Ay, but, noble centurion, you forget that, 
besides empty honours, it was proposed that this 
Varangian Hereward, or Edward, whichever is 
his name, is promised a mighty donative of 
gold/' 

<< Marry, you touch me tiiere," said the cen- 
turion ; ^^ and when you tell me that the pro* 
mise is fiilfilled, I will willingly agree that the 
Anglo-Saxon hath gained something to be en-^ 
vied for ; but while it remains in the shape of a 
naked promise, you shall pardon me, my worthy 
Stephanos, if I hold it of no more account than 
the mere pledges which are distributed among 
ourselves as well as to the Varangians, promi- 
ttng upon future occasions mints of money, 

VOL. III. I 
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wUcb we are likelj to reoem at tke aama dmt 
vilh the last year's snow. Keep iq^yoar haact, 
tiwrrfore, noble Stephanosy and bdieve notHuift 
your affiiirs are worse for the nisearriage of this 
day; and let not thy gallant fsoange sink, but, 
ftm^nbering those principles upon which it was. 
ealled into action, belieye that thy objects are 
moik the less secure because £eite has renu>Ted 
their acquiution to a more di^ant day.'' The 
reteran and unbending conspijator, Harpax^ thus 
itvengthened for some future renewal of thdbr 
enterprise the £Edling spirits of Stephanos. 
. After this, such leaders as were included in 
the invitation given by the Emperor, repsdred tO( 
4he evening meal, and, firom the general content 
aftd complaisance expressed by Alexius and his 
guests of every ^description, it could little have 
been supposed that the day just passed over was 
one which had inftrred a purpose so dan|;eioiis 
and treacherous. 

The absence of the Countess Breniiilda, dn* 
ring this eventful day, created no small surpriss 
to the Emperor and those in his immediate cqa» 
^ence^ wiio knew her enterprising q^irit, and 
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(Ae lateBest she miist b»re fieitim the issue of tbe 
^tmBkmJL Bertlui kadi made an early eommmiiet^ 
iiom to tbe Count, thai hia lady, i^tated with tbe 
many anxieties of the few preceding days^ was 
taable to leave her apartment. The ydiant 
hoi^htf therefore, lost no time in acquainting 
]kis faitlif ul Countess of his safety ; and afkerwards 
joining those who partook of the banquet art th^ 
palace, he bore himself as if the least recollectioii 
dttd not remain on his mind of the perfidious eo&« 
dnet of the Emperor at the conclusion of the last 
esitertainment. He Imew, in truth, that the 
kaights of Pr inee Tancred not only maintained 
a strict watch round the house where Brenhilda 
iieBiained. but also, that they preserved a severe 
ward in the neighboui;hood of the Blacquemai» 
as well £»r the safety of their heroic leader, as 
far that of Count Robert^ the respected compa- 
jiida of their military pilgriinage. 

It was the general principle of the European 
diivalry, that distrust was rarely permitted to sur-^ 
vive open quarrels, and that whatever was for«^ 
giren, was dismissed from their reooUecticm, as^ 
imUbely to recur ; but on the present occasioa 
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there was a more than usual assemblage of trbop^ 
nrhich the occorrenoes of the day had drawn to* 
gether, so that the crusaders were called upon to 
be particularly watchfuL 

It may be believed that the evening passed 
over without any attempt to renew the ceremo* 
nial in the council chamber of the Lions, which 
had been upon a former occasion terminated in 
such misunderstanding. Indeed, it would have 
been lucky, if the explanation between the 
mighty Emperor of Greece and the chivalrous 
Knight of Paris, liad taken place earlier. For 
reflection on what had passed, had convinced the 
Emperor that the Franks were not a people to 
be imposed upon by pieces of clockwork, and 
similar trifles, and what they did not imderstand, 
was sure, instead of procuring their awe or ad- 
miration, to excite their anger and defiance; nor 
had it altogether escaped Count Robert, that 
the manners of the eastern people were upon a 
different scale from those to which he had beeur 
accustomed;^ that they neither were so deeply 
affected by the spirit of chivalry, nor, in his own 
language, was the worship of the Lady of the 
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Broken Lances so congenial a subject of adora* 
tion* This notwithstanding, Count Robert ob» 
served, that Alexius Comnenus was a wise and 
politic prince; his wisdom perhaps too much 
allied to cunning, but yet aiding him to maintain 
with great address that empire oyer the minds of 
his subjects, which was necessary for their good, 
and for maintaining his own authority. He 
therefore resolved to receive with equanimity 
ivhatever should be olTered by the Emperor, 
l^ither in civility or in the way of jest, and not 
again to disturb an understanding which might 
be of advantage to Christendom, by a quarrel 
founded upon misconception of terms or misap* 
prehension of manners. To this prudent reso* 
lution the Count of Paris adhered during the 
whole evenifig; with some difficulty, however, 
^ce it was somewhat inconsistent with his own 
^ery and inquisitive temper, which was equally 
desirous to know the precise amount of whatever 
was addressed to him, and to take mnbrage at it, 
•should it appear in the least degree offensive, 
'Whether so intended or not. 
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CHAPTER X. 

It was viot until after tke conquest of Jenr* 
telem that Count Robert of Paris returned to 
Constantinopk, and, with his wife, and stteh pnn 
{)Ottkm of his followers as the sword and pesti- 
leneehad left after that bloody warfare, resumed 
Ids coarse to his native kingdom. Upon reaching 
Italy, the first care cf th^ noble Count and 
Ooantess, was to celebrate in princely style the 
marriage of Hereward and his faithful Bertha^ 
who had added to their other cldms upon tbeir 
vmster and mistress, those acquired by Here-* 
ward's faithful services in Palestine, and no less 
hy Bertha's affectionate ministry to her lady im 
yCoBstaatinople. 

t As to the fate of Alexius Conmenus, it nmf 
be read at large in Ae history of hi» daughter 
Anna, who has represented him as the hero of 
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toany a rictory, aciii^ved, says tbie purple*bbni) 
in the third chapter and fifteenth book of her hish* 
tory, sometimes by his arms and sometimes by 
his prudence. ^' His boldness alone has gained 
some battles^ at other times his success has been 
Jf^oti by stratagem. He has erected the most 
illustrions of his trophies by confronting danger^ 
by combating like a simple soldier, and throwing 
himself bareheaded into the thickest of the foe* 
'fint there are others/' continues the accom^ 
)>I]shed lady, ^^ which he gained an opportunitjr 
^)f erecting by assuming the appearance of tex<^ 
Itor, and eren of retreat. In a word, he knew 
alike how to triumph either in flight or in pir^ 
«uit, and remained npright even before those 
-enemies who appeared to have struck him down'; 
resembling the military implement termed tht 
caithrop, which remains always npright in whi^ 
-erei &eedoa it is thrown on the ground.'* 

It would be unjust to deprire the Princess dP 
4lie defence she herself makes against the obvkne 
* eh^ge of partiality. 

^ I must still once more repel die reproadi 
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which 8ome bring against me, as if my history 
WBS composed merely according to. the dictates 
of the natural loye for parents which is engraved 
in the hearts of children. In truth, it is not 
the effect of that affection which I bear to mine, 
but it is the evidence of matter of >&ct, which 
obliges me to speak as I have done. Is it not 
possible that one can have at the same time an 
affection for the memory of a father and for 
truth? For myself, I have never directed my 
attempt to write history, otherwise than for the 
ascertainment of the matter of fact With this 
purpose, I have taken for my subject the history 
of a worthy man. Is it just, that, by the single 
accident of his being the author of my birth, 
his quality of my father ought to form a preju<» 
dice against me, which would ruin my credit with 
4ny readers ? I have given, upon other occasions, 
prooft sufficiently strong of the ardour which I 
''had for the defence of my father's interests, which 
.those that know me can never doubt; but, on 
the present, I have been limited by the invio- 
Jable fidelity with which I respect the truth. 
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vAdch I should have felt conscience to have 
veiled, under pretence of serving the renown of 
my father." — Ibidemy chap. iiL book xy. 

This much we have deemed it our duty to 
quote, in justice to the &ir historian ; we will 
extract also her description of the Emperor's 
death, and are not unwilling to allow, that the 
character assigned to the Princess by our own 
Gibbon, has in it a great deal of fairness and of 
truth. 

« 

Notwithstanding her repeated protests of sa* 
crificing rather to the exact and absolute truth, 
than to the memory of her deceased parent. 
Gibbon remarks truly, that ^* instead of the 
simplicity of style and narrative which wins a 
belief, an elaborate affectation of rhetoric and 
science betrays in every page the vanity of a 
female author. The genuine character of Alexius 
is lost in a vague constellation of virtues ; and 
the perpetual strain of panegyric and apology, 
awakens our jealousy to question the veracity of 
jthe historian and the merit of the hero* We 
cannot, however, refuse her j udicious and im<» 
portant remark, that the disorders of the times 

i2 



toft • t^vwt BOBKBT OF Tyuxau 

trere tibe misfortuiM and die gloiy of Alexzin^ 
Mid that ev^eiy calamity which can afiElict a €b# 
dining empire, was acomaulated on hisxeign bjr 
the jnBtioe of Heivren and the vices of his pre- 
decessors.'* — Gibbon's Bmnan Empire, yoL ix^ 
page 83> fool>-note. 

The Princess accordingly feek the utmoil 
assurance, diat a number of signs which vppeved 
IB heaven and on earth, were interpreted hyik/t 
soothsayers of the day as foreboding the detA 
«f the Emperor. By diese means, Anna Com- 
jwna assigned to her fitther these indbatians of 
Mnsequence, which ancient histonans ireinreseBt 
as necessary infimations of the sympathy of 
mataie with the removal of great characters from 
lihe WOTld ; but she fails not to inform the Chrisr 
tian reader, that her father's b^ef attached to 
none of these prognostics, and that even cm 1^ 
Allowing remarkable occasion lie maintained has 
incredulity : — A splendid statue, supposed ge»e«» 
ndly to be a relic of paganism, holdii^ in its 
liand a golden sceptre, and standing upon <a 
4iase of :porphyry, waa overturned by a tempest^ 
aoid was generally believed to be an intimar 
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erer, he gemerously repelled. Phidias, he md^ 
and other great sculptors of antiquity^ had the 
talent of imitating the human frame with swr* 
prising accuracy ; but to suppose that the poweff 
of foretelling future events was reposed in these 
masterpieces of art, would be to ascribe to their 
makers the faculties reserved by the Deity Um 
himself, when he says, '^ It is I who kill and 
make alive." During his latter days, the £mpe^ 
rmr was greatly afflicted with the gout, the nature 
of which has exercised the wit of many persona 
of science as weU as of Anna Comnena. The 
pooor patient was so much exhausted, that wImd 
the Empress was talking of most eloquent peraens 
who should assist in the composition of his lii9-» 
tory, he said, with a natural contempt of sudi 
vanities, ^^ The passages of my unhappy life eaU 
ra&er for tears and lamentation than for the 
praises you speak of." 

A q>ecies of asthma hating come to the as^ 
sictance: of the gout, the remedies of the physi- 
cians became as vain as the intercession of the 
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monks and clergy, as well as die ahns whicli iv«re 
indiscriminate^ larished. Two or three deep 
snccessive swoons gave ominous warning of the 
approaching blow ; and at length was termina- 
ted the reign and life of Alexius Comnenus, a 
prince who, with all the faults which may be 
imputed to him, still possesses a real right, from 
the purity of his general intentions, to be ac- 
counted one of the best sovereigns of the Lower 
Empire. 

For some time, die historian forgot her pride 
of literacy rank, and, like an ordinary person, 
burst into teiirs and shrieks, tore her hair, and 
de&ced her countenance, while the Empress 
Irene cast from her her princely habits, cut off 
her hair, changed her purple buskins for black 
mourning shoes, and her daughter Mary, who 
had herself been a widow, took a black robe 
from one of her own wardrobes, and presented 
it to her mother. ^^ Even in the moment when 
she put it on," says Anna Comnena, ^^ the Em- 
peror gave up the ghost, and in that moment 
the sun of my life set." 
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"-' We shall not pursue her lamentations fiurther. 
She upbraids herself that, after the death of her 
father, that light of the worjd, she had also sur- 
vived Irene, the delight alike of the east and of 
the west, and survived her husband also. ^< I am 
•indignant," she said, <' diat my soul, suffering 
imder such torrents of misfortune, should still 
deign to animate my body. Have I not," said 
Bhe, ^^ been more hard and unfeeling than the 
rocks themselves; and is it not just that one, 
who could survive such a &ther and mother, 
and such a husband, should be subjected to the 
influence of so much calamity ? But let me 
finish this history, rather than any longer &tigue 
my readers with my unavailing and tragical la- 
anentation." 

Having thus concluded her history, she adds 
the following two lines : — 

" The learned Comnena lays lier pen aside, 
What time lier subject and her &ther died.'* 

These quotations will probably give the read- 
ers as much as they wish to know of the real 
character of this Imperial historian. Fewer 
words will suffice to dispose of the other parties 
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who haye been selected frrat her pege0» as per** 
BOSS in Ike feregw^ drama* 



Thore is verj little doubt tiuit like Cmnt Bo« 
bevt of Paris, wbose aadacity in seating himself 
iqMn the tbnme of the Emperor gires a pec»t 
Kar interest to his cliamoter, im in fiurt a peraoi 
of the highest mak ; being no other, as has been 
oonjectared by Ike learned Dn Gauge, than aa 
ancestor of the hoose of B(mrbon, which has so 
long given kings to France. He was a sttceessor» 
it has been conceived, of the Connts of Paaiib 
by whom the dty was valiantly defended i^aiast 
the Normans, and an ancestor of Hugh Capel^ 
There are several hypotheses upon this snhf ect, 
deriving the well-known Hugh Capet, first fmm 
the family of Saxony; secondly, from St Ar- 
noul, afterwards Bishop of Altex; third, from 

s 

Nabilong; fourth, from the Dake (tf Barana; and, 
fiftli, from a natural son of the Emperor Chas^ 
lemagne. Variously placed, but in each of tkeso 
contested pedigrees, appeais this Rob^t» 
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lUBned die Strong^ who was Coimt ^f tiuitdiBtrio^ 
<xf whicii Paris was the capital, most pecufiarlj 
styled the Cout^ty, or Isle of France. Anna 
Comnena, who has recorded the bold usurpatkm 
xiS the Emperor's seat by this haughty chieftain, 
1ms also acquainted ns with his receiving a se* 
Vere, if not a mortal wound, at the battle of 
Dorylseum, owing to his neglecting the waiv 
like instructions with which her &ther had £»* 
^anred him on the subjectof the Turkish wais. 
The a&tiquaiy who is dii^Kned to inyestigate 
this snbjeet, may consult the late Lord AA* 
bun^am^s elaborate Geneal<^ of the Royal 
HfiFme of France ; also % note of Du Catpge -s 091 
the Princess's history, p. -362, arguing lor tiie 
identic of her ^ Rob^t of Paris, a haughty 
barbarian," with the ^ Robert called the Strong,^' 
mentioned as an ancestor of Hugh Capet. G3b-> 
*bQii, vol. xi, p. b% w&Y also be consulted. The 
'French antiquary and the English hii^orian seen 
4tlike disposed to find the church, called in the 
4ale that of the Lady of the Broken Lances, % 
tJutt dedicated to St Drusas, or .Dr<»in of Loiiik 
moR^ who was supposed to haye peculiftr inin^ 
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ence <m the issue of combats^ and to be in the 
habit of determining them in fetvour of such 
champions as spent the night preceding at his 
shrine. 

In consideration of the sex of one of the par- 
ties concerned) the author has selected our Lady 
of the Broken Lances, as a more appropriate 
4>atroness than St Drusas himself, for the Ama- 
jsons, who were not uncommon in that age. 
Gsdta, for example, the wife of Robert Guiscard, 
a redoubted hero, and the parent of a most heroic 
jace of sons, was herself an Amazon, fought in 
the foremost ranks of the Normans, and is re- 
peatedly commemorated by our Imperial histo- 
nan, Anna Comnena. 

The reader can easily conceive to himself diat 
Robert of Paris distinguished himself among 
Jiis brethren-at*arms and fellow-crusaders. His 
lame resounded from the walls of Ailtioch ; but, 
at the battle of Dorylseum^ he was so despe- 
rately wounded, as to be disabled from taking a 
part in the grandest scene of the expedition. 
JBs heroic Countess, however, enjoyed the great 
-satisfaction of mounting the walls of Jerusalem, 
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mid in 80 far discharging her own vows and those 
of her husband. This was the more fortunate, as 
the sentence of the physicians pronounced that 
the wounds of the Count had been inflicted by 
a poisoned weapon, and that complete recovery- 
was only to be hoped for by having recourse to 
his native air. After some time spent in the 
vain hope of averting by patience this unplea- 
sant alternative. Count Robert subjected h^*- 
self to necessity, or what was represented as 
such, and, with his wife and the faithful Here* 
ward, and all others of his followers who had 
been like himself disabled from combat, took the 
way to Euil^pe by sea. 

A light galley, procured at a high rate, con- 
ducted them safely to Venice, and from that 
then glorious city, the moderate portion of spoil 
which had, fallen to the Count's share among the 
conquerors of Pa}estine, served to convey them 
to his own dominions, which, more fortunate 
than those of most of his feUow pilgfrims, had 
been left uninjured by their neighbours during 
the time of their proprietor's absence on the 
Crusade. The report that the Count had lost 



Mb Health, and tlie power of eontinmng hisi lio^ 
mage to the Lady of the Broken Lances, brought 
apon him die hostiUties of one or two zmYAiiiaaEi 
or enyious neighbours, whose covetonsness was,: 
however, sufficiently repressed by lite brare ren 
sistanee of the Countess and die resolute Here* 
Ward. Less than a twelvemonth was reqid- 
red to restore the Connt of Paris to his fiili 
health, and to render him, as formerly, the as-* 
aured protector of his own vassals, and the suIm 
ject in whom the poss^sors of die French throtUQ 
Imposed the utmost confidence* This latter 
pacity enabled Count Robert to discharge 
debt towards Hereward in a manner as ample a* 
ht could have hoped or expected* Being now 
respected alike for his. wisdom and his sagaeityi 
as much as he always was for his intrepidity and 
his character as a successful crusader, he mm 
repeatedly employed by die court of France ia 
a^ing tbe troublesome and intricate afGurs ia 
uridch die Norman possessions of die EngUak 
ptawn imrolved the rival nations. William Ror 
ini was not insensible to his merit, nor Uind (# 
Am ne^ortenoe of gaining hJf good will; and 
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finding out his anxiety that Hereward should be 
restored to the land of his Others, he took, or 
made an opportunity, by the forfeiture of some 
rebellious noble, of conferring upon our Varan- 
gian a large district adjacent to the New Fo- 
rest, being part of the scenes which his father 
chiefly frequented, and where, it is said, the 
descendants of the valiant squire and his Bertha 
have subsisted for many a long year, surviving 
turns of time and chance, which are in general 
fatal to the continuance of more distinguished 
families. . 
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As I Btood by yon rooflen tower, 

Where ihe Wft*flower acents tlie dewy air. 
Where the howkt moumi in her ivy bower. 

And teDs the midnight moon her care ; 
The winda were laid, the air waa atiD, 

The stars they shot along the aky ; 
The fox was howling on the hill, - 

And the distant echoing glens reply. 

Robert Buens. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Hoiti hxwe beeu known at that dz«ad Mimd «d> yitld» 

And, Douglas dead, liis name liatli won the field. 

JoBN HoMx. 

I V was at the dose et an early sprii^ day^ when 
nature, in a cold province of Scotland, was re* 
viving from her winter's sleep, and the air at 
least, though not the vegetation, gave promise 
.of an abatement of the rigour of the season, thai: 
two travellers, whose appearance at that eariy 
pmod sufficiently announced their wandering 
d»racter, wHch, in general, secured a free pa«. 
«age even through a dangerous oountry, were 
Been coming from the south-westward, within a 
few miles of die Castle of Dou^la% and seemed 
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to be holding their course in the direction of the 
river of that name, whose dale afforded a species 
ofapproachtothatmemorablefeudal fortress. The 
stream, small in comparison to the extent of its 
&me» served as a kind of drain to &e country in its 
neighbourhood, and at the same time afforded the 
means of a rough road to the castle and village. 
The high lords to whom the castle had for ages 
belonged, might, had they chosen, have made 
this access a great deal smoother and more con- 
venient; but there had been as yet little or no 
exercise for those geniuses, who have taught all 
the world that it is better to take the more cir- 
cuitous road round the base of a hill, than the 
direct course of ascending it on the one side, and 
descending it 'directly on the other, without 
yielding a single step to render the passage more 
easy to the traveller ; still less were those mys« 
teries dreamed of, which M^Adam has of late days 
expounded But, indeed, to what purpose should 
the ancient Douglasses have employed his prin<; 
ciples, even if they had known them in ever so 
much perfection ? Wheel-carriages, except of 
the most clumsy description, and for tiie most 



Aofiie opentioiis 4af sgricnltiirey were totaIl|p 
mknown. lEven tke most ddieate £eiinife iiad la/b 
RswcroeaftVBaliOTse, or, in ease of sore infirmitj^ 
a UtbeT^ llie men nsed their own sturdy limfae^ 
br Imrdy horses, to tnuBsport Aemselres from 
flaoe to place ; and tranrdleis, females in^parta^ 
edbir, experienced no 4Bniall inconvenience inmt 
tdie nigged nature of tlie coantrjr. A as^lien 
terrent sometiaws crossed thdir path, and oom^ 
pelled them to wait andl the watens hid abated 
their irency* The bank of a snmll river wsi 
acessionally torn away by tibe effects of a diundei^ 
UoriB, a recent inundation, or the like cctnvnh* 
sions of nature ; and the waiyfaf er rdied upon 
his knowledge of die distnct, or obtMnod the 
Jbest hmd infomation in his power, how to direct 
is path 00 48 to smmount sudi antoward ob<l- 



The Doag^ isnies team an anyhit heatro -df 
aMnnteiBS. which bounds the valley to the soidh»> 
west, from whose ooasriribiitions, and the aid of 
sudden atcraasi it receives iti sesniy eoppUes* 
The general aspect of the country is tfatt^tht 
pastoand hiUs of the south of SpeMan^ /qnafatgi 

VOL. III. K 
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118 is usual, bleak and wild farms, many of wliicli 
liad, at no great length of time from the date of 
the story, been covered with trees ; as some of 
Ihem still attest by bearing the name of shaWf 
that is, wild natural wood. The neighbourhood 
•pf the Douglas water itself was flat land, capable 
iof bearing strong crops of oats and rye, supply* 
ing the inhabitants with what they required of 
•these productions. At no great distance from 
the edge of the river, a few special spots except- 
^ tlie soil capable of agriculture was more and 
'more mixed with the pastoral and woodland 
'oountry, till both terminated in desolate and 
fmrtly inaccessible moorlands. 
' Above all, it was war-time, and of necessity 
nil circumstances of mere convenience were ob^ 
^ed to give way to a paramount sense of dan"* 
ger ; the inhabitants, therefore, instead of trying 
to amend the paths which connected them with 
-other districts, were thankful that the natund 
^difficulties which surrounded them rendered it 
-unnecessary to break np or to' fortify the access 
-horn other more open coimtries. Their wants, 
vnth a very few exceptions, were completely 
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supplied, as we have already said, by the rude 
and scanty produce of their own mountaiiis and 
hohnSf* the last of which served for the exercise 
of their limited agriculture, while the better part 
of the mountains and forest glens produced pas-* 
ture for their herds and flocks. The recesses of 
the unexplored depths of these silvan retreats 
being seldom disturbed, especially since the 
lords of the district had laid aside, during this 
time of strife, their constant occupation of hunt- 
ing, the various kinds of game had increased 
of late very considerably ; so that not only in 
crossing the rougher parts of the hilly and deso- 
late country we are describing, different varie- 
ties of deer were occasionally seen, but even the 
wild cattle peculiar to Scotland sometimes show«^ 
ed themselves, and other animals, which indica-' 
ted the irregular and disordered state of the 
period. The wild cat was frequently surprised 
in the dark ravines or the swampy thickets ; and 



* Hohn, or flat pluns, by the sides of the brooks and metty 
termed in the soutli, Inga, 
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Ihe wd^ alreadjr a ftattger to die more pi^uioM 
d&rtriets of Ihe Lwtkiaiit, here ^maintednedL Ida 
ground agaimt die encroachmeatB of man, 
wd WM sdll UiMself a terror to tkese hy whom 
he WM finiilt^ to be extirpated, la irmter 
eapeeially^ and winter was hardly yet past, tboBe 
lavage «iw«fl<« w'eie wiont to he driTen to eztie- 
auty £of lack of £9od, and uaed to firequest, is 
dangeroot aumbers, the battle-field, the deserted 
sharehyard— nay, soaietimes the abodes of Ihiag 
wen, there to watdi for diiidren, tbeir defence-o: 
kss prey, with as aiach fEuniliarity as the fosD 
Bow-a-days will renture to prowl near the nus-^ 
tress's* poaltry*-yanL 

Trom what we have said, our reademi, if they 
have made — as who in these days has not — der 
ScottttSx tour, will be able to form a telerabiy 
just idea of the wilder and upper part of Dou- 
glas Dale, dnring the earlier period of the four** 
teenth century. The setting sun cast his gleama 



* The good dame, or wife of a MspectaUe farmer, is idxnost 
tuireraally thiu dedgnated in Scotland. 
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aIo«p m m«ofknd eouHtvy, idiidi to the west^ 
ward broke into korger sweUa, terminfttijig SA 
tbe mountains ealkd ike Larger and Lester 
Ciairntable. Tbe first of tbese 1% as it were, the 
fiklher of idle hills in the neighbourhood^ die 
source of an hundred streams, and by far 1^ 
largest of the ridge, still holding in his dark bo* 
som, and in the ravines with which his sides are 
ploughed, considerable remnants of those an- 
dent forests with which all the high grounds of 
ibat quairter were once covered,, and particularly 
the hills, in which the rivers — ^both those whidi 
run to the east, and those which seek the tueit 
to discharge themselves mto the S<dway*~hide^ 
ISte so many hermits, their original and scanty 
soorees* 

The tancbcape waa still illuminated by the reu 
flection of the evensag sun, sometiBiies thrown 
baek from pool ov s&eBmot; sometimes resting oa 
grey rocks,^ huge cumberers of the soil^ whidi 
labour and agriculture havte since removed, and 
sometimes contenting itsetf with gildkig the 
banks of the stream, tmged alternately grey^ 
green, or ruddy, as the ground itself eonsisted e€ 
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rock, or grassy turf, or bare earthen mound, or 
jooked at a distance like a rampart of dark red por- 
phyry. Occasionally, too, tke eye rested on the 
9teep brown extent of moorland, as the sunbeam 
glanced back from the little tarn or mountain 
pool, whose lustre, like that of the eye in the 
human countenance, gives a life and vivacity to 
every feature around. 

The elder and stouter of the two travellers 
Vhom we have mentioned, was a person well, 
and even showily dressed, according to the finery 
of the times, and bore at his back, as wandering 
minstrels were wont, a case, containing a small 
harp, rote, or viol, or some such species of mur- 
sical instrument for accompanying the voice* 
The leathern case announced so much, aItbo>ligh 
U proclaimed not the exact nature of the instru- 
ment. The colour of the traveller's doublet was 
blue, that of his trowsers or pantaloons violet, 
with slashes which showed a lining of the same 
colour with the jerkin. A mantle ought, accord- 
ing to ordinary custom, to have covered this dress, 
but the heat of the sun, though the season was 
4o early, had induced the wearer to fold up his 
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cloak in small compass, and form it into a bun* 
file, attached to the shoulders like the militarjr 
great*coat of the infemtry soldier of the present 
day. The neatness with wMch it was made up, 
argued the precision of a practised traveller, who 
Lad been long accustomed to every resource 
. which change of weather required. A great pro- 
fusion of narrow ribands or points, constituting 
the loops with which our ancestors connected 
their doublet and trowsers, formed a. kind of cor«* 
don, composed of knots of blue or violet, which 
surromided the traveller's person, and thus as- 
similated in colour with the two garments which 
it was the office of these strings to combine. 
The bonnet usually worn with this showy dress, 
was of that kind with which Henry the Eighth 
.and his son, Edward the Sixth, are usually 
represented* It was more fitted, from the 
gay stuff of which it was composed, to appear 
in a public place, than to encounter a storm of 
rain. It was party-coloured, being made of dif- 
ferent stripes of blue and violet; and the wearer 
arrogated a certain degree of gentility to himself, 
by wearing a plume of considerable dimensions 
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•f tbe same Hvmitke' eoloitzs. The iintocea dret 
w^hick thia feather dtooped were in not dig^e 
semarkaUe fev pecaliaxity of expremoa. Ye^ 
tt so desolttte a covAtKy as the west ef Scotlaa^' 
it wbuld not hs^e been easy to pass t]ie ntazK 
without niare minute attemdon ijum he wonU 
have met with, where there was moffftin &e cho* 
xacter of the seenerj to aarrest die gaze «f tine 



• A quick eye, a sociable loek^ seeming to say^ 
^ Ay, look at me,. I am a man wordi ni^iag^ 
and not unwoiHihy your attention^" carried witjb 
it, nevertheless, an intespretatioA whidi might 
be thought £ivQurable or otherwise^ according to 
the charactar <^ th£ person whom, tke traveller 
met A knigkt or soldier wouM merdy hare 
thougbt that he had met a merry f«llow, wImi 
could sing a wild soz^, or tell a wild tale^ and 
help to empty a flagon with all the accompliak* 
ments necessary for a boon companion at an 
hostelry, except periiaps an. alacrity at defraying 
his share of the reckoning* A churdiman, oft 
the other hand, might have thought he of the bluit 
and violet was of too loose habits, and a<:custooiir 
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ect too little to limit lunwelf wiMn the boundah 
ries of beseeming mirtli, to be fit society for one 
of biB sacred calling. Yet the Man of Song" had 
a certain steaifiness of coontenance, which seem- 
ed fitted to hold place in scenes of serious busi* 
ness, a» well bb of gayety. A way&ring passen^ 
ger of wealthy not at that time a num^rons class^ 
mkrht have feared in him a professional robber^ 
r:ne whom opportunity Jve^ likely to con. 
vert into such ; a female might hare been ap* 
prehensive of uncivil treatment; and a youth, 
or timid person, might have thought of mui^ 
der, or such direful doings. Unless privately 
armed, however, the minstrel was ill accoutred 
for any dangerous occupation. His only visible 
weapon was a small crooked sword, like what we 
now call a hanger ; and die state of the times 
would have justified any man, however peacefid 
his intentions, for being so &r armed against the 
perils of the road. If a glance at this man had 
in any respect prejudiced him in the opinion of 
those whom he met on his journey, a look at his 
companion would, so far aa his character could 
be guessed at — ^for he was closely muffled up — 

k2 
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Jutve passed for an apology and warrant for liis 
Msociate. 

The younger traveller was apparently in early 
youth, a soft and gentk boy, whose Selayonic 
.gown, the appropriate dress of the pilgrim, he 
.wore more closely drawn about him than the 
coldness of the weather seemed to authorize or 
recommend* His features, imperfectly seen un- 
4ler the hood of his pilgrim's dress, were prepos- 
sessing in a high degree ; and though he wore a 
walking sword, it seemed rather to be in com- 
pliance with general fashion than from any vio- 
lent purpose that he did so. Th^re were traces 
of sadness upon his brow, and of tears upon, his 
cheeks ; and his weariness was such, as even h» 
.rougher companion seemed to sympathize with, 
while he privately participated also in the sor« 

* 

row which left its traces upon a countenance so 
lovely. They spoke together, and the eldest of 
the two, while he assumed the deferential air 
proper to a man of inferior rank addressing a 
superior, showed, in tone and gesture, some- 
thing that amounted to interest and affection. 
- \* Bertram, my friend," said the younger of 
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the two^ ^^ how far are we still from Doaglas 
Castle ? We have already come farther than the 
thirty miles, which thou didst say was the dis- 
tance from Cammock— -or how didst thou call the 
last hostelry which we left by daybreak ?' 

^^ Cuinnock, my dearest lady — I beg ten 
thousand excuses — my gracious young lord.'* 

'^ Call me Augustine," replied his comrade^. 
<< if ypu mean to speak as is fittest for the 
time." 

" Nay, as for that," said Bertram, ** if your 
ladyship can condescend to lay aside your qua^ 
lity, my own good-breeding is not so firmly 
sewed to me but that I can doff it, and resume 
it again without its losing a stitch ; and since 
your ladyship, to whom I am sworn in obedience, 
is pleased to command that I should treat you . 
as my own son, shame it were to me if I were 
not to show you the affection of a father, more 
especially as I may well swear my great oath, 
that I owe you the duty of such, though well t 
wot it has, in our case, been the lot of the father 
to be maintained by the kindness and liberality^ 
of the son ; for when was it that I hungered or 



llnto^ SDd' tie bbmk stock* of Berhdhp M 
Bot »liave«in7 ^icantEi ?' ' ' ' 

- <^ I woaU hare ib so,'' said tiba yfong ledjjry 
v&ose piigxim'k disesfr was so duipod as. to gmt 
Iier the air of Ihe odier sex; '^ I wouiA have k 
so* W&att use of the oiginiitaiiis of bee^ and 
the oceans of beez, whidx tkey say our domaiBft 
pnodnoet if thereis a hungry heart among our 
mssaiage^ os especially if than, Befitram^ who* 
hast served as the minstrel of our house for anise^ 
ilttn tventy ycars^ shoaldst expexience such a 
feeling?' 

"< Ce]{tas,.]ady;' answeared forfaram, ^< iit woiddl 
he like the catastropha whidt is told of the Bfflion^ 
of Fastanough^ when his last mouse ws» starved 
tad«athiaU.«.«ypan^y;aodifIescap.ti«. 
joacnoy without such a calaaasty, I shall think, 
myself out of reach' of thirst or fiuniae for the: 
whole of my life>" 

. " Thou hast suffered already once or twice by 
these attacks, my poor friend," said the lady^ 

" Ifl iS) Uttbi" answered Bertram^ ^< any t&ing 

^ ' ' I • — 

The table dormant, which stood in a baron's hall, was often so 
d^gnatodl. 
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tbat ] Itewre sd R g g J; and I vea^ nz^ntt&h 1»» 
give tbe* iiicoivtreiiienee of insmg a bvedk&Bt^ 
or m«€tia^ sm untimely dbmer, sO) serious » 
name. Biitdi^ai I haxdly see how jovut ladysbip^ 
ean ^nlave iftik gear much longer. You nmst 
yoonself &eU that t&e plodding along tB^seh^i 
lands, rf iviiicli the Scots give us sueb good 
measure in- their mil^as, is no jesting matter;' 
and as fov Douglas Gasde, why it is nearly 9» 
dastant) as< five niiLes^ not to say any thing of 
what the Scots call a biitoekj which m then* way 
of accounting is at least a mile to boot^"' 

^ The question then is," quoth the lady, heai*- 
ving a sigh, *^ what we are to do when we huT^ 
so far to travel^ and when the castle gales must 
be locked long before we arrive there ?' 

<^ For that I wiU pledge my word,'' answered 
Bertram. " The gates of Douglas, under thoi 
keeping of Sir John de Walton, do not open so 
easily as diose of the buttery hatch at our own 
casde, when it is well oiled; and if your lady- 
ship take my advice, you will turn southward 
Ibo ! and in two days at farthest, we shall be in a; 
land where men'^ wants are provided for, as die 
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1I1I18 proclaim it, with the least possiUe delay^ 
and the secret of this little journey shall never 
be known to living mortal but ourselves, as sure 
as I am sworn minstrel and man of £uth*'' 

*< I thank thee for thy advice, mine honest 
Bertram/' said the lady, ^^ but I cannot profit 
by it* Should thy knowledge of these parts pos- 
sess thee with an acquaintance with any decent 
house, whether it belong to rich or poor, I would 
willingly take quarters there, if I could obtain 
them from this time until to-morrow morning. 
The gates of Douglas Castle will then be open 
to guests of so peaceful an appearance as we 
carry with us, and — and— it will out — we might 
have time to make such applications to our 
toilet as might ensure us a good reception, by ' 

drawing a comb through our locks, or such like 
foppery." 

. " Ah, madam !'' said Bertram, « were not Sir 
John de Walton in question, methinks I should 
venture to reply, that an unwashed brow, an 
unkempt head of llair, and a look far more saucy 
than your ladyship ever wears, or can wear, were . 
the proper disguise to trick out that minstrers 
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boy, whom you wish to represent in the present 
pageant.'' 

" Do you suffer your youthful pupils to be 
indeed so slovenly and so saucy, Bertram ?" an*^ 
swered the lady. ^* I for one will not imitate 
them in that particular ; and whether Sir John 
be now in the Castle of Douglas or not, I will 
treat the soldiers who hold so honourable a charge 
with a washed brow, and a head of hair some- 
what ordered. As for going back without seeing 
a castle which has mingled even with my very 
dreams — -^t a word, Bertram, thou mayst go that 
way, but I will not." 

<^ And if I part with your ladyship on such 
terms," responded the minstrel, <<now your frolic 
is so nearly accomplished, it shall be the foul 
fiend himself, and nothings more comely or less 
dangerous, that shall tear me from your side ; 
and for lodging, there is not far from hence the 
house of one Tom Dickson of Hazelside, one of 
the most honest fellows of the dale, and who, 
although a labouring man, ranked as high as a 
warrior, when I was in this country, as any 
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noble gemAemma tibrt roele in the bond of the 
Doughs/' 

<< He i% then, a soldier?' saidtthe lady;. 

^ "When his country or his^ lord need his 
sword^" replied Bertrami — « andy tar say the 
troth) they are seldom at peace ; but otherwise9 
he is no enemy, save to the wolf which plnndevs 
his. herds." 

^ But forget not, my trusty guidie," replied 
d&e lady, ^' that die blood in our veins is' Eng- 
lishy and eonseipmitdy^ that we are in danger 
from alt who call, themselves foes ta the ruddy 
Cross," 

" Do not fear this man's fiith,'^ answered 
Bertram* '^ Yon may trust to him as to the best 
hnight or gentleman of the land*: We may make 
good, our lodging hy{ a tune or a song*; and it 
may remember you that I undertook (provided 
it pleased your ladysh^) to temporize a liSbtle 
widi the Scots, who, poor souls, love minstrelsy, 
and when they have but a silver penny, will witt- 
ingly bestow i^ to encourage the ffat/' science — 
I promised you, I say, that we should be as 
welcome to them as if we had been born amidst 



dieir own: wild hills; and £»r idie best thai Bitch 
house as Dickson's affbids, Ihe glee^maofs lony 
&ir hAjy shall not breathe a wish in vain. And 
now, will yoa speak yonx mind to jout devoted 
£iend and adopted &ther, or vather yotir visoni 
aervaftt and guide, Bertran the Minstrel^ what 
it is your pleasure to do in tibia mattet ?" 

<< O, we wiU certamlj aceep* of the Seot^s 
hospitality,'* said the kdy, ^ your minstrel word 
being plighted that he is a true man. — Tona 
iPickson, call you him ?* 

** Tes," repEed BextEam^ ^ such is his mune ; 
and by looking on these sheep, I am assured 
that we are now upon his estate." 

<^ Indeed !" said the lady, with some surprise ; 
*^ and how is your wisdom aware of that?" 

*^ I see the first letter of his name marked 
upon this flock," answered the guide. '^ Ah, 
learning is what carries a man through the world, 
as well as if he had the ring by virtue of which 
old minstrels tell that Adam imderstood the lan- 
guage of the beasts in Paradise. Ah, madam ! 
there is more wit taught in the shepherd's shiel- 
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ing than the lady thinks of, who sews her painted 
seam in her summer bower.'' 

<< Be it so, good Bertram. And although not 
so deeply skilled in the knowledge of written 
language as you are, it is impossible for me to 
esteem its value more than I actually do ; so 

hold we on the nearest road to this Tom Dick- 

< 

son's, whose very sheep tell of his whereabout 
I trust we have not very far to go, although the* 
knowledge that our journey is shortened by a 
few miles has so m\Lch recorered my fatigue^ 
that methinks I could dance all the rest of the 



way 



M 
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CHAPTER 11. 



Rosalind. WeU, tliis is tlie Forest of Arden. 
• Touchstone. Aye, now am I in Arden ; the more fool I. Wben 
I was at home I was in a better place ; but travellers must be 
content. 

' ' Ro8* Aye, be so, good Touchstone. — Look you, who cornea 
liere ; a young man and an old, in solemn talk. 

. As You Like iL-^^Scene IV* Act IL 



' As the travellers spoke together, they reached 
a turn of the path which presented a more ex- 
tensive prospect than the broken fiice of the 
country had yet shown them. A valley, through 
which flowed a small tributary stream, exhibited 
the wild, but not unpleasant, features of ^^ a 
lone vale of green braken f* here and there be- 
sprinkled with groups of alder-trees, of hazels, 
and of copse oakwood, which had maintained 
their stations in the recesses of the valley, al- 
though they had vanished from the loftier and 
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more exposed sides of the hills. The farm-housey 
or mansion-house, (for, from its size and appear- 
ance, it might have been the one or the other,) 
was a large but low building, and the walls of the 
out-houses were sufficiently strong to resist any 
band of casual depredators. There was nothing, 
however, which could withstand a more power- 
ful force ; for, in a country laid waste by war, 
Ae farmer was then, as now, oUiged to take 
his chance of the great evils attendant upon 
that state of things; and his condition,, nevev 
a very eligible one, was rendered considerably 
worse by the insecurity attending it. About 
lalf a mile farther was seen a Gothic buihfing 
of very small extent, hswiag a h^f-dismantled 
dbapel, which the minstrel pronounced to be the 
Abbey of Saint Bride« ^ Tke place^" he aaid^ 
^ I underslaaid is sH&wed. to subsist,. a» two* or 
three old mozuks and 98 many nims, wliimi it 
eontasns, are permitted by the English to sevw 
God there,, and sometimes to give refief tO' 
Scottishf travellers ; and who have accordingly 
taken assurance with Sr John de Walton, and 
accepted as their superior a churchman on wlioiii 
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be thinks he can dq)eiic[. But if these gvtest» 
happen to reveal any secrets, diey are, bj some 
means <xr otber, beliered to fly towards iihe £ng«* 
lish gwernor; and therefore, liiniess your lady- 
ship's commands be positive, I think we lad best 
not trost ourselves to their hospitality." 

^^ Of a surety, no,*' said the lady, <^ if tho« 
canst provide me with lodgings wliere we shall 
liave more prudent hosts.'' 

At ijiis moment, two liumaa forms were seen 
to approach tiie farm-bouse in a different diree- 
tion from the travellers, and speaking so high, 
in a tone apparently of dispute, that the minstrel 
and his companion could <&stinguish their voices 
though the distance was coonderable Having 
skreened his eyes widi his band for some mi* 
nutes, Bertram at length exclaimed, ^^ By Our 
Lady, it is my old friend, Tom Dickson, sure 
enougb! — Wbat can make him in sudi bad 
humour with die lad, wbo, I think, may be the 
little wild boy, his son Charles, who used to run 
about and plait rushes some twenty years ago* 
It is lodky, however, we have found our frientb 
astir ; for, I warrant, Tom hath a hear^ pieee 
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of beef in the pot ere lie goes to bed, and he 
must have changed his wont if an old friend hath 
not his share ; and who knows, had we come later, 
at what hour th/ey may now find it conrenient 
to drop latch and draw bolt so near a hostile gar- 
rison ; for if we call things by their right names, 
such is the proper term for an English garrison 
in the castle of a Scottish nobleman/* 

** Foolish man," answered the lady, ** thou 
judgest of Sir John de Walton as thou wouldst 
of some rude boor, to whom the opportunity of 
doing what he wills is a temptation and license 
to exercise cruelty and oppression. Now, I could 
plight you my word, that, setting apart the quar- 
rel of the kingdoms, which, of course, will be 
fought out in &ir battle on both sides, you will 
find that English and Scottish, within this do- 
main, and within the reach of Sir John de Wal- 
ton's influence, live together as that same flock 
of sheep and goats do with the shepherd's dog ; 
a foe from whom they fly upon certain occasions, 
but around whom they nevertheless eagerly 
gather for protection should a wolf happen to 
show himself/' 
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^* It is not to your ladyship/' answered Ber-i 
tram, <^ that I should venture to state my opi«- 
nion of such matters; but the young knight, 
when he is shealhed in armour, is a different 
being from him who feasts in halls among press 
4}{ ladies ; and he that feeds by another man's 
fireside, and when his landlord, of all men in the 
world, chances to be the Black Douglas, has rea- 
son to keep his eyes about him as he makes his 
meal : — ^but it were better I looked after our 
own evening refreshment, than that I stood 
here gaping and talking about other folk's mat- 
ters." So saying, he called out in a thundering 
tone of voice, " Dickson ! — ^what ho, Thomas 
Dickson! — ^will you not acknowledge an old 
friend, who is much disposed to trust his supper 
And night's lodging to your hospitality?" 
' The Scotchman, attracted by the call, looked 
first along the banks of the river, then upwards 
to the bare side of the hill, and at length cast his 
«yes upon the two figures who were descending 
from it. 

. As if he felt the night colder while he advan^ 
ced from the more sheltered part of the valley 



tvaeet tkoa, the Doag^ Dale finniier wnpped 
doaer mrmmi iam ^ prj fiakA, whtcii, .Aam 
an eufy period ^i>ss been «8ed bj tlie ah^hesds 
flf ite SQuth of Seodand) and die appewDanoe of 
wkkh gms a Tomaatie air to the peamitiy and 
niddle dnses; and whichp although less boUiant 
and gaadj in its oohnns, is as pbetaresque ib its 
anaagieinait as £be mare jnilitary tvtan iBaii^ 
of the Highfands, When thej approached near 
to each other, the lady might obsierve that dot. 
friend of hier guide was a stout adiletic maa« 
oomewhafc past the middle of life» and alxead]r 
fUBiowiag marks of the j^roach but none of tl^ 
infirmities of age, upon a countenance wMch liad 
been exposed to many a stomL Shaip eyes toa^ 
and a quick observatton» exhibited signs of yigi^ 
lance, acquired by one who had lired long in a 
country where he had constant occasion for look- 
ing around him with cauticm. His features were 
still swollen with dispfeasure ; and the handsome 
yom^ man wlio atibended him seemed to be db^ 
contented, like one who had undergone no genila 
marks of his fiitheif s indignation, and who, from 
die sullen e^iression which imng^ed with an vp^ 
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pearance of shame on his countenance, seemed 
at once affected by anger and remorse. 

" Do you not remember me, old friend ?*' 
said Bertram, as they approached within a dis- 
tance for communing ; " or have the twenty 
years which have marched over us since we met, 
carried along with them all remembrance of 
Bertram, the English minstrel ?" 

** In troth,'' answered the Scot, "it is not for 
want of plenty of your countrymen to keep you 
in my remembrance, and I have hardly heard one 
of them so much as whistle 

* Heyi now the day dawnsj* 

9; 

but it has recalled some note of your blithe 
rebeck ; and yet such animals are we, that 1 had 
forgot the mien of my old friend, and scarcely 
knew him at a distance. But we have had 
trouble lately; there are a thousand of your 
countrymen that keep garrison in the Perilous 
Castle of Douglas yonder, as well as in other 
places through the vale, and that is but a wofiil 
sight for a true Scotchman — even my own poor 
house has not escaped the dignity of a garrison 

VOL, III. L 
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of 8 man-at-amis, besides two or three archer 
knares, and one or two slips of mischieyous boys 
called pages, and so forth, who will not let a man 
say, * thb is my own,' by his own fireside. Do 
not, therefore, think hardly of me, old comrade, 
if I show you a welcome something colder than 
you might expect from a friend of other days; 
for, by Saint Bride of Douglas, I have scarcely 
any thing left to which I can say welcome." 

" Small welcome will serve," said Bertram. 
** My son, make thy reverence to thy father's 
old friend. Augustine is learning my joyous 
trade, but he will need some practice ere he can 
endure its fatigues. If you could give him some 
little matter of food^ and a quiet bed for the 
night, there's no fear but that we shall both do 
well enough; for I dare say when you travel 
with my friend Charles there,^-if that tall youth 
chance to be my old acquaintance , Charles,^^ 
you will find yourself accommodated when his 
wants are once well provided for." 

'^ Nay, the foul fiend take me if I do," ai^ 
swerod the Scottish husbandman. ^< I know not 
^hat the lads of this day are made of-^not of 
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the same clay as their fathers to be sure — ^not 
fi^rung from the heather, which fears neither 
wind nor rain, but from seme delicate plant of a 
foreign country, which will not thrive unless it 
be nourished under glass, with a murrain to it. 
The good Lord of Douglas — I have been his 
henchman, and can vouch for it — did not in his 
pagehood desire such food and lodging as, in the 
present day, will hardly satisfy such a lad as 
your friend Charles." 

" Nay,** said Bertram, " it is not that my 
Augustine is over nice ; but, for other reasons, 
I must request of you a bed to himself; he I'lath 
of late been unwell." 

" Ay, I understand," said Dickson, ** your 
son hath a touch of that illness which terminated 
80 frequently in the black death you English folk 
^e of? We hear much of the havoc it has made 
to the southward. Comes it hitherward ?* 

Bertram nodded. 

** Well, my father's house," continued the 
&rmer, *^ hath more rooms than one, and your 
Mm shall have one well-aired and comfortable ; 
ilid [for fsopper, ye shall have a part of what i^ 
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prepared for your countrymen, thougli I would 
rather have their room than their company. 
Since I am bound to feed a score of them, they 
will not dispute the claim of such a skilful min«» 
strel as thou art to a night's hospitality. I am 
ashamed to ssly that I must do their bidding; 
even in my own house. Well-a-day, if my good 
lord were in possession of his own, I have heart 
and hand enough to turn the whole of them out 
of my house, like — like*' 

" To speak plainly,*' said Bertram, " like i^ 
southron strolling gang from Redesdale, whom 
I have seen you fling out of your house like a 
litter of blind puppies, when not one of thera 
looked behind to see who had done him the 
coiurtesy until he was half-way to Cairntable/' 

** Ay," answered the Scotchman, drawing 
himself up at least six inches taller than before ; 
<^ then I had a house of my own, and a cause and 
an- arm to keep it Now I am — ^what signifies 
it what I am? — ^the noblest lord in Scotland is 
little better." 

" Truly, friend," said Bertram, " now you 
view this matter in a rational light. I do ndt say 
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that tlie wisest, tlie richest, or the strongest man 
in this world has any right to tyrannize over his 
neighbour, because he is the more weak, igno- 
rant, and the poorer ; but yet if he does enter 
into such a controversy, he must submit to the 
course of nature, and that will always give the 
advantage in the tide of battle to wealth, strength, 
and health.'' 

** With permission, however," answered Dick- 
son, ^^ the weaker party, if he use his faculties 
to the utmost, may, in the long run, obtain re- 
venge upon the author of his sufferings, which 
would, be at least compensation for his tempo- 
rary submission ; and he acts simply as a man, 
and most foolishly as a Scotchman, whether he 
sustain these wrongs with the insensibility of an 
idiot, or whether he endeavour to revenge them 
before Heaven'*s appointed time has arrived.— 
But if I talk thus, I shall scare you, as I have 
scared some of your countrymen, from accepting 
a meal of meat, and a night's lodging, in a house 
where you might be called with the morning to 
a bloody settlement of a national quarrel." 

** Never mind," said Bertram, ** we have been 
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known to each otiier of old ; and I am no more 
afraid of meeting unkindness inyour house^ tl^aii 
you expect me to come Iiere for the purpose of 
adding to the injuries of which you complain*" 

*^ So be it}" said Dickson; '^and you^ my 
old friend, are as welcome to my abode as when 
it never held any guest save of my own inviting* 
—And you, my young friend, Master Augus- 
tine, shall be looked after as well as if you came 
with a gay brow and a light cheek, such as best 
becomes the gay science*^ 

" But wherefore, may I ask," said Bertram^ 
^^ so much displeased but now at my young friend 
Charles?" 

The youth answered before his father had 
time to speak. ^^ My father, good sir,, may put 
what show upon it he will, but shrewd and wise 
men wax weak in the brain in these troublous 
times. He saw two or three wolves seize upon 
three of our choicest wethers; and because I 
shouted to give the alarm to the English gaxrir 
SQU, he was angry as if he could have murdered 
me — just for saving the sheep from the jaws that 
wottld have devoured them." 
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<^ 'Dufiris a strange account of thee, old friend^" 
said Bertram. '^ Dost thou connive with the 
wolves in robbing thine own folds ?' 

^^ Why, let it pass, if thou lovest me," answer- 
ed the 'Countryman ; ^' Charles could tell thee 
something nearer the truth, if he had a mind ; 
but for the present let it pass." 

The minstrel, perceiving that the Scotchman 
was fretted and embarrassed with the subject, 
pressed it no farther. 

At this moment, in crossing the threshold of^ 
Thomas Dickson's house, they were greeted 
with sounds from two English soldiers within. 
" Quiet, Anthony," said one voice, — " quiet^ 
man ! — for the sake of common sense, if not 
common manners ; — Robin Hood himself never 
sat down to his board ere the roast was ready." 

" Ready !" quoth another rough voice; " it m 
roasting to rags, and small had been the knave 
Didcson's share even of these rags, had it not 
been the express orders of the worshij^ful Sid 
John de Walton, that the soldiers who lie at out- 
posts should affimrd to the inmates such provisions 
as are not necessary for their own subsistence/' 
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^^ Hash, Anthony, — ^hush, for shame !" replied 
his fellow soldier, '^ if ever I heard our host's 
step, I heard it this instant; so give o'er thy 
jumbling, since our captain, as we all know, 
hath prohibited, under strict penalties, all quar- 
rels between his followers and the people of the 
country." 

" I am sure," replied Anthony, " that I have 
ministered occasion to none ; but I would I were 
equally certain of the good meaning of this sullen- 
hrowed Thomas Dickson towards the English 
soldiers, for I seldom go to bed in this dungeon 
of a house, but I expect my throat will gape as 
wide as a thirsty oyster before I awaken. Here 
he comes, however," added Anthony, sinking his 
sharp tones as he spoke ; ^^ and I hope to be exr 
communicated if he has not brought with him 
that mad animal, his son Charles, and two other 
strangers, hungry enough, I'll be sworn, to eat 
up the whole supper, if they do us no other 
injury." . 

<< Shame of thyself, Anthony," repeated hi& 
comrade ; ^^ a good archer thou as ever wore 
Kendal green, and yet affect to be frightened for 
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two tired travellers, and alarmed for the inroad 
their hunger may make on the night's meaL 
There are four or five of us here — ^we have our 
bows and our bills within reach, and scorn to be 
chased from our supper, or cheated out of our 
share of it, by a dozen Scotchmen, whether sta- 
tionary or strollers* How say'st thou ?" he add- 
ed, turning to Dickson — " How sj^ye, quarter- 
master? it is no secret, that by the directions 
given to our post, we must enquire into the 
occupations^ of such guests as you may receiw 
besides ourselves, your unwilling inmates ; you 
are as ready for supper, I warrant, as supper is 
for you, and I will only delay you and my friend 
Anthony, who becomes dreadfully impatient, 
until you answer two or three questions which 
you wot of." 

" Bend-the-Bow," answered Dickson, .** thou 
art a civil fellow; and although it is something 
hard to be constrained to give anaccount of one's 
friends, because they chance to quarter in one's 
own house for a night or two, yet I must sub* 
mit to the times, and make no vain opposition* 
You may mark down in your breviary therct 

2l 
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that upon the fourteenth day before Palm Sua-? ^ 
day, Thomas Dickson brought tp his house of 
Hazelside, in which you hold garrison, by orders 
from the English governor Sir John de Walton,., 
two strangers, to whom the said Thomas Dick- > 
son had promised refreshment, and a bed for the 
evening, if it be lawful at this time and place/' 

<^ But what are they these strangers ?' saidi 
Anthony, somewhat sharply. 

*^ A fine world the while," murmured Thomas 
Ijickson, ^^that an honest man should be forced^ 
to answer the questions of every paltry com-, 
panion !" — But he mitigated his voice and pro- 
CEcded. *^ The eldest of my guests is Bertram, . 
an ancient English minstrel, who is bound on his. 
own errand to the Castle of Douglas, and will . 
communicate what he has to say of news to Sir 
John de Walton himself. I have known him 
for twenty years, and never heard any thii^: 
of him, save that he was good man and true* . 
The younger stranger is his son, a lad recover^! 
ing from the English disorder, which has been.; 
raging far and w^de in Westoioreland .and Casif . 
berlaQd/' 
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* ^' Tell me/' said Bend^the-Bow, '' this same 
Bertram, was he not about a year since in the 
service of some noble lady in our own country ?' 

^^ I have heard so," answered Dickson. 

'^ We shall, in that case, I think, incur little 
danger," replied Bend-the-Bow ; ^^ by allowing 
this old man and his son to proceed on their 
Journey to the castle." 

" You are my older and my better," answer* 
ed Anthony ; <^ but I may remind you that it is 
not so clearly our duty to give free passage, iiito 
a garrison of a thousand men of all ranks, to a 
youth who has been so lately attacked by a oon-^ 
tagious disorder; and I question if our comman^ier 
would not rather hear that the Black Douglas, 
with a hundred devils as black as himself, since 
such is his. colour, had taken possession of the 
outpost of Hazelside with sword and battle^axe^ 
tJiian that one person who suffered under this fell 
sickness had entered peaceably, and by the open- 
ed wicket of the castle."^ 

<< There is something in what thou sayest, 
Anthony,'' replied his comrade ; ^^ and consider** 
ing that our governor, since he has undertdLea 
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the troublesome job of keeping a castle wbick* 
is esteemed so much more dangerous than any 
ctier within Scotland, has become one of the 
most caudous and jealous men in the world, we 
had better, I think, inform him of the circum- 
stance, and take his conunands how the stripling 
i^ to be dealt with." 

" Content am I," said the archer ; " and first, 
mcdiinks, I would just, in order to diow that we 
know what belongs to such a case, ask the strip- 
Itug a few questions, as how long he has been 
ill, by what physicians he has been attended^ 
when he was cured, and how his cure is cer- 
tifiedl," &c* 

" True, brother," ssud Bend»the-Bow. "Thou 
Iiearest, minstrel, we would ask thy son some 
questions — What has become of him ? — ^he was 
in this apartment but now." 

" So please you," answered Bertram, " he 
did but pass through the apartment* Master 
Thomas Dickson, at my entreaty, as well as in 
rxispectful reverence to your honours' health, 
carried him through the room without tarriance, 
judging his own bedchamber the. fittest place 
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/er a young mau recovering from a severe illness, 
and after a day of no small &tigue." 

" Well," answered the elder archer, " though 
it is uncommon for men who, like us, live by bow- 
string and quiver, to meddle with interrogations 
and examinations ; yet, as the case stands, we 
must make some enquiries of your son, ere we 
permit him to set forth to the Castle of Douglas, 
where you say his errand leads him." 

^^ Rather my errand, noble sir," said the 
minstrel, ^^ than that of the young man him- 
self." 

" If such be the case," answered Bend-the- 
Bow, " we may suflBciently do our duty by sending 
yourself, with the first grey light of dawn, to the 
castle, and le);ting your son remain in bed, which 
I warrant is the fittest place for him, until we 
shall receive Sir John de Walton's commands 
whether he is to be brought onward or not." 

" And we may as well," said Anthony, 
<^ since we are to have this man's company at 
supper, make him acquainted with the rules of 
the out garrison stationed here for the time." So 
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saying) he polled a scroll from his leathern pouch» . 
and said, ^^ minstrel, canst thou read ?" 

<^ It becomes my calling," said the minstrel. 

<< It has nothing to do with mine, though,?' 
answered the archer, ^^ and there£(Mre do tfacHt 
read these regulations aloud ; for since I do not 
comiHP^end these dbaraeters by sight, I lose no 
dbance^of having them read over to me as often 
as I can, that. I may fix their sense in my imenMHr^^ 
So beware 'that thou readest the words letter *for 
letter as they are set down ; for thou- dost so at 
thy peril. Sir Minstrel, if thou readest not lilce a 
true man*'' 

^^ On my minstrel word," said Bertram, and 
began to read excessiyely slow ; for he wished to 
gain a litde time for consideration, which he 
foresaw would be necessary to prevent his being 
separated from his mistress, which was likely t^ 
occasion her much anxiety and distress* He< 
therefore began thus : — " < Outmost at Hazel- 
side^ the steading of Goodman Thomas Dicksoi^f' 
-—Ay, Thomas, and is thy house so called ?" 

^* It is the ancient name of the steading// ^aidj 



the Scot^ ** being surrounded by a liazel^shaw, 
or thicket." 

<^ Hold your chattering tongue, minstrel," said 
Anthony, ^^ and proceed, as you yakie that or 
your ears, which you seem disposed to make less 
use of." 

" * His garrison,'" proceeded the minstrel, . 
reading, ^^ * consists of a lance with its furniture/ 
What, then, a. lance, in other words, a belted, 
knight, commands this party ?" 

'^ 'Tis no concern of thine," said the archer» 

^^ But it is," answered the tninstrel; ^' we 
have a right to be examined by the highest per^ - 
sonin presence." 

<^ I will show thee, thou rascal," said the- 
archer, starting up, '^ that I am.limce enough 
for thee to reply to, and I will break thy head if: 
thou say'st a word more." 

^^ Take care, brother Anthony," said his coimi» 
rade, '^ we are to use travellers courteonsiy 
and, with your leave, those travellers best wh» * 
cpme from our native land." 

'^ It is even so stated here," said the minstcdiy . 
and he proceeded to read : — . 
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, ** < The watcli at this outpost of Hazelside 
shall stop and examine all travellers passing by 
the said station, suffering such to pass onwards 
to the town of Douglas, or to Douglas Castle, 
always interrogating them with civility, and 
detaining and turning them back if there arise 
matter of suspicion ; but conducting themselves 
in all matters civilly and courteously to the people 
of the country, and to those who travel in it' 
You see, most excellent and valiant archer," 
added the commentator Bertram, ^^ that courtesy 
and civility are, above all, recommended to your 
worship in your conduift towards the inhabitants, 
and those passengers who, like us, may chance to 
fall, under your rules in such matters." 

" I am not to be told at this time of day," 
said the archer, *^ how to conduct myself in the 
discharge of my duties. Let me advise you. Sir 
Minstrel, to be frank and open in your answers 
to our enquiries, and you'' shall have no reason 
to complain." 

^< I hope, at all events," said the minstrel, << to 
have your &VQur for my son, who is a delicate 
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stripling, and not accustomed to play his part 
among the crew which inhabit this wild world/' 

"Well," continued the elder and more civil 
of tlie two archers^ " if thy son be a novice in 
this terrestrial navigation, I warrant that thou, 
my friend, from thy look and manner of speech, 
hast enough of skill to use thy compass. To com- 
fort thee, although thou must thyself answer the 
questions of our governor or deputy governor, 
in order that he may see there is no offence in 
thee, I think there may be permission granted for 
thy son's residing here in the convent hard by, 
(where the nuns, by the way, are as old as the 
monks, and have nearly as long beards, so thou 
may St be easy about thy son's morals,) until 
thou hast done thy business at Douglas Castle, 
and art ready-to resume thy journey." 

" If such permission," said the minstrel, " can 
be obtained, I should be better pleased to leave 
him at the abbey, and go myself, in the first 
place, to take the directions of your command- 
ing officer." 

" Certainly," answered the archer, " that will 
be the safest and best way ; and with a piece or 
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tiro of money, thou msyst secure the protection 
iff the abbot." 

<^ Thou say'st well," answered the iftinstrd; 
<^ I have knownlife, I hare known eveiy style, 
gapy pathway, and pass of this wilderness of ours 
for some thirty years ; and he that cannot steer 
his course fsdrly through it like an aUe seaman, 
after having served such an apprenticeship, can 
hardly ever be taught, were a century to be given 
Inm to learn it in." 

^^ Since thou art so expert a mariner," an- 
swered the archer Anthony, ^^ thou hast, I war- 

# 

rant me, met in thy wanderings a potation called 
amorning^s draught, which they who are con- 
ducted by others, where they themselves lack 
experience, are used to bestow upon those who 
undertake the task of guide npon such an ooca* 
sion ?" 

" I understand you, sir," quoth the minstrel, 
** and although money, or drink^eUt^ as the 
Fleming calls it, is rather a scarce commodity in 
the purse of one of my calUng, yet, according to 
my feeble ability, thou shalt have no cause to 
complain that thine eyes or those oTthy con^ 
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rades Imve been damaged by a Scottish mkt, 
while we can find an English piece of money to 
pay for the good liquor which should wash ibem 
clear." 

<( Content," saidrthe archer; ^^ we now undetr^ 
stand each other ; and if difficulties arise on the 
road, thou shalt not want the countenance of 
Anthony to sail triumphantly through them^ 
But thou hadst better let thy son know soon of 
the early visit to the abbot to*morroW) for thou 
mayst guess that we cannot and dare not delay 
our departure for the convent a minute after the 
eastern sky is ruddy ; and, with other infirmities, 
young men often are prone to laziness and a love 
of ease." 

<< Thou shalt have no reason to think so," 
answered the minstrel ; ^^ not the lark himself 
when waked by the first ray peeping over the 
black cloud, springs more lightly to the sky, 
than will my Augustine answer the same bril- 
liant summons to-morrow morning. And now 
we understand each other, I would only further 
pray you to forbear light talk while my son ia . 
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in your company, — a boy of innocent life, and 
timid in conversation." 

<^ Nay, jolly minstrel," said the elder archer, 
*^ thou givest us here too gross an example of 
Satan reproving sin. K thou hast followed thy 
craft for twenty years, as thou pretendest, thy 
son, having kept thee company since childhood, 
must by this time be fit to open a school to teach 
even devils the practice of the seven deadly sins, 
of which none know the theory if those of the 
gay science are lacking." 

^^ Truly, comrade, thou speakest well," an- 
swered Bertram, " and I acknowledge that we 
minstrels are too much to blame in this matter. 
Nevertheless, in good sooth, the &ult i^ not one 
of which I myself am particularly guilty ; on the 
contrary, I think that he who would wish to have 
his own hair honoured when time has strewed it 
with silver, should so rein his mirth when in the 
presence of the young, as may show in what re- 
spect he holds innocence. I will, therefore, with 
your permission, speak a word to Augustine, that 
to-morrow we must be on foot early." 

" Do so, my friend," said the English soldier ; 
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^^ and do the same the more speedily that our 
poor supper is still awaiting until thou artready 
to partake of it." 

" To which, I promise thee," said Bertram, 
<^ I am disposed to entertain no delay." 

" Follow me, then," said Dickson, " and^I 
will show thee where this young bird of thine 
has his nest" 

Their host accordingly tripped up the wooden 
stair, and tapped at a door, which he thus indi- 
cated was that of his younger guest. 

** Your fetlier," continued he, as the door 
opened, " would speak with you, Master Au- 
gustine." 

" Excuse me, my host," answered Augustine ; 
<^ the truth is, that this room being directly above 
your eating-chamber, and the flooring not in the 
best possible repair, I have been compelled to 
the unhandsome practice of eavesdropper, and 
not a word has escaped me that passed concern* 
ing my proposed residence at the abbey, our 
journey to-morrow, and the somewhat early hour 
at which I must shake off sloth, and, according 
to thy expression, fly down from the roost" 
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*' And bow dost thoa relish,'* said Didcson, 
^ being left with the Abbot of Saint Bride's 
litde flock here V 

« Why, wefl," said the youth, « if the abbot 
is a nuin of respectability beconung his vocation, 
and not one of those swaggering chnrchmen, 
who stretch out the sword, and bear ^emselves 
like rank soldiers in these troublous times." 

^ For that, young master," said Dickson, ^^ if 
you let him put his hand deep enough into your 
purse, he mil hardly quarrel with any thiDg." 

** Then I will leave him to my father," replied 
Augnstine, « who wiU hardly grudge hirii any 
thing he asks in reason." 

** In that case," replied the Scotchman, " you 
may trust to our abbot for good accommodation 
—-and so both sides are pleased." 

** It is well, my son," said Bertram, who now 
joined in the conversation; *^ and that thou 
mayst be ready for thy early travelling, I slmM 
presently get our host to send thee some (oody 
afiter partaking of which thou shouldst go to bed 
and sleep olBT the fatigue of to-day, since to^mor* 
row wiU bring work for itself-' 
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'* And as for thy engagement to these honest 
archers," answered Augustine, *' I hope you witt 
i>e able to do what will give pleasure to our 
guides, if they are disposed to be civil and true 
men." 

" God bless thee, my child !" answered Ber- 
tram ; << thou knowest already what would drag 
after your beck all the English archers that were 
ever at Cressy or Poictiers. There is no fear 
of a grey goose diaft, if you sing a reveillez like 
to that which chimed even now from that silken 
nest of diainty young goldfinches." 

<< Hold me as in readiness, then," said the 
seeming youth, ** when you depart to-morrow 
morning. I am within hearing, I suppose, of 
the bells of Saint Bride's chapel, and have no 
fear, through my sloth, of keeping you or your 
company waiting." 

'< Grood-night, and God bless thee, my child \^ 
again said the minstrel ;. " remember that yout 
father sleeps not far distant, and on the slightest 
alarm will not fail to be with yon. I need scares 
bid thee recommend tiiyself, meantime, to thi 
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great Beln^, who is the friend and father of us 
alL*' 

The pilgrim thanked his supposed father for 
his evening blessings and the visitors withdrew 
without farther speech at the time, leaving the 
young lady to those engrossing fears, which, the 
novelty of her situation, and the native delicacy 
of her sex being considered, naturally thronged 
upon her* 

The tramp of a horse's foot was not long after 
heard at the house of Hazelside, and the ridei 
was welcomed by its garrison with marks of 
respect Bertram imderstood so much as to dis- 
cover from the conversation of the warders that 
this late arrival was Aymer de Valence, tiie knight 
who commanded the littie party, and to the 
furniture of whose lance, as it was technically 
called, belonged the archers with whom we have 
already been acquainted, a man-at-arms or two, 
a certain proportion of pages or grooms, and, in 
short, the command and guidance of the garrison 
at Thomas Dickson's, while in rank he was de- 
puty • governor of Douglas Casde. 

To prevent all suspicion respecting himself 



CASTLE BANGSROUS. 26S 

and his companion, as weU as the risk of the lat« 
ter being disturbed, the minstrel thought it pro- 
per to present himself to the inspection of this 
knight, the great authority of the little place. 
He found him, with as little scruple as the archers 
heretofore, making a supper of the relics of the 
roast beef. 

Before this young knight Bertram underwent 
an examination, while an old soldier took down 
in writing such items of information as the exa- 
mihate thought proper to express in his replies, 
both with regard to the minutise of his present 
journey, his business at Castle Douglas, and his 
joute when that business should be accomplish* 
ed ; a much more minute examination, in a word, 
than he had hitherto undergone by the archers^ 
or perhaps than was quite agreeable to him^ 
being encumbered with at least the knowledge 
of one secret, whatever more* Not that this new 
examinator had any thing stem or severe in his 
looks or his questions. As to the first, he was 
mild, gentle, and ^^ modest as a maid,'' and pos* 
sessed exactly of the courteous manners ascr9^ 
by our fatibier Chaucer to the young ei^ of chv* 

VOL. HI. H 



•tally whom he de9eribet mpon Ids pilgrimage ta 
. Canterbmy* But with all fau gendeness, jojwg 

Aymer de Valence showed a great degree of 
jaeatenesa and accaraey ia his queries; and wdll 
pleased waa Bertiam that the young knight did 
net insist upea seeing his si^posed son, although 

even in that case his ready wit had resolTed^ like 
M seaman in a tempest^ to aacrifiGe one part to 
preserve the resL He was not, howeter, drivea 
4o this extremity, being treated by Sir Aymer 
Je Valence with that degree of courtesy whidi 
in that age men of song were in general thought 
^entitled to. The knight kindly and liberally 
•eonsented to the Iad*s remaining in the contend 
^ a fit and quiet residence for a stripling and 
0n invalid, until the governor, Sir John de Wat- 
^n, diould express hijsr^easure on the subject ; 
tand Sir Aymer consented to this arrangement 
'tiie more willingly, as it averted all possible 
^danger of bringing disease into the English gar- 
^vison. 

^ By <he. young knight's order, all in Did&- 
^mi^s house were dkpatehed earlier to rest than 
'vsual { the inatin .beQ of the neighbouring char 
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pel being die signal for their assembly by day- 
break in the moming. They rendezvoused bo- 
cordingly, and proceeded to Saint Bride's, where 
^tbey heard mass, after which an interview todc 
place between the Abbot Jerome and the miiH 
«trel Bertram, in which the former ondeltoob, 
with the permission of Sir Aymer de Valence^ 
to receive yoimg Augustine into his abbey as 
a guest £9r a few days, less or more, andforwhicli 
Bertram promised an acknowledgment in nam^ 
<if ahns, which was amply sadsfietctory. 

<^ So be it," said Bertram, taking leave of his 
trapposed son, '< and rely on it I will not tarry 
« day longer at Douglas Castle than shall suffice 
for transacting my business there,, which is t» 
look after the old books you wot of, and I will 
speedily return for thee to the Abbey of Saint 
Bride, and resume in company our journey 
homeward/' 

" O father," replied the youth, with a smile, 
<<I fear, if you get among romances and chroni- 
cles, and the contents of a fine old library, you 
will be so earnest in your researches, that you 
will forget poor Augustine and his concerns/' 
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<< Never fear me, Aug^tine,** said the old 
man, makiiig the motion of throwing a kiss to- 
wards the boy, <^ thou art good and virtuous, and 
Heaven will not neglect thee were thy father mi« 
natural enough to do so. Believe me, all the 
old songs since Merlin's day shall not make me 
forget itkeeJ* 

Thus they separated, the minstrel, with the 
English knight and his retinue, to move towards 
the castle, and the youth in dutiful attendance 
on the venerable abbot, who was delighted to find 
that his guest's thoughts turned rather upon 
spiritual things than the morning repast, of the 
approach of which he could not help being him- 
self sensible. 
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CHAPTER III. 

*' This nighty metlimlcs, is but the dayUgKt sicky 
It looka a little paler; 'tis a day- 
Sunk [as the day is when the sun is hid.*' 

Merchant of Venice, 

' To fiicilitate the progress of the party on its 
way to Douglas Castle, the Knight of Valence 
offered the minstrel the convenience of a horse, 
which the fatigues of yesterday made him gladly 
accept. Any one acquainted with equestrian ex- 
ercise, is aware that no means of refreshment 
carries away the sense of fatigue from over 
walking so easily, as the exchange to riding, 
which calls into exercise another set of muscles, 
and leaves those which have been over exerted 
an opportunity of resting through change of mo- 
tion^ more completely than they could in abso-» 
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lute repose. Sir Aymer de Valence was slieath- 
4d in armour, and mounted on his charger ; two 
of the archers, a groom of mean rank, and a 
squire, who looked in his day for the honour of. 
knighthood, completed the detachment, which 
seemed so disposed as to secure the minstrel from 
escape, and to^ protect him against violence. 
** Not," said the young knight, addressing him- 
self to Bertram, ^< that there is usually danger 
in travelling, in this country, any more than in 
the moat quiet districts of England ; but some 
disturbances, as you may have learnt, have bro- 
ken out here within tliis last year, and have 
caused the garrison of Castle Douglas to main^' 
tain a stricter watch* But let us move on, fbr 
the • complexion of the day is congenial witb 
the original derivation of the name of the eovn- 
try, and the description of the chiefe to w1m« 
it belonged — Skolto D/iu Glass — (see yon dark 
grey maa), and dark grey will our route prov» 
this morning, though by good luck it is aoi 
long." 

The morning was indeed what the or^uial 
Gaelic words in^lied, <« a^ driasly^ daric,. mmA 
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day ;'' the mist htd settled upon the hilb, aad 
rolled itself upon brook, glade, and tan>, and tke 
fifmng breeze was not powerful enoagh to nuge> 
the veil, though from the wild sounds which were 
beard occasionally on the ridges, and through the 
glens, it might be supposed to wail at a sense of 
its own inability. The route of the travellera 
was directed by the coufse which the river had 
ploughed for itself down the valley, the watera 
of which b<Mre in general that dark grey livery 
which Sir Aymer de Valence had intimated to be 
the prevalent tint of the country* Some ineffee* 
tnal struggles of the sun shot a ray here and there 
to salute the peaks of the hills ; yet these were 
unable to surmount the dulness (tf a March monh- 
ing, and, at so early an hour, produced a varie^ 
of shades, rather than a gieam of brightness, 
upon the eastern horizon. The view was momn 
tonous and depressing, and apparently the good 
* knight Aymer sought simie amusement in occa- 
fioonal talk with Bertraxa, who, as was usual with 
his craft, possessed a fund of knowledge, and a 
power of conversation, well suited to pass away 
a dull morning; The minstrel, well pleased to 
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piidL op fliich infonnation as lie might be able 
oonceming the present state of the country^ 
embraced every opportunity of sustaining the 
dialogue. 

'^ I would speak with you, Sir Minstrel/' said 
tiie young knight ^' If thou dost not find the 
air of this morning too harsh for thine organs, 
heartily dp I wish thou wouldst Mrly tell me . 
what can have induced thee, being, as thou 
seemest, a man of sense, to thrust thyself into 
a wild country like this, at such a time. — ^And 
you, my masters," addressing the archers, and 
the rest of ihe« party, ^^ methinks it would be as 
fitting and seeming if you reined back your 
steeds for a horse's length or so, since I appre- 
hend you can travel on your way without the 
pastime of minstrelsy/' The bowmen took the 
hint, and fell back, but, as was expressed by their 
tgrumbling observations, by no means pleased 
that there seemed little chance of their oyerhear- « 
ing what conversation should pass between the 
young knight and the minstrel, which proceeded 
as follows :— - 

" I am, then, to understand, good minstrel,'! 
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said the knight^ ^^ that you, who have in your 
time borne arms, and even followed Saint 
George's red-cross banner to the Holy Sepal- 
chre^ are so little tired of the danger attending 
our profession, tibat you feel yourself attracted 
unnecessarily to regions where the sword, for 
ever loose in its scabbard, is ready to start on the 
slightest provocation ?" 

<^ It would be hard,'' replied the minstrel 
bluntly, *^ to answer such a question in the affir- 
mative ; and yet, when you consider how nearly 
allied is his profession who celebrates deeds of 
arms with that of the knight who performs them, 
your honour, I think, will hold it advisable that 
a minstrel desirous of doing his devoir, should, 
like a young knight, seek the truth of adventures 
where it is to be found, and rather visit countries 
where the knowledge is preserved of high and 
noble deeds, than those lazy and quiet realms, 
Jn which men live indolently, and die ignobly 
in peace, or by sentence of law. You your- 
self, sir, and those like you, who hold life cheap 
in respect of glory, guide your course through 
this world on the vefy same principle which 

m2 



brisgs yoBT poor riiyiBiag'scrvBntr Bertiami firmik 
a &r piovinco of nferry £iig]aad» t# dik dask 
ooHOtvy of nigged Scotbad eaUed IXxiglasDafe.. 
You hmg to see adventures wtrAy of iiotifie». 
and I (und^ &vour for nambg us. two m &» 
same, breatli) seek a scanty and pareeatiefi»> iMii 
not. a ifishonouraUe living* by preparing for 
immortality, as well as I can^ the pariki^ffs rf 
stidi eqpdoitSt e^cially die names of deosa who 
were the heroes of these actions^ Each, theos- 
fore^ labours m his vocation ; nor can the ome be 
jQsdy wondered at more than the other, seeiaog 
that if there be any dijETeceace in the degrees of 
diuiger to which both the hero- and the poet ace 
e;;spoeed, the courage, strength,, arms, and ad-- 
cbesa of the valiant knight, render it sa£er for 
bim to venture into scenes of peril, than for the 
poor man of rhyme,'* 

" You say well," answered the warrior ; " and 
although it is something of novelty to me to . 
bear your craft represented as upon a level with 
my own mode of life, yet shame were it to say 
that the minstrel who toils so much to keep in 
memory the feats of gallant knights^ sbould not 



Humeif jrefer tmae fa ezuteiMe, and m Bmfj^, 
achievement et Taloar to a wliole a|;e without: 
a name, or to affirm tliat he fbUovnt a measn and* 
unworthy prc^ettton.'' 

^' Tour vor^p will then acknorwledge^'' said 
the minstrel, ^ that it is a legitunate object m 
anehas myself who, simple as I am, have takeii 
my regular degrees among the professois of tibe 
ffof aeienee at the capital town of Aigaes-Mortes, 
lb siniggle forward i&ta tM^ northern distncl,; 
w&ere I am. well assiured. Bsany things hare hap^ 
pened which have been adapted to the harp by 
minstrels of great fione in ancient days, and have 
beoome the subject of lays which lie deposited 
in the library of Castle Douglas, where, ualesa 
copied over by some one who imderstands 4ie 
old British characters and language, they musl^ 
with whatever diey may contain, whether of 
entertainment or edification, be speedily lost %^ 
posterity. If these hidden treasures were pre- 
served and recorded by the minstrel art of my 
p<K>r self and others, it might be held well ta 
compensate for the risk of a chance blow of a 
broadsword, or the sweep of a brown bill, re« 
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cteived while I am engaged in collecting them ; 
and I were unworthy of the name of a man, 
much more of an inventor or finder,* should I 
weigh the loss of life, a commodity always so 
uncertain, against the chance of that immortality 
which will survive in my lay after my broken 
voice and shivered harp shall no longer be able * 
either to express tune or accompany tale/' 

<* Certainly," said Sir Aymer, " having a heart 
to feel such a motive, you have an undoubted 
right to express it ; nor should I have been in 
any degree disposed to question it, had I found 
many minstrels prepared, like yourself, to pre*' 
fer renown even to life itself, which most men 
think of greatly more consequence." 

** There are, indeed, noble sir," replied Ber- 
tram, *^ minstrels, and, with your reverence, even 
belted knights themselves, who do not sufficiently 
value that renown which is acquired at the risk 

■ ■■■■■ ■! ■ • 

* The name of Maker stands for Poet (with the original sense 
of which word it exactly corresponds) in the old Scottish language. 
That of Trauveur, or Troubadour — Finder, in short — ^has a unuk 
lar meaning, and almost in every country the poetical tribes have 
" been graced with the same epithets, inferring the property of those 
*irho employ invention or creation. 
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of life* To sucli ignoble men we must leave 
their own reward — ^let us abandon to them earth,, 
and the things of earth, since they cannot aspire 
to that glory which is the best reward of others/V 

The minstrel uttered these last words with 
such enthusiasm, that the knight drew his biidle, 
and stood fronting Bertram, with his countenance 
kindling at the sune theme, on which, after a 
short silence, he expressed himself with a like 
vivacity. * 

*^ Well fare thy heart, gay companion ! I am 
happy to see there is still so much enthusiasm 
surviving in the world. Thou hast fairly won 
the minstrel groat; and if I do not pay it in 
conformity to my sense of thy merit, it shall be 
the fault of dame Fortune, who has graced my 
labours in these Scottish wars with the niggard 
pay of Scottish money* A gold piece or two 
there must be remaining of the ransom of one 
French knight, whom chance threw into my 
hands, and that, my friend, shall surely be thine 
own ; and hark thee, I, Aymer de Valence, who 
now speak to thee, am born of the noble House 
of Pembroke ; and though now landless, shall, by 



97& CASTUK AAaWSBOCS;^ 

did grace- of Our LaAyj kxve is time a Btdng^ 
ettabKAineni, w&erein I will find rooni for a 
minstrel like tbee, if thjr talents luiTe. not by 
tbat time found thee a better patron*" 

^ Thflric thee, noU)e knight," said the m£a- 
strel, *^ as well for diy present intentioBs, as I 
bope I sliall for thy* future perfomanee ; bnt I 
may say with troth, diat I hare not the sordid 
inelination of maay ol xmy Weihien*" 

'^ He who partakes the ti^e thirst of noble 
&me^" said the yoimg knight, *^ can. have little 
room in his heart for the love of gold. But tboa 
hast bot yet told me, friend minstrel, what are 
tiie motives, in particular, which hare attracted 
Illy wanderii^ steps to this wild coantry ?' 

** Were I to do so," repfied Bertram, rather 
desirous to Bvoid the question, as in some rejects 
too nearly bordering on die secret purpose of 
his journey, ^^ it might sound like a studied pa- 
negyric on thine own bold deeds, Sir Knight, 
and those of your companions in arms ; and such 
adulation, minstrel as I am, I hate like an emf ty 
eup at a companion's lips. But let me say ia 
few words, that Douglas Castle, and die deeda 



a£ vaimxt "whkk it baa witnessed, lunre sound- 
ed wide throiigli England ; nor is there a gallmt> 
kniglt: or trnsty niinstreU whose heart do6» not 
throb at the name of the stronghold, whidi, hi 
former iBj% the foot of an Englidtraaa neinor 
entered, except in hospitality. Thert is a magic 
in ike rerj nanMS of Sir John de WaltCMi and 
Sir Ajmer de Valence, the gallant defendieis 
of aplace sd often won back by its ancieBt l^ria^ 
and with such droilnatances of vahMir and erael- 
ty, that it bears, in England, the name of the 
Dangerous Castle/' 

^^ Yet I would £eiin hear," answered the 
knight, ^^ your own minstrel account of those 
legends which have induced you, for the amuse- 
ment of future times, to visit a country which, 
at this period, is so distracted and perilous/' 

^^ If you can endure the length of a minstrel 
tale," said Bertram — ^^ I for one am always 
amused by the exercise of my vocation, and 
have no objection to tell my story, provided you 
do not prove an impatient listener," 

^^ Nay, for that matter," said the young 
knight ; ^^ a fair listener thou shalt have^of ^me^ 
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and if my reward be not great, my attention at 
least shall be remarkable*" 

<< And he/' said the minstrel^ '^ must be a 
poor gleeman who does not hold himself better 
paid with that, than with gold or silver, were die 
pieces English rose-nobles* On this condition, 
then, I begin a long story, which may, in one or 
other of its details, find subject for better min- 
strels than myself, and be listened to by such 
warriors as you hundreds of years hence." 
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CHAPTER IV, 

While many a merry lay and many a song 

Clieer*d the roagh road, we wish'd the rough road long ; 

The rough road then ivtnming in a rounds 

Mark*d their impatient steps, for all was fiiiry ground* 

Da. JoHKsoir. 

'* It was about the year of redemption one 
thousand twelve hundred and eighty-five years," 
began the minstrel, << when King Alexander 
the Third of Scotland lost his daughter Marga- 
ret, whose only child, of the same name, called 
the Maiden of Norway, (as her &ther was king 
of that country,) became the heiress of this king- 
dom of Scotland, as well as of her father's crown. 
An unhappy death was this for Alexander, who 
had no nearer heirs left of his own body than 
this grandchild* She indeed might claim his 
kingdom by birthright ; but the difficulty of esta- 
l^ishing such a claim of inheritance must have 



been anticipated by all wbo bestowed a thought 
upon the subject The Scottish king) therefore^ 
endeavoured to make up for his loss by replacing 
his late queen, who was an English princess, 
sister of our Edward the First, with Juletta, 
daughter of the Count de Dreux. Tha solemni- 
ties at the nuptial ceremony, which took place 
in &e tdwn of Jedburgh, were very great and 
remarkable, and particularly when, amidst the 
dis|>lay of a pageant which was exhibited on the 
occasion, a ghastly spectre made its appearance 
iti the form of a skeleton, as the King of Terrors 
is said to be represented.^ — ^Your worship is firee 
to laugh at this, if yoa think it a proper subjeefc 
fior mirth ; but men are alive who viewed it with 
their own eyes, and the event showed too weU: 
of what misfortunes this apparition was the sin- 
g^ular pr«^no6ticatieik'* 

<^ I have heard the story,*' said the knight; 
<* b«t the mcmk who told it me, suggested that 
the figure, diovgh unhappily chosen^ was per- 
haps purposely intioduced as a part of the par 



^ I know not that,." said the minstrel drjdy ; 
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^ but tkore is no dimbt tbat slicffdy after this 
i^aridon Kii^ Alexander died^ to tke great 
sorrow of his people. The Maid of Norway, his 
heiress, i^eedily followed h&t grandfather to the 
grave, and our English king. Sir En%ht, raked 
rxp a claim of dependency and homage, due, he 
said, by Scotland, which neither the lawyers, 
nobles, priests, nor the very nnnstvels of Scot-> 
land, had ever before heard oL" 

^* Now, beshrew me," intermpted Sir Aymer 
de Valence^ " this is beyond bargsun. I agreed 
to hear your tale with patieoee, but I did not 
pledge myself that it should contain matter to the 
reproack of Edward the First, e£ blessed memo- 
ry ; nor will I permit his name to be mentioned 
in my hearing without the respect due to hia 
high rank and noble qualities.'* 

^ Nay," said the minstrel, ^< I am no High- 
land bagpiper or genealogist, to carry respect for 
my art so &r as to quarrel with a man of worriiip 
who stops me at the beginning of a pibroch. I 
am an Englishman, and wish dearly well te my 
country ; and, abore all, I must speak thq tru&. 
But I win avoid disputable topics Your age^ 
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sir, thottgh none of the ripest, authorizes me to- 
suppose you may have seen the batde of Falkirk, 
and other onslaughts in which the competition 
of Bruce and Baliol has been fiercely agitated, 
and you will permit me to say, that if the Scot- 
tish hare not had the right upon their side, they 
have at least defended the wrong with the efforts 
of brave men and true/' 

'^ Of briive men, I grant you,*' said the knight, 
*^ for I have seen no cowards amongst diem ; but 
as for truth, they can best judge of it who know, 
how often they have sworn faith to England, and 
how repeatedly they have broken their vow/' 

^ I shall not stir the question," said the min- 
strel, ^< leaving it to your worship to determine 
which has most &lsehood — ^he who compels a 
weaker person to take an unjust oath, or he who, 
compelled by necessity, takes the imposed oath 
trithout the intention of keeping his word." 

** Nay, nay," said De Valence, " let us keep 
our opinions, for we are not likely to force each 
other from the faith we have adopted on this- 
subject But take my advice, and whibt thou tra- 
vellest under an English pennon, take heed that 



CASTLE OANGEROUSk 285 

thou keepest off this conversation in the hall and 
kitchen, where perhaps the soldier may be less 
tolerant than the officer ; and now, in a word, 
what is thy legend of this Dangerous Castle ?' 
** For that," replied Bertram, ** methinks 
your worship is most likely to have a better 
edition than I, who have not been in this coun- 
try for many years; but it is not for me to 
bandy opinions with your knightship. I wiU 
even proceed with the tale as I have heard it. 
I need not, I presume, inform your worship that 
' the Lords of Douglas, who founded this castle, 
are second to no lineage in Scotland in the 
antiquity of their descent. Nay, they have 
themselves boasted that their family is not to be 
'Seen or distinguished, like other great houses, 
imtil it is found at once in a certain degree of 
eminence. * You may see us in the tree,' they 
say, ^ you cannot discover us in the twig ; you 
-may see us in the stream, you cannot {race us to 
the foimtain/ In a word, they deny that histo- 
rians or genealogists can point out the first mean 
man named Douglas, who originally elevated 
rthe family ; and true it is, that so long as we 
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lave known this nee, they haive alwmys been 
renowned for Taloinr and enterprise, aco«npa- 
Bied witb the power whidhi made that enterprke 
effected." 

'^ Enough," said the knight, ^^ I hare heard 
of the pride and pow«r of that great fiamily, nor 
does it interest me in theleast to deny or detnwt 
from their bold claims to consideration in tiliis 
vespect/' 

^' Withont doubt you must also hare heard, 
noble sir," replied the minstrel, ^^ many things 
of James, the present beir of the house of Ikm* 
glas?* 

** More than enough," answered the Elngiish 
knight; <' he is known to have been a stout sup- 
ports of that outlawed traitor, William Wal« 
kce; and again, upon the first raising of the 
banner by this Robert Bruce, wbo pretends to be 
King of Scotland, this young springald, James 
< Dougla% must needs start into rebellion anew. 
He plunders his uncle, the Archbishop of S|t 
Andrews, of a considerable sum of money, to 
fiU the Scottish Usurper's not over-burdened 
<>^asuxy, debauches the servants of bis relation^ 
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tdces arms, and, though repeatedly chas&ed kt 
the field, sdll keeps his yauut, aod threatei^i 
mischief to those vho^ in the name of his righlr- 
fill sovereign^ defend the Castle of Doi^las 

*^ It is your pleasure to say so. Sir Knight," 
replied Bertram ; ^' yet I am sure, were you a 
Scot, you would with patience hear me tell ov^ 
what has been said of this young man by thos^ 
who have known him, and whose account of his 
mlFentnres shows how differently the same tale 
may be told. These men talk of the present h^ 
of this ancient &mily as fully adequate to main- 
-tain and augment its reputation ; ready, indeed, 
to undeigo every peril in the cause of Rebert 
the Bruce, because the Bruce is esteemed by 
him his lawful king; and sworn and devoted^ 
with such small strength as he can muster^ tp 
reyenge himself on those Southrons, who haye^ 
for several years, as he thinks, unjustly, posses^* 
fid themselves of his father's abode." ^ 

^^O," replied Sir Aymer de Valence, ^<we 
hove heard much of his achievementi in this re** 
qpect,and of his threats against onr governor aai 
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ourselves; yet we think it scarce likely that Sir 
John de Walton will move from Douglas Dale 
without the King's order, although this James 
Douglas, a mere chicken, take upon himself to 
crack his voice by crowing like a cock of the 
gam<' 

<< Sir,'' answered Bertram, ^^ our acquaintance 
is but brief, and yet I feel it has been so benefi- 
cial to xhe, that I trust there is no harm in hoping 
that James Douglas and you may never meet 
in bodily presence till the state of the two coun-* 
tries shall admit of peace being between you." 

** Thou art obliging, friend," answered Sir 
Aymer, ^^and, I doubt not, sincere; and truly 
thou seemest to have a wholesome sense of the 
respect due to this young knight, when men talk 
of him in his native valley of Douglas. For me, 
I am only poor Aymer of Valence, without an 
acre of land, or much hope of acquiring any, un- 
less I cut something huge with my broadsword 
out of the middle of these hills. Only this, good 
minstrel, if thou livest to teU my story, may I 
pray thee to use thy scrupulous custom of search* 
ing out the verity, and whether I live or die. thou 
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shalt not, I thinikj discover tliat thy late acquaint- 
ance of a spring morning liath added more to the 
laurels of James of Douglas, than any man's death 
must give to him by whose stronger arm, oit' 
more lucky chance, it^is his lot to fall." 

<^ I nothing fear you. Sir Elnight," said the 
minstrel, ^< for yours is that happy brain, which, 
bold in youth as beseems a young knight, is in 
more advanced life the happy source of prudent 
counsel, of which I would not, hf an early deaths 
wish thy country to be deprived/' 

<^ Thou art so candid, thed, as to wish Old 
[England the benefit of good advice," said Sir 
Aymer, ^^ though thou leanest to the side of 
Scotland in the controversy ?' 

*^ Assuredly, Sir Knight," said the minstrel, 
^^ since in wishing that ISngland and Scotland 
each knew their own true interest, I am bound 
to wish them both alike well ; and they should, I 
think, desire to live in friendship together. Oo 
Gupying each their own portion of the same 
island, and living under the same laws, and being 
at peace with each other, they might, without 
fear, face the enmity of the whole world/' 

VCyt. II!. N 
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^^ If thy fidtk be «o Hberal,'' answered the 
koigfaty '< afl becomes a good man, thorn must 
oertainlj pray. Sir Minstrel, for the success of 
England in die war, by which alone these mnr- 
derouB hostilities of the «prtbem nati<m can end 
in a solid peace* The rebellions of tliis obstinate 
.eonntry are bat die struggles of the stag when 
he is mortally wounded; the animal grows weaker 
and weaker with every struggle, till his resist- 
«anoe is ieffeotoally tamed by the hand of death/' 

" Not so. Sir Knight," said the minstrel; ** if 
my creed is well taught me, we ought not so to 
:pray. We may, without offence, intimate in 
our prayers the end we wish to obtain ; but it is 
not for us, poor mortals, to point out to an aUr 
aeeing ftovidenee the precise manner in wMch 
4mr petitions are to be accomplished, or to wish 
llie- downfall of a country to end its commotions^ 
as the deathnstab terminates the agonies of the 
wounded stag. Whether I appeal to my heait 
or to my understanding, the* dictate would be to 
petition Heaven for what is just and equal in the 
case; andif Ishooldfearfor thee, £Sr Kni^t,iB 
an encounter with James of Douglas, it is only 
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because he upholds, as I conceive, the better side 
of the debate ; and powers more than earthty 
have presaged to him success," 

^' Do you tell me so, Sir Minstrel," said De 
Valence, in a threatening tone, ^' knowing me 
and my office !" 

^^ Your personal dignity and autiiority," said 
fiertram, <' cannot change the right into wrong, 
or avert what Providence has decreed to take 
place. You know, I must presume, that the 
Douglas hath, by various devices, already con- 
trived to make himself master of this Castle of 
Douglas three several times, and that Sir John 
de Walton, the present governor, holds it with 
a garrison trebled in force, and underthe assu- 
rance that if, without surprise, he should keep 
it from the Scottish power for a year and day, 
he shall obtain the barony of Douglas, with 
its extensive 'appendages, in free property for 
Us reward ; while, on the other hand, if he shall 
WJ^BT the fortress during this space to be tak^i, 
^ther by guile or by open force, as has happeiip- 
^ successively to the hdd^rs of the Dangerous 
Castle^ he will become liable to diahottonr m a 
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knighty and to attainder as a subject; and tbe 
chiefi who take share with him, and serve under 
him, will share also in his guilt and his punish- 
ment r 

<* All this I know well," said Sir Aymer ; << and 
I only wonder that, having become public, the 
conditions have, nevertheless, been told with so 
much accuracy; but what has this to do with the 
issue of the combat, if the Douglas and I should 
chance to meet ? I will not surely be disposed to 
fight with less animation because I wear my for- 
tune upon my sword, or become coward because 
I fifl;^ht for a portion of the Douglas's estate, as 
well as for fame and for fEitberland ? And after 

air 

*^ Hear me," said the minstrel; ^^ an ancient 
gleeman has said, that in a false quarrel there is 

^ no true valour, and the hs or praise won therein, 
is, when balanced against honest &me, as value- 
less as a wreath fonned out of copper, compared 

,to a chaplet of pure gold ; but I bid you not take 
me for thy warrant in this important question. 
Thou well knowest how James of Thirlwallj the 

.last fkiglish conunander before Sir John de Wai« 
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ton, was surprised, and the castle sacked with cir-^ 
cumstances of great inhumanity." 

« Truly/' said Sir Aymer, « I think that 
Scotland and England both have heard pf ^hat 
onslaught, and of the disgusting proceedings of 
the Scottish chieftain, when he caused tran* 
sport into the wild forest gold, silver, ammuni- 
tion, and armour, and all things that could be 
easily removed, and destroyed a large quantity 
of provisions, in a manner equally savage and 
unheard-of/' 

« Perhaps, Sir Knight," said Bertram, *« you 
were yourself an eyewitness of that transaction, 
which has been spoken of far and wide, and is 
called the Douglas Larder." 

^* I saw not the actual accomplishment of the 
deed," said De Valence ; " that is, I witnessed 
it not a-doing, but I beheld enough of the sad 
relics to make the Douglas Larder never by 
jne to be forgotten as a record of horror and 
abomination. I would speak it truly, by the 
hand of my father and by my honour as a knight ! 
and I will leave it to thee to judge whether 
it was a deed calculated to secure the smUes of 
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Heaven in favour of the actors. 'Thk ia my 
edition of the story : — 

<' A large quantity of provisions had dicing 
two years or thereabouts been collected from dif* 
ferent points, and the Castle ci Douglas, newly 
repaired, and, as was thought, carefully guarded^ 
was appointed as the place where the said provi- 
sions were to be put in jstore for the service of the 
Edng of England, or of the Lord Clifford, which* 
ever should first enter the Western Marches with 
an English army, and stand in need of such a sup- 
ply. This army was also to relieve our wants, 
I mean those of my uncle the Earl of Pembroke^, 
who for some time befwe had Iain with a con* 
siderable force in the town called Ayr, near the 
old Caledonian Forest, and where we had hot 
wars with the insurgent Scots. Well, sir, it hap- 
pened, as in similar cases, that Thirlwall, though 
a bold and active soldier, was surprised in the Cas- 
tle of Douglas, about Hallowmass, by this same 
worthy, young James Douglas. In no very good 
humour was he, as you may suppose ; for hia. 
father, called William the Hardy, or Williaatt 
Longlegs^ having refused^ on any terms, to be^ 
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P^ coma- As^Iocised, was made a lawful prisomery 

.; and died as sucli, closely confined in Berwick, 

'* or, as some say, in Newcastle. The news of lu0 

*. yfolher's death had put young Douglas into no 

/, -M mall rage, and tended, I think, to suggest what 

^ e did in his resentment Being embarrasseiL 

. ^ the quantity of provisions which he found in 

. p^> Ji^ castle, which, the English being superior ixt 

*' ^ ^^^ country, he had neither the means to remove, 

*' ,v>;''',ijli^'the leisure to stay and consume,^ the fiend^ 

'\^ xmW think, inspired him with a contrivance to 

^ *^ jj^ "^ them unfit for human use« You shaUi 

• " ^^v^ ^^y> yourself whether it was likely to be sug- 

; \ ^^ jJ^^^ ^Y * S^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ spirit 
..■• ^ Jt! ^^ccording to thisdevice, the gold, silver, and. 
\^ Jf .^Tansportable commodities being carried to^ 
%^ ^ .Jr Jii^>laces of safety, Douglas caused the meat^ 
oii^^f*'^ ;^% and other com or grain to be brought< 
, j ^^^^ , ^^to the castle cellar, where he emptied the 
««r»* ^4^^ ^^ ^^ sacks into one loathsome hei^, 

* ^ ^J^ ^ n«^ ® ^ *^ ^^^ *^® mingled jdrink run through 



.^t*^ j4tv^\^ out the heads of the barrels and pnn-^ 

,lc d V^J*^ ^* ^^ meal, grain,, and so forth. The buU 
H^l^ k^ ^ ^wiMded for slaughter were in like manner 
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knocked on the head, and their blood suffered to 
drain forth into the mass of edible substances ; 
and lastly, the flesh of these oxen was buried 
in the same mass, in which was also included 
the dead bodies of those in the castle, who, re- 
ceiving no quarter from the Douglas, paid dear 
enough for having kept no better watch. This 
base and unworthy abuse of provisions intended 
ibr the use of man, together with throwing into 
the well of the castle carcasses of men and horses, 
and other filth for polluting the same, has since 
that time been called the Douglas Larder." 

" I pretend not, good Sir Aymer," said the 
minstrel, ^^ to vindicate what you justly reprove, 
mor can I conceive any mode of rendering provi- 
flioB0 arranged after the form of the Douglas 
Larder, proper for the use of any Christian ; yet 
this young gentleman might perhaps act under 
the sting of natural resentment, rendering his 
jugular exploit more excusable than it may 
-seem at first. Think, if your own noble father 
had just died in a lingering captivity, his inherit- 
ance seized upon, and occupied as a garrison by 
a foreign enemy, would not these things stir you 
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to a mode of resentment, whicli in cold bloody 
and judging of it as the action of an enemy^ 
your honour might hold in natural and laudable 
abhorence? — Would you pay respect to dead 
and senseless objects, which no one could blame 
your appropriating to your own use, or even 
scruple the refusal of quarter to prisoners, which 
is so often practbed even in wars which are other- 
wise termed fair and humane ?' 

*^ You press me close, minstrel," said Aymer 
de Valence. ^^ I at least have no great interest 
to excuse the Douglas in this matter, since its 
consequences were, that. I myself, and the rest 
of my uncle's host, laboured with Clifford and his 
army to rebuild this same Dangerous Castle ; and 

feeling no stomach for the cheer that the Dou- 

■ 

glas had left us, we suffered hard commons, 
though I acknowledge we did not hesitate to 
adopt for our own use such sheep and oxen as 
the miserable Scots hadstill left around their farm- 
houses ; and I jest not. Sir Minstrel, when I 
acknowledge in sad earnest, that we martial men 
ought to make our petitions with peculiar peni- 
tence to Heaven for mercy, when we reflect on 

n2 
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the Tariou miseries which the nature of our pro- 
fession compels US to inflict upon each other." 

^ It seems to me/' answered the minstrel^ 
<* that those who feel the stings of their own eon- 
science should be more lenient when they speak 
of the offences of others ; nor do I greatly rely 
on a sort of prophecy which was delivered, as 
the men of this hill district say, to the young 
Lord Douglas, by a man who in the course of 
nature should have been long since dead, pro- 
mising him a cqurse of success against the Eng- 
lish for haying sacrificed his own Castle of Dou- 
glas to preyent their making it a garrison." 

** We have time enough for the story," said 
Sir Aymer, ^^ and m^thinks it would suit a knight 
and a minstrel better than the grave converse we 
have hitherto held, which would have beseemed 
— so God save me — the mouths of two travelling 
friars." 

" So be it," said the minstrel ; " the rote or 
the viol easUy changes ite time and varie8> 
note." 
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CHAPTER V. 



Jn tale of wantxWf for your eyes nay w«ep ; 
A tale of horror, for your flesh may tingle ; 
A tale of wonder, for the ieyelir«wa arck. 
And tlie flesh curdles, if you read it righdy. 

Old Play. 



^^ Your honour must be informed, gentle Sir 
Aymer de Valence, that I have heard this story 
told at a great distance from the land in which it 
happened, by a sworn minstrel, the ancient friend 
and servant of the house of Douglas, one of the 
faest, it is said, who ever belonged to that noble 
&mily. This minstrel, Hugo Hugonet by name, 
attended his young master when on this fierbe 
exploit, as was his wont* 
(^ ^^ The castle was in total tumult; in one corner 
the war-men were busy breaking up and destroy- 
i|ig provisions; in another, they were slaying 
men, horses, and catde, and these actions were 
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acoompanied with appropriate sounds. The cat- 
tle^ particularly, had become sensible of their 
impending &te, and with awkward resistance 
and piteous cries, testified that reluctance with 
which these poor creatures look instinctively on 
the shambles. The groans and screams of men, 
undergoing, or about to undergo, the stroke 
of death, and the screeches of the poor horses 
which were in mortal agony, formed a fearful 
chorus. Hugonet was desirous to remove himself 
from such unpleasant sights and sounds ; but his 
master, the Douglas, had been a man of some 
reading, and his old servant was anxious to 
secure a book of poetry, to which he had been 
attached of old. This contained the Lays of an 
ancient Scottish Bard, who, if an ordinary hu<« 
man creature while he was in this life, cannot 
now perhaps be exactly termed such. 

^* He was, in short, that Thomas, distinguished 
by the name of the Rhymer, and whose intimacy, 
it is said, became so great with the gifted peoplci 
called the Faery folk, that he could, like them, 
foretell the future deed before it came to pass. 
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and united in his own person the quality of bard 
and of soothsayer. But of late years he had 
vanished almost entirely from this mortal scene ; 
and although the time and manner of his death 
were never publicly known, yet the general be- 
lief was, that he was not severed from the land 
of the living, but removed to the land of Faery, 
from whence he sometimes made excursions, and 
concerned himself only about matters which were 
to come hereafter. Hugonet was the more earnest 
to prevent the loss of the works of this ancient 
bard, as many of his poems and predictions 
were said to be preserved in the castle, and were 
supposed to contain much especially connected 
with the old house of Douglas, as well as other 
families of ancient descent, who had been sub- 
jects of this old man's prophecy; and accordingly 
he determined to save this volume from destruc- 
tion in 4he general conflagration to which the 
building was about to be consigned by the heir 
of its ancient proprietors. With this view he 
hurried up into the little old vaulted room, call* 
ed * the Douglas's study,' in which there might 
be some dozen old books written by the ancient 



ciMiplaiiW) in what the mhifftreb call tke letkr 
NacL He mui^diately discovered the celebrar 
ted by, called SSr Triatrem, which haa been aa 
often altered and abndged as to bear little re- 
sembhnee to the original. Hugcmet, who well 
knew the value in which this poem was hdd by 
the ancient lords of the castle, took the paroh-^ 
ment volume from the dielves of the library, 
and laid it npon a small desk adjacent to the 
Baron's chair. Having* made such preparation for 
putting it in safety, he fell into a brief reverie, 
in wMdi the decay of Ught, and the prepamtions 
for the Dongks Larder, but espeeially the last 
B^ht of objects which had been familiar to his 
eyes, now on the eve of destruction, engaged 
him at that moment. 

<< The baid, therefore, was thinking within 
himself upon the uncommon mixture of the mys* 
tical scholar and warrior in his old mastei^ when, 
as he bent his eyes upon the book of the ancient 
Rhymer, he was astonished to observe it slowly 
removed from the desk on which it lay by an 
invisible hand* The old man looked with hor- 
ror at the spontaneous motion of the book, for 
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the safely of which he was interested, and had 
the courage to approach a little nearer the table^ 
in order-to discorer by what means it had been 
withdrawn. 

^ I hare said the room was already becoming 
dark, so as to render it difficult to distinguish 
any person in the chair, though it now appeared, 
on closer examination, that a kind of shadowy 
outline of a human form was seated in it^ but 
neither precise enough to convey its exact figure 
to the mind, nor so detailed as to intimate dis- 
tinctly its mode of action. The Bard of Dou- 
glas, therefore, gazed upon the object of his fear, 
as if he had looked upon something not mortal ; 
nevertheless, as he gazed more intently, he 
became more capable of discovering the object 
which offered itself to his eyes, and they grew 
by degrees more keen to penetrate what they 
witnessed. A tall thin form, attired in, or ra- 
ther shaded with, a long flowing dusky robe, 
having a face and physiognomy so wild and over- 
grown with hair as to be hardly human, were 
the only marked outlines of the phantom ; and^ 
looking more attentively, Hugonet was still sen- 
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Bible of two Other forms, the outlines, it seemed, 
of a hart and a hind, which appeared half to 
shelter themselves behind the person and under 
the robe of this supernatural figure." 

** A probable tale," said the knight, " for you. 
Sir Minstrel, a man of sense as you seem to be, 
to recite so gravely ! From what wise authority 
have you had this tale, which, though it might 
pass well enough amid clanging beakers, must 
be held quite apocryphal in the sober hours of 
the morning?" 

« By my minstrel word. Sir Knight," an- 
swered Bertram, ** I am no propagator of the 
fable, if it be one ; Hugonet, the violer, when 
he had retired into a cloister near the Lake of 
Pembelmere in Wales, communicated the story 
to me as I now tell it. Therefor^, as it was 
upon the authority of an eyewitness, I apologize 
not for relating it to you, since I could hardly 
^cover a more direct source of knowledge." 

<< Be it so. Sir Minstrel," said the knight ; 
<< tell on thy tale, and may thy legend escape 
criticism from others as well as from me." 
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*^ Hugonet, Sir Knight," answered Bertram, 
'^ was a holy man, and maintained a fair charao 
ter during his whole life, notwithstanding his 
trade may be esteemed a light one. The yision 
spoke to him in an antique language, like that 
formerly used in the kingdom of Strath-Clyde, 
being a species of Scots or Gaelic, which few 
would have comprehended." 

^^ ^ You are a learned man,' said the appari* 
tion, < and not unacquainted with the dialects 
used in your country formerly, although they 
are now out of date, and you are obliged to 
translate them into the vulgar Saxon of Deira 
or Northumberland; but highly must an ancient 
British bard prize one in this ^^ remote term of 
time," who sets upon the poetry of his native 
country a value which invites "him to think of its 
preservation at a moment of such terror as in- 
fluences the present evening.' 

^< ^ It is, indeed,' said Hugonet, ^ a night of 
terror, that calls even the dead from the grave^ and 
makes them the ghastly and fearful companions 
of the living — Who or what art thou, in God's 
name, who breakest the bounds which divide 
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thenft, and reraitest thus strangely the state thou 
hast so long bid adieu to? 

'^ ^ I am/ replied the vision, * that celebrated 
Thomas the Rhymer, by some eailed Thomas: 
of Ereeldonn, or Thomas the True Speakev. 
like other sages^ I am permitted at times- to 
revisit the seenes of my former life, nor am I 
incapable of removing the shadowy donds and 
darkness which overhang futurity; and know, 
thom afflicted man, that what thou now seest 
in this wofol country, is not a general emblem 
of what shall therein befall hereafter, but in 
proportion as the Douglasses are now sufiTering^ 
the loss and destruction of their home, for their 
loyalty to the rightful heir of the Scottish king- 
dom, so hath Heaven appointed for them a just 
reward ; and as they have not spared to bum and 
destroy their own house and that of their fathers 
in the Bruce's cause, so is it the doom of He»-^ 
ven, that as often as the walls of Douglas Castle 
shall be burnt to the ground, they shall be again 
rebuilt still more stately and more magnificent 
than before.' 

^Acrywasnowlwardlike that of a multitnde 
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in the court-yard, joining in a fierce shout of ex- 
ultation; at the same time a broad and ruddy 
glow seemed to burst from the beams and rafters, 
and sparks flew from them as from the smith's 
stithy, while the element caught to its fuel, and 
the conflagration broke its way through every 
aperture. 

<< ( See ye that,' said the yision, casting his 
eye towards the windows, and disappearing— 
^ Begone ! The fated hour of removing this book 
is not yet come, nor are thine the destined hands. 
But it will be safe where I have placed it, and 
the time of its removal shall come/ The voice 
was heard after the form had vanished, and the 
brain of Hugdnet almost turned round at the 
wild scene which he beheld ; his utmost exer- 
tion was scarcely sufficient to withdraw him from 
the terrible spot, and Douglas Castle that night 
sunk into ashes and smoke, to arise, in no great 
length of time, in a form stronger than ever." 
The minstrel stopt, and his hearer, the English 
knight; remained silent for some minutes, ere 
at length he replied* 

'^ It is true, minstrel," answered Sir Aymer^ 
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<^ that your tale is so far undeniable, that this ^ 
castle — three times burned down by the heir of 
the house and of the barony — ^has hitherto been 
as often reared again by Henry Lord Clif- 
ford, and other generals of the English, who 
endeavoured on every occasion to build it up 
more artificially and more strongly than it had 
formerly existed, since it occupies a position 
too important to the safety of our Scottish bor- 
der to permit our yielding it up. This I my- 
self have partly witnessed. But I cannot think, 
that because the castle has been so destroyed, 
it is therefore decreed so to be repaired in future, 
considering that such cruelties, as surely cannot 
meet the approbation of Heaven, have attended 
the feats of the Douglasses. But I see thou 
art determined to keep thine own faith, nor can 
I blame thee, since the wonderful turns o^ fate 
which have attended this fortress, are sufficient 
to warrant any one to watch for what seem the 
peculiar indications of the will of Heaven ; but 
thou mayst believe, good minstrel, that the fault 
shall not be mine, if the young Douglas shall 
have opportunity to exercise his cookery upon a 
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second edition of his femily larder, or to profit 
by the predictions of Thomas the Rhymer." 

'^ I do not doubt due circumspection upon 
your own part and Sir John de Walton's,'' said 
Bertram : <^ but there is no crime in my saying 
that Heaven can accomplish its own purposes. 
I look upon Douglas Castle as in some degree a 
fated place, and I long to see what changes time 
may have made in it during the currency of twenty 
years* Aboye all, I desire to secure, if possible, 
the volume of this Thomas of Erceldoun, having 
in it such a fund of forgotten minstrelsy, and of 
prophecies respecting the future fates of the 
British kingdom, both- northern and southern.'' 

The knight made no answer, but rode a little 
space forward, keeping the upper part of the 
ridge of the water, by which the road down the 
vale seemed to be rather sharply conducted. It 
at length attained the summit of an acclivity 
of considerable length. From this point, and 
behind a conspicuous rock, which appeared to 
have been pushed aside, as it were, like the scene 
of a theatre, to admit a view of the under part of 
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the vaDey, the trarellerB beheld the extensrre 
▼ale^ parts of which have been already shown 
in. detail, but which, as the river became nar- 
rower, was ndw entirely laid bare in its heig^tii 
and depth as far as it extended, and displayed in 
its precincts, at a little distance from the coarse 
of the stream, the towering and lordly casde to 
which it gave the name. The mist which con- 
tinned to encumber the valley with its fleecy 
clouds, showed imperfectly the rude fortifica- 
tions which served to defend the small town of 
Douglas, which was strong enough to repel a 
desultory attack, but not to withstand what was 
called in those days a formal siege. The most 
striking feature was its church, an ancient 
Gothic pile raised on an eminence in the centie 
of the town, and even then extremely ruinous* 
To the leflt, and lying in the distance, might be 
seen other towers and battlements ; and, divided 
from the town by a piece of artificial water, 
which extended almost around it, arose the Dan- 
gerous Castle of Douglas. 

Sternly was it fortified, after the fiftshion of 
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the middle ages, with donjon and battlementi ; 
displaying, above others, the tall tower, which 
bore the name of Lord Henry's, or the Clif- 
ford's Tower. 

^* Yonder is the castle," said Aymer de Va- 
lence, extending his arm, with a smile of triumph 
upon his brow ; '' thon mayst judge thyself, 
whether the defences added to it imder the 
Clifford are likely to render its next capture a 
more easy deed than the last/' 

The minstrel barely shook his head, and quo- 
ted from the Psalmist — '^ Nisi Dominus cu9t»^ 
diet" Nor did he prosecute the discourse, though 
De Valence answered eagerly, ^< My own edition 
of die text is not very different from thine ; 
but, methinks, thou art more spiritually minded 
than can always be predicated of a wandering 
minstreL" 

*< God knows," said Bertram, ^^ that if I, or 
such as I, are forgetful of the finger of Provi- 
dence in accomplishing its purposes in this lower 
world, we have heavier blame than that of othw 
people, since we are perpetually called upon^in 
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the exercise of our fanciful profession, to admire 
the turns of fiite which bring good out of evil, 
and which render those who think only of their 
own passions and purposes the executors of the 
will of Heaven/' 

*^ I do submit to what you say. Six Minstrel," 
answered the knight, <^ and it would be unlaw- 
ful to express any doubt of the truths which you 
speak so solemnly, any more than of your own 
belief in them* Let me add, sir, that I think I 
have power enough in this garrison to bid you 
welcome, and Sir John de Walton, I hope, will 
not refuse free access to hall, castle, or knight'ii 
bower, to a person of your profession, and by 
whose conversation we shall, perhaps, profit 
somewhat I cannot, however, lead you to ex- 
pect such indulgence for your son, considering 
the present state of his health ; but if I procure 
him the privilege to remain at the convent of 
Saint Bride, he will be there unmolested and in 
safety, until you have renewed your acquaintance 
with Douglas Dale and its history, and are dis- 
posed to s^t forward on your journey/* 
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<^ I embrace your honour's proposal Ae more 
willingly," said tbe minstrel, *^ that I can recom« 
pense the Father Abbot." 

^^ A main point with holy men or women," 
replied De Valence, " who, in time of warfare, 
subsist by affording the visitors of their shrine 
the means of maintenance in their cloisters foi: 
a passing season." 

The party now approached the sentinels on 
guard at the castle, who were closely and thick- 
ly stationed, and who respectfully admitted Sir 
Aymer de Valence, as next in command under 
Sir John de V^^alton. Fabian — for so was the 
young squire named who attended on De Valence 
—mentioned it as his master*s pleasure that the 
minstrel shoidd also be admitted. 

An old archer, however, looked hard at the 
minstrel as he followed Sir Aymer. ^^ It is not 
for us," said he, ^^ or any of our degree, to oppose 
the pleasure of Sir Aymer de Valence, uncle or 
nephew to the Earl of Pembroke, in such a mat^ 
ter ; and for us. Master Fabian, welcome are you 
to make the gleeman your companion both at 
bed and board, as well as your visitant, a week 
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or two at U&e Ciastle of Douglas ; bat your wor- 
dup ic well aware ^f the strict order of watdi 
laid upon us, and if Solomon, King of Israeli 
were to come here as a tr^voUing minstrel, by 
my fidth I durst not give him entrance, unless 
I had positive authority from Sir John de Wal-* 
ton.'^- 

^^ Do you doubt, sirrah," said Sir Aymer ds^ 
Valence, who returned on hearing an altercation 
4>etwixt Fabian and the ardier — ^< do you doubt 
that I have gck>d authority to entertain a g^est^ 
or do you presume to contest it ?' 

*^ Heaven forbid !" said the old man, ^^ that I * 
should presume to place my own desire in oppo^ 
sition to your worship, who has so lately and so 
honourably acquired your spurs ; but in thjs mat* 
ter I must think what will be the wish of Sir John 
4e Walton, who is your governor. Sir Knight, 
as well as mine ; and so far I hold it woi^ while 
to detain your guest until Sir John return fioai 
a ride to the outposts of the castle ;^ and this, I 
ocmceive, being my duty, wiU be no matter of 
affenee to your worship." 

^ Meihittks," said the knight^ « it is saucy in 
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Iliee to suppose that my comaiandB can have any 
thin^ in them improper, or contradictory to those 
e£ Sir John de Walton ; thou mayst trust to nie 
at least that thon shalt come to no harm. Keep, 
tins man in die guard-room ; let him not want 
good cheer, and when Sir John de Walton re- 
toms, report him as a person admitted by my 
invitation, and if any thing more be wanted to 
make out your excuse, X shall not be reluctant 
in stating it to the governor." 

The archer made a signal of obedience with 
the pike which he held in his hand, and resumed 
iJie grave And solemn manner of a sentinel upon 
his post He first, however, ushered in the min* 
strel, and furnished him with food and Uquor, 
speaking at the same time to Fabian, who re-^ 
mained behind. The smart young stripling had 
become very proud of kte, in eonsequence of 
obtaining the name of Sir Aymer's squire, and 
advancing a step in chivalry, as Sir Aymer him^ 
self had, somewhat earlier than the usual period^ 
been advanced from squire to knight. 

^< I tell thee, Fabian,'' said the old archer^* 
(whose gravityji, sagacity, and skill in his voca-i 
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tion, while they gained him the confidence of all' 
in the castle, subjected him, as he himself said, 
occasionally to the ridicule of the young cox-- 
combs ; and at the same time, we may add, rent 
dered him somewhat pragmatic and punctilious 
towards those who stood higher than himself in 
birth and rank ;) << I tell thee, Fabian, thou wilt 
do thy master, Sir Aymer, good service, if thou 
wilt give him a hint to suffer an old atrcher, mail"' 
at-arms, or such like, to give him a fair and civil 
answer respecting that which he commands ; for 
undoubtedly it is not in the first score, of a man's 
years that he learns the various proper forms of 
military service ; and Sir John de Walton, a most 
excellent commander no doubt, is one earnestly 
bent on pursuing the strict line of his duty, and 
wUl be rigorously severe, as well, believe me, 
with thy master as with a lesser person. Nay, 
he also possesses that zeal for his duty which in* 
daces him to throw blame, if there be the s%ht*> 
est ground for it, upon Aymer de Valence him"^ 
self, although his imcle, the Earl of Pembroke^ 
was Sir John de Walton's steady patron, and laid 
the beginning of his good fortune ; for all which^ 
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by training up his nephew in the true discipline 
of the French wars, Sir John has taken the best 
way of shewing himself grateful to the old EarL" 
^ ^^ Be it as you will, old Gilbert Greenleaf," 
answered Fabian, <^ thou knowest I never quar^ 
rel with thy sermonizing, and therefore ^ve me 
credit for submitting to many a lecture from Sir 
John de Walton and thyself; but thou driyest this 
a little too far, if thou canst not let a day pass with-* 
out giving me a flogging. Crpdit me. Sir John 
de Walton will not thank thee, if thou term him 
one too old to remember that he himself had 
once some green sap in his veins. Ay, thus it 
is, the old man will not forget that he has once 
been young, nor the young that he must some 
day be old ; and so the one ebanges his man- 
ners< into the lingering fiirmality of advanced 
. age, and the other remains like a midsummer 
' torrent swoln with rain, every drop of water in 
it noise, froth, and overflow* There is a maxim 
for thee, Gilbert ! — Heardest Jhou ever better ? 
hang it up amidst thy axioms of wisdom, and 
see if it will not pass among them like fifteen to 
the dozen* It will serve to bring thee off, man^ 
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when the wine-pot (thine only 'fimlt, good Gil-^ 
bert) hath brought thee on. occasion into some-^ 
thing of a 8ctape«" 

' ^ Best keep it for thyself^ good Sir Squire," 
said the old man ; ^^ methinkB it is more like to 
stand thyself one day in good stead. Who ever 
heard of a knight, or of the wood iji which a 
knight is made, and that is a squire, being pun*^ 
ished corporally like a poOT old archer or horses 
boy ? Your worst fault will be mended by some 
of &ese witty sayings, and your best serrice will 
scarce be rewarded more thankfully than by 
giving thee the name of Fabian the Fabler, at 
some such witty title." 

Having unloosed his repartee to this extent, 
eld Greenleaf refumed a derlf^n acidity of counr* 
tenance, which may |||i 6£^ to characterise ikooe 
whose preferment hatK become frozen under the 
influence of the slowness of its progress, and who 
display a general spleen against such as have ob- 
tained the advancement for which all are stn:^ 
gUng, earUer, and, as they suppose, with Isak 
merit than their own. From time to tune the 
C7&.of :tfae old sentinel stole from the top of his 
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pike, and with an air of triumph rested upon the 
young man Fabian, as if to see how deeply the 
wpund had galled him, while at the same time he 
held himself on the alert to perform whatever 
mechanical duty his post might require. Both 
Fabian and lis master were at the happy period 
of life when such discontent as that of the grave 
archer affected them lightly, and, at the very 
worst, was considered as the jest of an old maxs 
and a good soldier; the more especially, as he 
was always willing to do the duty of his compare 
aions, and was much trusted by Sir John de 
Walton, who) though very much younger, had 
been bred up like Greenleaf in the wars of Ed^ 
ward the First, and was tenacious in upholdmg 
•trict discipline, ^ich, since the death of that 
great monarch, had been considerably neglected 
by the young and warm«blooded valour of Eng<* 
land. 

, Meantime it occurred to Sir Aymer de Vtk* 
lenoe, that though in displaying the usual de* 
gree of hospitality shown to such a man as Ber^ 
tram, he had merely done what was becoming 
his oiwn rank, as one possessed of the highest 
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honoim of chivaliy — ^the self-styled minstrel 
might not in reality be a man of that worth 
which he assumed* There was certainly some- 
tking in his conversation, at least more grave, if 
not more austere, than was common to those of 
his calling ; and when he recollected many points 
of Sir John de Walton's minuteness, a doubt 
arose in his mind, that the governor might not 
approve of his having introduced into the castle 
a person qf Bertram's character, who was capa« 
ble of making observations from which the gar- 
rison might afterwards feel much danger and 
inconvenience. Secretly, therefore, he regret* 
ted that he had not fairly intimated to the wan- 
dering minstrel, (bat his reception, or that of 
any stranger, within the Dtingarous Castle, was 
not at present permitted by the circumstances 
of the times. In this case, the express line of 
his duty would have been his vindication, . and 
instead, perhaps, of discountenance and blame, 
he would have had praise and honour from his 
superior. 

With these thoughts passing through his mind, 
some tadt apprehension arose of a rebuke on the 
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part of his commanding-officer ; for this officer, 
notwithstanding his strictness, Sir Aymer loved 
as well as feared. He went, therefore, tpwards 
the guard-room of the castle, under the pretence 
of seeing that the rights of hospitality had been 
duly observed towards his late travelling com* 
panion. The minstrel arose respectfully, and 
from the manner in which he paid his compli- 
ments, seemed, if he had not expected this call 
of enquiry, at least to be in no degree surprised 
at it. Sir Aymer, on the other hand, assumed an 
air something more distant than he had yet used 
towards Bertram, and in reverting to his former 
in citation,. he now so far qualified it as to say, 
that the minstrel knew that he was only second 
in command, and that effectual permission to 
enter the castle ought to be sanctioned by Sir 
John de Walton. 

. There is a civil way of seeming to believe any 
apology which people are disposed to receive in 
payment, without alleging suspicion of its cur- 
rency. The minstrel, therefore, tendered his 
thanks for the civility which had so far been 
shown to him. ^^ It was a mere wish of pass- 

o2 
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ing curiosity/* lie said, " which, if not granted 
eould be attended with no consequences eithei^ 
inconvenient or disagreeable to jhim. ThomaH 
«f Erdldoun was, according to the Welsh triads^ 
Me of the three barde of Britain^ who nerer 
stained a speitf with blood, or was guilty eithef 
of ^king or retaking castles and fortresses,' and 
thus far not a person likely, after death, to be 
suspected of such warlike feats. But I can 
' easily conceive why Sir John de Walton should 
have allowed the usual rights of hospitdlty io 
fall into disuse, and why ai man of public charac^ 
ter like myself ought not to desire food or lod- 
ging where it is accounted so dangerous ; and it 
can surprise no one why the go^mor did not 
even invest his worthy young lieutenant witk 
the power of dispensing with so strict and unu-^ 
sual a rule." 

* These words, very coolly spoken, had some- 
thing of the effect of affronting the young knight^ 
«B insinuating, that he was not held sufficiently 
trustworthy by Sir John de Walton, with whom 
he had lived on terms of affection and familiar* 
ity, though the governor had attained his thirtietb 
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year and inwards, and his Menteimnt did not yet 
write himself one*and*tweiit)r» the fall age ef 
ehiralry haring been in his case partienkxly dis« 
pensed with, owing to a feat of early manhocd^ 
Ere he had fully composed the angry thougUai 
which were chafing in his mind, the sound of a 
hunting-bugle was heard at the gate, and from 
the sort of general stir whidi it spread tlHrough 
the garrison, it was plain that the govenior had 
returned from his ride. Every sentinel, seem- 
ingly animated by his presence, shouldered 1m 
pike more nprightly, gave the word of the pcMt 
more sharply, and seemed more fully awake and 
conscious of his dnty* Sir John de Wall(Mi 
having alighted from his horse, asked Greenleaf 
what had passed during his absence; the old 
archer thought it his duty to say, that a minsif el» 
who seemed like a Scotchman, or wanderii^ bor* 
derer, had been admitted into the castle^ while 
his son, a lad sick of the pestilence so mueh 
talked of, had been left for a time at the Abbey 
of Saint Bride. . This he said on Fabian's infor* 
.mation.. The archer added, that the fiither was 
a man of tale and song, who could keep the 
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whole garrison amused, without ^ving them 
leave to attend to their own business. 
• ^ We want no such devices to pass the time," 
answered the governor ; " and we would have 
been better satisfied if our lieutenant had been 
pleased to find us other g^sts, and fitter for a 
direct and frank communication, than one who, 
by his profession, is a detractor of God and a 
deceiver of man." 

^' Yet," said the old soldier, who could hardly 
listen even to his commander without indulging 
the humour of contradiction, ^^ I have heard your 
honour intimate that the trade of a minstrel, when 
it is jusUy acted up to, is as wortiiy as even the 
degree of knighthood itself." 

" Such it niay have been in former days,*' 
answered the knight; " but in modern min- 
strelsy, the duty of rendering the art an incen- 
tive to virtue is forgotten, and it is well if the 
poetry which fired our fathers, to noble deeds, 
does .not now push on their children to such as 
4u:e base and unworthy. But I will speak upon 
;l;lu»^to my friend Aymer, than whom I do not 
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know a more excellent, or a more high-spirited 
young mstiJ' 

While discoursing with the archer in this 
manner, Sir John de Walton, of a tall and hand- 
some figure, advanced and stood within the ample 
arch of the guard-room chimney, and was listened 
to in reverential silence by trusty Gilbert, who 
filled up with nods and signs, as an attentive, 
auditor, the pauses in the conversation. The 
conduct of another hearer of what passed was 
not equally respectful, but, from his position, he 
escaped observation. 

This third person was no other than the squire 
Fabian, who was concealed from observation by 
his position behind the hob, or projecting portion 
of the old-fashioned fireplace, and hid himself 
yet more carefully when he heard the conversa- 
tion between the governor and the archer turn 
to the prejudice, as he thought, of his master. 
The squire^s employment at this time, was the 
servile task of cleaning Sir Aymer's arms, which 
was conveniently performed by heating, upon the 
.projection already specified, the pieces of steel 
^armour for the usual thin coating of varnish. He 
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be considered as guilty of any thing intoleat 
or disrespectfiDl. He was better sereened firom 
irfew, as a thick smoke arose £rani a quantity o£ 
tek ^panellingy carved in many cases with th« 
crest and addevenents of ihe Douglas fBanity, 
whkh being the fuel nearest at hand, lay amodU 
dcring in the ehimney, and gatherii^ to a blaae* 

The. govemoTy unconscious of this addition to 
his andience, pursued his conreiaation with GiU 
bert Greenleaf : ^ I need not tell you," he said^ 
<< that I am interested in the speedy terminatioo 
of this nege or blockade, with whidi Douglas 
continues to threaten us ; my own honour and 
affections are engaged in keeping this Dai^^ous 
Castle safe in England's behalf» but I am troubled 
at the admission of this stranger; and young De 
Valence would hare acted more strictly in dw 
line of his duty, if he had refused to this wan^ 
derer any communicalaon with this garrison vnihr 
oat my permission/' 

<' Pity it is," replied old Greenleaf shaking 
his head, <^ that this good-natured and gallaait 
young knight is somewhat drawn aside by the 
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has brayery, but as little steadiness in him as a 
bottle of fermented small beer/' 
' ^* Norw hang thee/' thought Fabian to himself, 
*' for an old relic of the«wars, stoflFed full of 
Gonceit and warlike terms, like the soldier who, 
to keep himself from the cold, has lapped himself 
so close in a tattered ensign for a shelter, that 
hss Toy outside may show nothing but rags and 
UafiBonry." . 

'* I would not think twice of the matter, were 
the party less dear to me," said Sir John de Wal* 
ton. ^ But I would fain be of use to this young 
man, even although I should purchase his im* 
proyement in military knowledge at the expense 
of giying him a little pain* Experience should^ 
as it were, be burnt in upon the mind of a young 
man, and not merely impressed by marking the 
lines of his chart out for him with chalk ; I will 
remember the hint you, Greenleaf, haye giyen^ 
and take an opportunity of seyering these two 
young men ; and though I most dearly loye the 
one, imd am far from wishing ill to the other, yet 
at present, as you well hint» the blind is leadiB|^ 
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the blind, and the young knight has for his 
assistant and counsellor too young a squire, and 
that must be amended." 

*< Marry I out upon thee, old palmer worm V* 
said the page within himself; ^^ have I found 
thee in the very feet of maligning myself and my 
master, as it is thy nature to do towards all the 
hopeful young buds of chivalry ? K it were not to 
dirty the arms of an elive of chivalry, by measu- 
ring them with one of thy rank, I might honour 
thee with a knightly invitation to the field, while 
the scandal which thou hast spoken is still foul 
upon thy tongue; as it is, thou shalt not carry 
^ne kind of language publicly in the castle, and 
another before the governor, upon the footing 
of having served with him under the banner of 
Longshanks. I will carry to my master this tale 
of thine evil intentions; and when we have con« 
carted together, it shall appear whether the 
youthful spirits of the garrison or the grey beards 
are most likely to be the hope and protection of 
this same Castle of Douglas/' 

It is enough to say that Fabian pursued his 
purpose, in carrying to his master, and in no 
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very good humour, the report of what had passed 
between Sir John de Walton and the old soldier* 
He succeeded in representing the whole as a 
formal offence intended to Sir Aymer de Valence ; 
while all that the governor did to remove the 
suspicions entertained by the young knight, could 
not in any respect bring him to take a kindly 
view of the feelings of his commander towards 
him. He retained the impression which he had 
formed from Fabian's recital of what he had 
heard, and did not think he was doing Sir John de 
Walton any injustice, in supposing him desirous 
to engross the^ greatest share of the fame acqui- 
red in the defence of the castle, and thrusting 
back his companions, who might reasonably pre- 
tend to a fair portion of it. 

The mother of mischief, says a Scottish pro- 
verb, is no bigger than a midge's wing.* In this 
matter of quarrel, neither the young man nor the 
older knight had afforded each other any just 
cause of offence. De Walton was a strict observer 
of military discipline, in which he had been 



• t. e. Gnat's wing. 
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educated from his extreme youdi, and by which 
he was almost as completely ruled as by his 
natural disposition; and his present situation 
added force to his original education* 

Common report had eren eza^erated the mifi* 
tary skill, the love of adventure, and the great 
variety of enterprise, ascribed to James, the young 
Lord Douglas. He had, in the eyes of thia 
Southern garrison, the faculties of a fiend, ratheif 
than those of a mere mortal ; for if the Ei^lish 
feoldiers cursed the tedixun <tf the p^petuat 
watch and ward upon the Dangerous Castle, 
which admitted of no relaxation from the soyo^ 
rity of extreme duty, they i^eed that a tali 
form was sure to appear to them with a battle- 
axe in his hand, and entering into conversatioii 
in the most insinuating manner, never failed, 
with an i^gtenuity and eloquence equal to that 
of a fallen spirit, to recommend to the discoifr* 
tented sentinel some mode in which, by giving 
his assistance to betray the English, he might 
set himself at liberty. The variety of these 
tieviees, and the frequency of their recurrence, 
kept Sir John de Walton's anxiety so perpetuaUy 
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upon the stretch, that he at no time thought 
himself exactly out of the Black Douglas's 
reach, any more than the good Christian sup* 
poses himself out of reach of the wiles of the 
Devil ; while every new temptation, instead of 
confirming his hope, seems to announce that 
tke immediate retreat of the Evil One will be 
followed by some new attack yet more cunningly 
devised. Under this general state of anxiety 
and apprehension, the temper of the governor 
changed somewl^at for the worse, and they who- 
loved him best, regretted most that he became 
addicted to complain of the want of diligence 
on the part of those, who, neither invested with 
responsibility like his, nor animated by the hope 
of such splendid rewards, did not entertain the 
same degree of watchful and incessant suspicion 
as himself. The soldiers muttered tha^ the vigi- 
lance of their governor was marked with severity; 
the officers and men of rank, of whom there 
were several, as the castle was a renowned 
sehool of arms, and there was a certain merit 
attamed even by serving within its waUs, com- 
plained^ at the same time, that Sir John do 
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•Walton no longer made parties forliunting, for 
hacking, or for any purpose which might soften 
the rigours of warfare, and suffered nothing to 
go forward but the precise discipline of the castle. 
On the other hand, it may be usually granted, 
that the castle is well kept where the governor 
is a disciplinarian ; and where feuds and personal 
quarrels are found in the garrison, the young 
men are usually more in £ault than thosQ whose 
greater experience has convinced them of the 
necessity of using the strictest precautions. 

A generous mind — ^and such was Sir John de 
Walton's — is often in this way changed and 
corrupted by the habit of over-vigilance, and 
pushed beyond its natural limits of candour. 
Neither was Sir Aymer de Valence free from a 
similar change; suspicion, though from a different 
cause, seemed also to threaten to bias his open 
and noble disposition, in those qualities which 
had hitherto been proper to him. It was in vain 
that Sir John de Walton studiously sought 
opportunities to give hb younger friend indul- 
gences, which at times were as far extended as 
the duty of the garrison permitted* The blow 
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was struck ; the alarm had been given to al p^tond 
and fiery temper on both sides; and while De 
Valence entertained an opinion that he was un- 
justly suspected by a friend, who was in several 
respects bound to him, De Walton, on the other 
hand, was led to conceive that a young man, of 
whom he took a charge as affectionate as .if he 
had been a son of his own, and who owed to his 
lessons what he knew of warfare, and what suc- 
cess he had obtained in life, had taken offence 
at trifles, and considered himself ill treated on 
very inadequate grounds. The seeds of disagree- 
ment, thus sown between them, failed not, like 
the tares sown by the Enemy among the wheat, 
to pass from one class of the garrison to another; 
the soldiers, though without any better reason 
than merely to pass the time, took different sides 
between their governor and his young lieute- 
nant ; and so the ball of contention being once 
thrown up between them, never lacked some 
arm or other to keep it in motion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Alas ! tliey had been friends in youth. ; 
But whispering tongoee can poison tmlii ; 
And constancy fives in reahns above ; 

And life is thorny, and youth is vain ; 
And to be wroth with one we love, 

Doth work like madness in the brain. 

* « * » • 

Eaeh spoke words of lugh disdain, 
And insult to his hearths dear brother, 
Sut never either f«und another 
To free the hollow heart from paining— 
They stood aloof, the scars remaining, 

Like dift which had been rent asunder ; 
A dreary sea now flows l)etween. 

But neither heat, nor frost, nor thunder, 
ShaS whoBy do away, I ween. 
The marks of that which once hath been. 

CTirisiabtlle of CoLKWA9QWU 

Ik prosecation of the intention wliich| wben 
his blood was cool, seemed to him wisest^ SSr 
John de Walton resolved that he would go to the 
verge of indulgence with his lieutenant and his 
young officers, furnish them with every species 
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of amusement wUch the place rendered possiUe^ 
and make them ashamed of their discontent, by 
orerloading them with courtesy. The first time, 
therefore, that he saw Ajrmer de Valence after 
his return to the castle, he addressed him in 
high spirits, whether real or assumed. 

^' What thinkest thou, my young friend," said 
De Walton, *^ if we try some of the woodland 
sports proper, they say, to this country ? There 
are still in our neighbourhood some herds of the 
Caledonian breed of wild cattle, which are no- 
where to be found except among the moorlands 
— the black and rugged frontier of what was 
anciently called the Kingdom of Strath-Clyde, 
There are some hunters, too, who have been 
accustomed to the sport, and who vouch that 
these animals are by &r the most bold and fierce 
subject of chase in the island of Britain." 

<< You will do as you please," replied Sir 
Aymer, coldly ; <^ but it is not *I, Sir John, who 
would recommend, for the sake of a hunting** 
match, that you should involve the whole garri* 
84m in danger ; you know best the responsibili-^ 
ties incurred by your office here, and no doubt 
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must have heedfbUy attended to them beforQ 
fnAlcing a proposal of such a nature." . 

<< I do indeed know my own duty/' replied 
De Walton, offended in turn, '* and might be 
allowed to think of yours also, without assuming 
more than my own share of responsibility ; but 
it seems to me s^ if the commander of this Dan- 
gerous Castle, among other inabilities, were, as 
old people in this country say, subjected to a 
spell — and one which renders it impossible for 
him to guide his conduct so as to afford pleasure 
to those whom he is most desirous to oblige. 
Not a great many weeks since, whose eyes would 
have sparkled like tliose of Sir Aymer de Va- 
lence at the proposal of a general hunting-match 
after a new object of game ; and now what is his 
bearing when such sport is proposed, merely, I 
think, to disappoint my purpose of obliging him? 
-—a cold acquiescence drops half frozen from 
his lips, and he proposes to go to rouse the wild 
cattle with an air of gravity, as if h^ were under- 
taking a pilgrimage to the tomb of a martyr.'' 

" Not so. Sir John," answered the young 
knight. « In our present situation we stand con** 
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joined in more charges than one, and although 
the greater and controlling trust is no doubt laid 
upon you as the elder and ofbler knight, yet still 
I feel that I myself have my own share of a 
serious responsibility. I trust, therefore, you 
wilT indulgently hear my opinion, and bear with 
it, even though it should appear to have relation 
to that part of our common charge which is more 
especially intrusted to your keeping. The dig- 
nity of knighthood which I have the honour to 
share with you, the accolade laid on my shoulder 
by the royal Plantagenet, entities me, methinks,. 
to so much grace/^ 

« I cry you mercy," said the elder caraiier ^ 
*^ I forgot how important a person I had before 
me, dubbed by King Edward himself, who was 
moved no doubt by special reasons to confer such 
an early honour ; and I certainly feel that I over* 
step my duty when I propose any thing that 
savours like idle sport to a person of sueh grave 
pretensions/'" 

«* Sr John de Walton,** retorted De Valence, 
^ we have had somethinir too much of this — ^lelTit 
Stop here. All that I mean to say is, that in]]thk 

VOL. III. p 



388 CASTLE DANaSBOUS. 

wardship of Douglas Castle, it will not be by my 
consent, if any amusement, which distinctly in- 
fere a rdlaxation of discipline, be unnecessarily 
engaged in, and especially such as compels us to 
summon to our assistance a number of the Scots, 
whos^ evil disposition towards us we well know ; 
nor will I, though my years have rendered me 
liable to such suspicion, suffer any thing of this 
kind to be imputed to me ; and if unfortunately 
— ^though I am sure I know not why — ^we are in 
future to lay aade those bonds of familiar friend- 
ship which formeriy linked us to eacb other, yet 
I see no reason why we should not bear ourselves 
in our necessary communications like .knights 
and gentlemen, and put the best construction on 
«ach other's motives, since there can be no teascm 
f<»> imputing the worst to any thing that comes 
£rom either of us.'* 

^« You may be rigbt, Sir Aymer de Valence," 
said the governor, bending stiffly ; <^ and since 
you say we are no longer bound to each other as 
friends, you may be certain, nevertbelfiss, that I 
mil never permit a hostile feeling, of whipli you 
are the object, to occupy my bosom. You hav« 
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been long, and I hope not uselessly, my pupir 
in the duties of chivalry* You are the near ref- 
lation of the Earl of Pembroke, my kind and 
constant patron, and if these circumstances are 
well weighed, they form a connexion which it 
would be difficult, at least for me, to break 
through* If you feel yourself, as y-ou seem to 
intimate, less strictly tied by former obligations, 
you must take your own choice in fixing Qur 
relations towards each 'other." 

** I can only say,** replied De Valence, " that 
my conduct will naturally be regulated by your 
own ; and you, Sir John, cannot hope more de- 
voutly than I do, that our military duties may 
be fairly discharged, without interfering with 
eur friendly intercourse." 

The knights here parted, after a conference 
which once or twice had very nearly terminated 
in a full and cordial explanation ; but still there 
was wanting one kind heartfelt word from either^ 

to break, as it were, the ice which was fast free- 

* 

zing upon their intercourse, and neither chose 
to be the first in making the necessary advances 
with sufficient cordiality, though each Would 



S40 CASTLE BANGEROUfi. 

Lave gladly done so, had tlie other appeared de- 
sirous of meeting it with the same ardour ; but 
their pride was too high, and prevented either 
from saying what might at once have put them 
upon an open and manly footing. They parted, 
therefore, without again returning to the subject 
of the proposed diversion ; until it was afterwards 
resumed in a formal note, praying Sir Aymer de 
Valence to accompany the commandant of Dou* 
glas Castle upon a solemn hunting-match, which 
had for its object the wild catde of the neigh- 
boaring dale. 

He time of meeting was ^>pointed at sax in 
die morning, beyond the gate of the outer banri* 
cade ; and the chase was declared to be ended in 
the afternoon, when the reeheaifikovld be blown 
beneath die great oak, known by the name of 
Sholto's Club, which stood a remarkable ob|ec^ 
nehere Douglas Dale was bounded by several 
scattered trees, the outskirts of the forest and bill 
country. The usual warning was sent out to the 
common people, or vassab of the diitriet, whi4& 
t&ey, notwidurtanding their filling of antipalhy, 
received in genend with delight, upon the great 
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Epicurean principle of carpe diem^ that is to say, 
in whatever circumstances it happens to present 
itself, be sure you lose no recreation which life 
affords. A hunting-match has still its attractions, 
even though an English knight take his pleasure 
in the woods of the Douglas. 

It was no doubt afflicting to these faithful vas- 
sals, to acknowledge another lord than the re- 
doubted Douglas, and to wait by wood and river 
at the command of English officers, and in the 
company of their archers, whom they account* 
ed their natural enemies. Still it was the only 
species of amusement which had been permitted 
them for a long time, and they were not dispo- 
sed to omit the rare opportunity of joining in it 
The chase of the wolf, the wild boar, or even the 
timid stag, required silvan arms ; the wild cattle 
8tiU more demanded Ms equipment of war-bows 
and shafts, boar-spears and sharp swords, and 
other tools of the chase similar to those used in 
actual war. Considering this, the Scottish inha- 
bitants were seldom allowed to join in the chase,, 
except under regulation as to number and arms,, 
and especially in preserving a balance of force 



